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Bay Program Helps Chester Farmers

WESTCHESTER (Chester
Co.) — The recent press covering
nutrient management legislation
has many farmers concerned.
“How will I be affected?” “Is the
state going to tell me how to
spread my manure?” “Will I have
to install a manure storage facili-
ty?” “Will I be forced out of busi-
ness by state-mandated changes?”

Twenty-one farmers in the
Octoraro and Elk Creek water-
sheds of Chester County have
taken steps to insure that they
won’t have to worry about these
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questions. They are participants
with the Chesapeake Bay Program
(CBP).

After contacting the Chester
County Conservation District,
these “Bay Farmers” discussed
their concerns and desires with
district representatives and,
together, figured out the best
methods to alleviate any concerns
that were had. One farmer had
storm water flowing through his
barnyard from a road. A drop box
with some piping was designed
and installed to catch that water
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Richard Breckbill holds his Chesapeake Bay Farm sign

while Jim Saltsman, district resource conservationist, se-

cures a corner.
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before it could cause problems.
Another was concerned about
some gullies enlarging His field.
Terraces fixed those problems.
The CBP is a voluntary program
that allows a farmer to input his
own special considerations into
the planning process. Each plan is
customized to each particular farm
and farmer.

Being a nutrient management
program, the Bay Program
focuses on balancing the needs of
the crops being raised with the
nutrients being applied to the
fields and pastures. Part of this
balancing act is using best man-
agement practices (BMPs) ot

* Nitrates

ensure that these nutrients stay
where they can be utilized by the
crops. These practices also ensure
that the soil that the nutrients may
be attached to is kept out of the
streams, Examples of BMPs used
in crop fields are minimum tillage
systems, contour strip cropping,
waterways, and terraces.

BMPs are also utilized around
the bamyard, the most familiar
being the manure storage tank or
pond. Less familiar are rain spout-
ing and other clean water diver-
sions, because of the concept
“keep the clean water clean and
the dirty water dirty until it can be
cleaned.”

- Water

Many farmers are interested in
some type of manure storage sys-
tem, but are concerned about the
sizable investment required. With
up to $30,000 available per farmer
on an 80 percent cost-share basis,
a large amount of the sum may be
paid for by the program.

The Chester County Conserva-
tion District will be visiting with
farmers in the Pequea, Octoraro,
and Elk Creek watersheds during
the next few months. If you would
like to hear more about the Chesa-
peake Bay Program, contact Jim
Saltsman at (215)696-0398 or
(215)696-5126 to set up an
appointment at your convenience.

Quality

An IMPORTANT
Ingredient In
Livestock Management

Tt's a facti Contaminated water can have a costly effect on your livestock and
poultry performance. Our years of experience plus hundreds of farm related
treatment systems has proven the validity and practicality of correcting con-
taminated water.

Call us tbday Jor treatment of:
* Iron
* pH - Acidity/Alkalinity

* Bacteria

* Sulfates

6 Martin Water Conditioning Co.
SPECIALISTS IN FARM WATER TREATMENT

548 New Ho'land Ave
Lancaster, PA 17602

(717) 393 4612
Along Rte. 23
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740 E. Lincoln Avs.
Myerstown, PA 17067
(717) 668-7555
Along Rte. 422

We Serve PA & Surrounding States

e Agricultural * Commercial ¢ Residential

moves for mowing

quality and time-
saving trimability!

Partial In-Ground Tank Featuring Commercial Chain Link Fence

(5’ High - SCS Approved)

e Retaining Walls ¢ Bunker Silos
e Manure Storage, Etc.

(12.5 or 14 hp)

with advanced dual-hydrostatic drive is

amang the nins models from which to

chooss, 11 to 25 hp, 35" 1o 72" cutting widths.

Move up to a Grasshopper and enjoy
fast, high-quality mowing for years to
come. The “right moves” come easy so )
you can trim as you mow and reach where 2
others can't go. Zero-radius maneuver- ;
ability, square-comer tumability and out-
front reachability with “no-shift” forward/
reverse. Comfortable and simple to
operate. Built tough for rugged conditions
and season-after-season reliability.

LET OUR EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU-ESTABLISHED SINCE 1979!
WE ORIGINATED THE CONCRETE SYSTEM!

Authorized
‘Dealer For
KEYSTONE
CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

* H-Bunks

* J-Bunks

* Trench
Silo Walls

* Hog &
Cattle Slats

- Sizes And
Layouts
To Your

Specifications

GROFFDALE // CONCRETE

The Quik-D-Tatch Vac® Grasscatching System and

Make the “smart move,” Ask for a other attachments give year-round versatility

demonstration.

S~e The Grasshopper In ACTION At
Ag Progress Days - Loc. West 1st St.

LAWN CARE DISTRIBUTORS

Martinsdale, PA 17549
Dists. for Eastern PA, MD, DE, NJ, NY
145-4541
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We Work

Hard For

Customer
Satisfaction!

INC.

430 Concrete Ave., Leola, PA
717-656-2016




