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Horses Need Extra Attention During Winter

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre
Co.) — Horse owners should pay
careful attention to their animals to
make sure they stay healthy and
comfortable during winter,
according to an equine specialistin
Penn State’s College of Agricul-
mral Sciences.

. “Healthy horses are tough crea-
wres and can withstand cold temp-
eratures, but there are many ways
horse owners can make winter
easier on their animals,” said Pat
Comerford, instructor in dairy and
animal science.

When horses are kept in stables
during the winter, ventilation and
proper stable management and
hygiene are critical.

“Stabled horses are more prone
to contagious diseases such as
strangles, influenza, and rhinop-
neumonitis,” Comerford said.
“Make sure that vaccinations are
kept up-to-date and isolate sick
horses if possible.

“People tend to shut the barn up
tight to keep it warmer, but many
barns don't have adequate ventila-
tion,” Comerford said. “When you
go into the barn and smell a strong
odor of ammonia, the air quality is
poor. This increases the risk of ser-
jous respiratory ailments. Ventilat-

ing the barn will help reduce that
risk.”

If you keep your horse blank-
eted during the winter, be careful.

“Blankets and hoods help keep a
show horse’s coat in good condi-
tion, and obviously help with
warmth,” Comerford said. “But if
the temperature rises during the
day and the horse sweats, the
blanket will get wet. If it’s not
dried before the temperature falls
at night, a wet blanket can really
chill the horse. It can make the ani-
mal colder than if it had been left
unblanketed.”

Making sure your horse has
adequate feed and water will help
the horse stay warm and in good
condition.

“In winter, your horse’s energy
requirements rise, so feed intake
should also increase,” Comerford
said.

“Feeding roughages like hay
will generate body heat due to the
digestive process,” she said. “So
make sure your horse has access to
high quality hay, and supplement
grain as necessary to add energy.
Also make sure your horse gets
cnough water. If a horse’s water
intake is restricted, feed intake
may decrease and digestive prob-

lems such as colic may occur.”

Owners should check their
horses regularly during winter to
be sure they are in good condition.

“Long winter haircoats can easi-
ly mask excessive thinness and
other problems,” Comerford said.
“Be sure to run your hands over the
ribs at least weekly to make sure
the horse has adequate fat cover.”

If your horse is kept outside,
make sure it has a good haircoat,
shelter from the wind and a dry
place to rest and eat.

“Once the haircoat gets wet and
matted, it loses its insulating value,
so a dry place must be provided
during extended cold, wet condi-
tions,” she said.

Hoof and leg problems also can
become more prevalent during
winter.

“Thrush, a common hoof dis-
ease, often occurs during wet
weather, particularly if the horse is
standing in mud and manure,”
Comerford said. “The best way to
prevent thrush is to keep the hoof
dry and clean. If your horse is out-
side in mud during winter, be sure
to clean the feet frequently and

watch for thrush symptoms. These
include a foul foot odor, blackish
discharge and, in scrious cases,
lameness.”

Horses on snowy ground can
develop ice balls under their
hooves, particularly if they are
shod.

“When this happens, the horses
must walk on balls of ice, and it’s
very painful for them,” Comerford
said. “These ice balls can be so
painful that the horse doesn’t want
to move, and may not even walk to
get water or feed. You must knock
the balls out with a hoof pick or
hammer.

“If you don’t ride a lot during
the winter, pulling the shoes can
help prevent ice balls, but even
horses without shoes can get ice
under their feet. If you keep the
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horse shod, you can purchase spe-
cial pads that will keep ice balls
from developing.”

* Even if you ride often during
winter, your horse may work well
without shoes in many situations.

“Many horses can be ridden
with shoes pulled during the wint-
er, as long as they’re not ridden in
rocky areas,” Comerford said.

“But if you must ride on icy sur-
faces that can be slick or slippery,
it's best to work with your farrier
to get shoes that provide better
traction. Different types of shoes
will provide the best traction in gdif-
ferent situations, so be sure to ask
which type of shoe is best for your
riding program.” Routine hoof
trimming and maintenance should
continue on a regular basis to kecp
the hoof healthy.
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The Work Watch Is Back!

In the mid-1980’s we sold hundreds of work watch-
es to hard-working individuals like yourself who
needed an accurate, dependable timepiece. They
needed a watch that would withstand the dust, mois-
ture, bumps, and temperatures encountered on the
farm, in the orchard, and in the woods. Many who
bought the work watch told us it was the best watch
they had ever owned. Now, due to the past success
and the present need, we are again offering the work
walch through Lancaster Farming.

