- And other
hazards

dJoyce Bupp

Nostalgia always weighs pretty
heavy on my mind this time of
year.

Maybe it's the finality of the
golden leaves cascading about the
house, tumbling about in the wind
in a last festive dance to the
ground, piling up to crunch and
crackle underfoot.

Maybe it’s the fragrance of
woodsmoke, curling from the
chimney on a crisp moming, while
the sun inches over the eastern
ficlds to shatter a pinkish-orange
moming sky.

Maybe its gathering the 1ast col-
orful chrysanthemums, treasured
remnants of summer’s blessings,
1o add a cheerful touch to the
kitchen table.

For whatever reason, the sea-
sonal nostalgia stirs turkey
memories.

Those turkeys were an experi-
ment that first year, a fun chal-
lenge for the kids and us alike. We
just wanted to see if we could raise
a couple of our own holiday birds.

Any turkey hunter can attest to
the cleverness, the elusiveness, the
street-smarts (er, forest smarts) of
the wild turkey. But, domestic
turkeys are sometimes plain down
stupid.

A domestic turkey poult lacks
the sense to come in out of the
rain. Literally. Scares at the drop
of a hat and fleas into a corner
with a couple dozen frigthened
* flockmates, likely smothering the
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planting small
grains should
include applying
lime to assure
proper soil pH.
Soil tests
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determine your
liming needs...
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unfortunate birds on the bottom.

I equate them with our resident
guinea fowl, the size of their heads
in comparison to their bodies
being indicative of their 1.Q. level.
And turkeys and guineas have
small heads.

So, when we'd coddled our first
dozen or so turkey chicks beyond
fluffy infancy and into the feather-
ing of early adolescence, we took
pride in having at least raised them
past the crisis stage. By then, of
course, they were large enough
not to be easily snagged by mother
cats with hungry kittens.

So the turkeys got the run of the
farm. They’d make their daily
trips around the meadow and to
the garden, scratching for worms
and bugs, finding tidbits along
their travels. A favorite treat was
the contests that collected daily in
the trough of the electronic bug
zapper in the calf nursery. When
the day’s catch of flies and moths
were dumped out, the turkeys
would scramble for their shares
like kids around a broken pinata.

More than once, drivers along
our litde country road would have
to slow for a little flock of turkeys

-

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, November 21, 1992-B3

meandering along the side — or
up the center. It was a favorite
spot to pick up the bits of grit and
gravel that all birds need for their
digestive processes — no scratch-
ing, just hunt and peck.

This turkey nostalgia always
makes me smile. At least until 1
dig a little deeper into the
memories.

Like their roosting habits.

Turkeys, by nature, like to sit up
high, probably a throwback to
ancestral instincts. Wild turkeys,
of course, still roost in trees, while
domestic ones are usually too
plump to execwte successful
takeoffs.

Still, our turkeys manged to
find their way up onto raised sites
on which they were not at all
welcome.

Like automobiles. One young
friend who then worked for us had
a prized, sporty Mustang. He was
not at all happy — nor were we —
when turkey tracks turned up all
over his favorite car.

And where there are turkey
tracks, there is also turkey...
“residue.”

None of us much cared for such
decorative effects on our vehicles,

Nor did I appreciate their roost-
ing on the bannister of the back
porch. A half-dozen 30-pound
rkeys messin’ up the porch is six
100 many.

Their persistent habit of inha-
biting the dairy bam, though,
finally “did in” our raise-your-
own-holiday-dinner venture.
Those turkeys knew to the minute
when The Farmer fed corn - and
daily showed up like clockwork to
claim their share. Again, leaving
behind abundant residue.

I recently bought a turkey -
cleancd, dressed, ready to roast.
Paid about the same price as the
cost of one infant turkey.

We can’t afford to raisc our
own turkeys.

Thanks, turkey growers. And a
blessed Thanksgiving!
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MILK.
ITDOES A
BODY GOOD.

ROLL FORMED
PANELS FOR
CONTINUOUS
UNIFORM SEAMS

Work approx. 80 mile radius of Lebanon, PA

Strickler Metal Roofing

SPECIALIZING IN
STANDING SEAM ROOFIN

available.

Galvalume, Galvanized
and other materials

CONCEALED
FASTENERS

Route #2, Box 350-A
Annville, PA 17003  747.865-3093
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TIGHT b
DOUBLE 3
LOCK
APPLICATION

For Free Estimate ¢
Phone
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" THREE SIZES AVAILABLE TO MEET

ALL YOUR CATTLE HANDLING NEEDS
EXTRA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION FEATURES
* 1.9” 0.D. High Yield Tube Top & Bottom Frame

* 17 structural pipe on verticals & locks

* All yokes lock on individual catches, no strain on control rod

* Yoke stabilizer on large sizes

* Unique design allows more head room

* Neck bar can be removed or adjusted without tools

* Individual lock on each yoke for holding one or more
animals

* No loose pins or parts to get lost in manure or drop in pit

| PAUL B. ZIMMERMAN, INC.

295 Woodcorner Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543
1 Mile West of Ephrata
Phone: 717-738-7365

WE DO OUR PART TO SUPPORT
YOUR FARMING INVESTMENT

Hi-Calcium Hi-Magnesium
For prompt delivery
see your local dealer or call Blue Ball, Pa.

(717) 354-1370 800-233-0205

Call or Write For
Additional Information
And Your Nearest Dealer

Hours
Mon. thru Frl. 7t0 §
Sat. 7to 11




