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Multiple Feeds Make This Jersey Herd Tops In State

ANDY ANDREWS
Lancaster Farming Staff
MEADVILLE (Crawford Co.)

— Using multiple feed — and
keeping it in front of the cows to
cat all the time — were contribut-
ing factors tq improving the Jersey
herd at Spruce Row Farms.

state DHIA as number one man-
aged herd in the Jersey breed
recently.

Also, keeping the cows clean
and healthy are important to the
farm managers. Jeffrey said that
when they switched to using news-
paper a short while ago, cow clean-

liness improved dramatically.

Newspaper bedding ‘‘is the
greatest bedding product I've ever
used, hands down,’’ said Peters.
‘““The cows inherently stay
clean .. .it's an ideal environ-
ment for them.”

The multiple feed, used on the

Plus, going to wrapped 50 per-
cent moisture bales contributed to
overall herd improvement and bet-
ter milking for the 110 (50 replace-
ment stock) all-registered Jerseys
at Spruce Row, according to busi-
ness partner Jeffrey Peters.
Switching to the baylage system
was *‘one of the best things I ever
did,”” said Peters.

Peters, in partnership since 1982
with Charles Hotson, farms 359
acres (220 tillable). The dairy farm
uses a 48-stall barn to*pipeline,
The latest milking averages are
17,337 1bs., 810f, 632p. Spruce
Row Farms was honored by the

Plan Now For
Successful

Spring Calving

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A successful spring
calving season is one of the most rewarding succes-
ses of the efforts of commercial cattlemen. Quality
calves and a good calf crop are not a happenstance,
they’re the result of careful planning, superb herd
heatlh care, and good breeding practices.

If you have a spring calving program in place,
there are steps you can take now that will help
ensure a successful calving season and healthier
newborns and brood cows that recuperate more
quickly after birth,

Dr. John Hough, director of education and
research for the American Polled Hereford Associa-
tion said that by taking a little extra time with your
herd in winter, you can potentially increase profits
come spring.

“If possible, it’s best to separate cows and heifers
in advanced stages of pregnancy from the rest of the
herd,” Hough said. “This helps avoid injuries and
possible abortions from riding, butting, and
fighting.” ¥4 -

He recommends sorting pregnant cows and heif-
ers about halfway through gestation if there are
adequate pens and pastures. This will save a consid-
erable amount of time when calving starts because
the rest of the herd will require less intensive
monitonng.

Immediately prior to calving, Hough said it’s
advisable to place the cows and heifers into calving
pens or sheds if they’re available. If not, the next
best alternative is a small, clean pasture.

“Keeping winter rations at recommended nutri-
tion levels during the first stages of pregnancy is
essential,” Hough said. “During the last 30 to 45
days of pregnancy, however, cows generally need a

10 1o 15 percent protein increase in the ration, espe-
cially if they’re being fed a stored roughage such as
hay. This can be an extra two pounds of hay per day,
as long as an additional pound of total digestible
nutrients (TDN) is provided.”

Keeping stresses down is also recommended.
Maintaining familiar surroundings, reducing weath-
er stresses with windbreaks, if feasible, and continu-
ing a solid nutrition program will combine to keep
prospects of a profitable calf crop high.

Hough said you'll also want to keep an especially
walchful eye on the pregnant cows or heifers to be
sure they don’t contract a threatening illness. While
most cows will make it through the winter with little
difficulty, the possibilities of sickness exist. If you
have any concerns at all, consult your veterinarian
for treatment recommendations.

By following these and other “‘common-sense”
precautions, Hough said your prospects for a strong
healthy set of calves in the spring will be much grea-
ter, thus increasing your profitability. Plus, none of
these recommendations involve a significant
investment.

CONTACT FARMER BOY AG...

+ Custom Design
« Assistance In Planning Your

« Securing Building Permits And

* Nutrient Management Planning
- Secure Grower Contracts

WITH FARMER BOY AG YOUR BUILDING EXPERIENCE CAN BE SUCCESSFUL!

farm since 1984, includes 20 per-
cent haylage, corn silage, high
moisture corn, rolled ear com, and
a 32 percent protein/mineral/
vilamin mix. The cows are fed
10-12 times a day. ‘““The cows
almost always have feed in front of
them,”’ he said. Using these man-

BUILD A NEW SOW UNIT/
20

agement methods, according to the
dairyman, have ‘‘kept us one of the
top Jersey herds in the state the last
six years running.”’

The breedstock has been built
up since the farm became a Jersey
herd in the late 1800s, according to
Peters.
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THE FOLLOWING:

* A Steady Monthly Contract income

+ Excellent Support Service By Contract Company
* Supply Of Healthy Fast-Growing Pigs

+ Excellent Health & Disease Program Support

QUALITY FEEDING
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MYERSTOWN, PA 17057

24 Hr. Service
Swine & Poullry Systems Specialists

"FARMER BOY AG,

410 E LINCOLN AVE (RT 422)

ia Multifan

Ventilation Controis
(Computerized)

Sat. 7:30-11:30

717-866-7565
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FREE REPLACEMENT &
UNLIMITED MILEAGE

Nationwide jE’Z ””

A UNIQUE warranty concept, originated in 1964 and
still unmatched by any other brand...

l:JNIOUE because it covers tires that are unserviceable for almost any reason,
including road hazards such as unrepairable punctures, cuts and breaks;
UNIQUE because replacement is made FREE during the first 50% of

treadwear;
UNIQUE because there is no time or mileage limitation;

UNIQUE because it is honored by Jetzon distributors throughout the country;
UNIQUE because there is no cumbersome record keeping required;

UNIQUE because it is not restricted to the original purchaser.
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ULTRA QUAD +
TOURING TIRE

. Paolyester
C

PREMIUM ALL-SEASON
RADIAL

Polyester Cord

2 Steel Belts

60,000 Mile
Tire

Blackwall

175/70R14 $48.
P205/65R15

REVENGER II RADIAL A/S

Radia! 2 Steel Beits Polyester Cord

Construction OS%IE T
M & S Rated mm
L T245/75R16

POWER KING SNOW TIRE

: 1 Price |
P225/75R15 $64.00
P235/75R15 $67.00
P235/75R15EL | £72.00
P175/70R13 547.00
P185/70R13 £49.00
P185/70R14 $51.00)
P195/70R15 $54.00
P205/7T0R15 $57.00
P215/70R14 $60.00
P205/7T0R15 $58.00
P215/70R15 $61.00
[P215/65R15 $62.00

HURST TIRE SERVICE

1 Mile West of Blue Ball on Route 322

(717) 354-4931 "l "