CLIP AND SAVE

Our work watch has all the features needed to endure the punishment you
will put it through. The WATER RESISTANT seal will protect your watch when
you imigate fields, fix broken water systems, get milk splashed on your arm
while feeding calves, or walk the fence in the rain, to find out where your cattle
are getting out. Being SHOCK RESISTANT, your work watch will continue to
work when itis slapped by a cow's tail, a falling board, or the belt shield that your
anm siams against when your wrench slips off the bolt. While your watch is
scraped by branches, rubbed against walls, and knocked against machinery,
the low profile, SCRATCH RESISTANT, glass crystal will resist the scratches
and cracks that render watches unreadable. Finally, the BATTERY POWERED
QUARTZ movement of your work watch is accurate to within 2 minutes per
year, and does not need to be wound, meaning that your watch will be on time,
all the time, without any effort on your part.

Afinal proof of the strength of this watch and of its suitability to your needs is
the warranty. If your work watch stops running within FIVE YEARS of the date of
purchase, the manutacturer will repair or replace your watch at no charge. This
is one of the longest warranties in the watch industry. The manufacturer's confi-
dence in this watch means that you can have confidence in its durability and can
know that this is the orily work watch you will need to buy for the nextfive years.

To receive your new work watch, act now. Read and complete the coupon
below, and send it with your payment to

Heisey's Jewelry Store
5 N. Main St., Manhelm, PA 17545
Your new work watch will arrive shortly.
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Name_
Street Address.
City, State, Zip.

Please send work watch(es)

My wrist measures inches

* PA residents please send $38.55 per watch (shipping and
PA sales tax included)

% Non-PA residents please send $36.45 per watch
(shipping included)

CLIP AND SAVE

Make checks payable to Heisey's Jewelry Store
Send coupon and payment to Heisey's Jewelry Store,
5 N. Main St.,, Manheim, PA 17545
LSUPPLIES ARE LIMITED... ORDER NOW To Insure Delivery
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PHONE: 717-626-1164 or 717-394-3047

ROOFING AND SIDING:
Painted or mill finish galva-
lume and galvanized. 20
Year warranty on paint and
steel. Delivered to your job
in 3-7 days. Our service is
good and our price is right.
Gregory F. Bianchi
1-800-325-1247,
717/354-2728 New Hol-
land, PA.

12 Brand new 6x6 18', $25
each. 8 6x6 used 16'-18',
$15 each. 215/679-3428.

BUILDINGS AND
SUPPLIES

Allied Steel Buildings,
Commercial, Industrial,
Agricultural, Building
YOUR Business is OUR
Business. A.S. HOOVER,
9125 Manor Road, Coates-
ville, PA 19320
1-800-942-2591.

UTILITY SHEDS. GARAGES
IN CEDAR & BOARD BATTEN

@roffdale Barns

gznua[ Construction & Reatoration

743 STRASBURG PIKE
STRASBURG, PA 17579

MOSES B RIEHL
717-687-8350

STEEL BUILDINGS.
Factory deal. 30x50 to
100x100. Must sell by 1-31. {
Limited supplies.
Will construct, deliver
Speedwell Constr.
717-665-6861
or 626-2052
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STOCKADE BUILDINGS ARE THE
INTELLIGENT ALTERNATIVE

« Commercial
« Agricultural

Progeees

« Attractive « Durable] v
« Economical

Offering A Totally Engineered Trans-Stressed Design
Not Found In Pole Bulldings or Timber Column Bulldings

STOCKADE DELIVERS CONFIDENCE & SATISFACTION

*Buliding for the futuse” Wi Lins A Tory
CALL TODAY FOR Dealer Inquiries

MORE INFORMATION Invite

% * ALLOY SLING CHAIN
(NEW) $3.00/FT., GALV.
SPIRAL DUCT 4" & 9'Dia.
20' LENGTHS $15.00ea.
DAY (800)533-8129
EXT.204 BALTIMORE

Eliminate those

BIRDS

with RID-A-BIRD perches
the proven and guarantesd
method of pest bird control.
Call or weite ooy, We'll 10ll you how
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Low MARKETING
CLASSIFIED
RATES P.O. Box 21748
WITH Columbus, Ohio 43221
EXCELLENT 1-800-545-6574
RESULTS!

Old pine & chestnut lumber
in the rough or milled
flooring and moldings. “

All usable material

717/229-2806

Poplar, ash, birch, red
maple and oak. Also
planing and ripping
available.
Tongue and groove hardwood flooring
and paneling available.
(24 ", 3", 4" & 5

Marshall's Wood Products

In PA 1-800-772-2128 NY 1-800-356-6450

(717) 469-0434

STEEL STORAGE IS

QUALITY STORAGE

BUY FACTORY DIRECT!
SAVE UP TO 40%!

«

ATLANTIC BUILDINGS
800-942-1234




