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EPDs, Indexing Create Perfect Balance In Bull Selection

Second in a series

Editor’s note: Commercial
beef cow/calf operations rely
heavily on good bull records to
ensure the value of their herd.
Last week, in the first of the bull
buyers series, Lancaster Farm-
ing spoke to several farmers
about the important traits in
selecting herd sires and general
herd management. This week,
we take another look at expected
progeny differences (EPDs) and
records useful for those who will
attend the 19th Performance-
Tested Bull Sale at the Penn
State Ag Arena during the Beef
Expo orn March 27.

ANDY ANDREWS

Lancaster Farming Staffl

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre

Co.) — For beef cow/calf opera-
tors, it's time to take a long, hard
look at your herd.

By inspecting the herd carefully
for deficiencies across the board
— including birthweights, wean-
ing weights, yearling weights,
milk production, and a host of
other items — you may be able to
come up with the traits that bulls
from selected breeds can provide
to improve your herd.

And information obtained
before attending a bull sale, such
as the Performance-tested Bull
Sale on March 27 at the Beef Expo,
will help you make a decision on
what kinds of bulls to buy.

But what goes into determing
the *‘best’’ bull? And what records
are required to help you in the
decision-making process?

Bull Testing Program
Under Way

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre
Co.) — The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s official Bull
Performance Testing program is
well under way.

Fifty-two of the state’s most
progressive purebred breeders
have consigned 73 of their best
purebred bulls of various breeds to
the testing program at the Meat
Animal Evaluation Center.

This year there are 27 Angus, 19
Polled Herefords, 18 Simmentals,
5 Charolais, 2 Chiangus, 2 Limou-
sin and 1 Salers.

Upon completion of the 112-day
testing period, the bulls are sub-
jected to evaluation including a
comprehensive breeding sound-
ness exam, measurement of fat
thickness and loin-eye area, and a
health exam which includes blood
and TB testing, enabling the bulls
to be sold anywhere in the country.
The bulls mustalso meet minimum
requirements for structural cor-
rectness and breed character. Indi-
vidual feed efficiencies will be cal-
culated for the bulls.

After all of the indexes are cal-
culated and the evaluations
nalyzed, approximately the top
75 percent of the bulls are selected
0 be sold at Pennsylvania’s 19th
Annual Performance Tested Bull
sale scheduled for noon, March 27,
1992, at Penn State’s Ag Arena.

The bull sale again is one of the
najor components of the third
Annual Pennsylvania Beef Expo,
which is scheduled for March
26-29. The Pennsylvania Polled
Hereford Association has their

itate female sale planned for
mmediately following the bull
sale Friday afternoon.

The Pennsylvania Angus, Sim-
nental, Salers and Charolais Asso-
siations will be conducting their
‘espective state breed female sales
m Saturday, March 28.

The Expo schedule for Thurs-
day includes an educational prog-
ram which will cover the topic
“Improving Health in the Cattle
Herd” and the trade show opening.
The trade show will provide door
prizes and activities as well as an
opportunity to preview what is
available in the animal health,
nutrition, and equipment areas as
well as many other associated
products.

Other Expo events include ani-
mal exhibits featuring superior
cows and bulls and a number of
activities for the Junior Pennsylva-
nia Cattlemen’s Association
including a junior heifer show on
Saturday evening and a junior steer
show on Sunday, March 29,

For further information on the
Performance Tested Bull Sale or
the Pennsylvania Beef Expo or to
request a bull sale or breed female
catalogs, contact Glenn Eberly,
director, Meat Animal Evaluation
Center, 651 Fox Hollow Road,
State College, PA 16803, (814)
238-2527 or (814) 865-5857.

Tremendous impact

*‘Environment or management
can have a tremendous impact on
the performance of an animal,”
said Glenn Eberly, manager of the
Meat Animal Evaluation Center at
University Park.

Purcbred beef operations in
Pennsylvania can nominate
selected bulls to be performance-
tested and sold. They're put on a
112-day feeding test, where
they're weighed every 28 days,
and average daily gains are calcu-
lated on the bulls.

Feed efficiency for each bull is
also calculated. At the end of the
test, the bulls are evaluated for
structural correctness, including
an ultrasound to determine loin eye
and fat thickness. The bulls under-
go a comprehensive reproductive
exam, and other physical exams
including pelvic area, scrotal cir-
cumference, penis structure, and
other factors.

(See the accompanying charts
for details on specific factors.)

Breed group

The bulls are compared within a
breed group and an index is calcu-
lated. **The specific index we use
is 50 percent on an average daily
gain ratio, 30 percent on adjusted
365-day weight ratio, and 20 per-
centon fat thickness, '’ said Eberly.

(The 20 percent is based on a 10
percent deviation from the mean of
the breed group, or the number of
bulls of the breed on test at one
time.)

The index eliminates most of the
variations that can occur with dif-
ferent types of off-site manage-

ment. The bulls are sorted by the

index — the higher the index, the

better price at auction time.
Eberly said ‘‘the owner is

involved in the process of promot-

ing his bulls and in promoting his

operation, too. It gives him an
(Turn to Page A27)
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Fifty-five bulls will be for sale at the 19th Performance-
Tested Bull Sale at the Beef Expo. This Is a sample from the

sale catalog.

THE COMPLETE SYSTEM

Now
Available
At

TRIPLE

NIEMEYER' -

DON'T LOOK
ANY FURTHER!

YOU'LL FIND IT IN
LANCASTER FARMING'S
CLASSIFIEDS

FOR YOUR SPRING SEED
NEEDS CONTACT
CARGILL MARIETTA
Very Attractive Pricing For
Hybrid Corn And Alfalfa Seed

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-822-0769
Ask For Greg or Mitch

* New Homes

buliding or chimney.

forever.

dust In the home.

/ I Easily
ﬁ’ ARDY } Con;l:cts
“Outaide” Forced Air/
Wood Fumace
ood ¥ Hot Water
ot Systems

Perfect For

« Existing Homes

« Swimming Pools

« Gresnhouse « Barn
« Milkhouse -« Office
« Business Places

SAVES MONEY - Heats your home
and domestic hot water (save to
25% of electrie bill). No need for

BAFE - Furnace eits outside -
eliminates fire danger and fiue fire

CLEAN - No smoke, wood, ashes,

CONVENIENT - Load furnace svery 10-12 hours - burns logs
up to 16" In diameter, 30" in length.

()
All Stainiess Steel
Thermostat Controlled

ATTENTION on heating and hot
FARMERS water costs at barn

Save $50.00 to $100.00

and milkhouse.

We
Install

For More Information Contact

STANLEY WENSEL, JR.
General Contractor
Box 24, Barree, PA 16615

814-669-4558

24 Hr.
Service

To Better Serve Our Customers, We're Proud
To Introduce The Full Line Of Krone Niemeyer™
Equipment To Our Existing Products...

MOWER CONDITIONERS

“A New
Cholce”
Model
AMG-282

« 3 Pt. Hitch
« Pull Type
« Hyd. Fold

Adaptable
To
Twine,
Plastic
or Netting!

ROTARY RAKES

Rake Higher
Molsture Hay Into
Flutfy Windrows!

Check With Us For Details

TRIPLE H
EQUIPMENT
Wakefleld, Pa.

717-548-3775 or 717-548-2094




