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ST. JOSEPH. Mo. Andrew
Stair, a registered Angus breeder
from Sunbright, Tenn., is the new
president of the 24,000-member
American Angus Association with
headquarters here.

Stair, who served six years as a
member of the board of directors
of the American Angus Associa-
tion and a seventh last year as vice
president, was elected by a unani-
mous vote of the 229 delegates
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CROP MYCOSIS (THRUSH)
Donald L. Singletary

Department of
Veterinary Science

Crop mycosis is commonly
associated with unsanitary man-
agement conditions (dirty waterers
and poor litter) and with other
health problems in theflock. These
conditions along with the use of
high levels ofbroad spectrum anti-
biotics have been implicated in
mycosis problems. The poor man-
agement conditions allow the fun-
gus to proliferatewhile the antibio-
tics reduce the growth ofcompeti-
tive bacteria.

Crop mycosis might be consid-
ered die forgotten disease.

Why? Because many of the
original reports on the disease are
from the 1920 s and the most “cur-
rent” reports are from the 19605.

This common health problem
does notreceive as much attention
as it should from poultryproducers
and researchers. One authorstates
that mycosis of the digestive tract
probably occurs rather frequendy,
but in many cases does not appear
to be of sufficient significance to
be considered seriously.

Unfortunately, poultry diagnos-
tic laboratoriesmay notreport crop
mycosis as a primary diseaseprob-
lem, too often considering it to bea
minor or secondary condition.

As its name indicates, crop
mycosis is a fungal infection
affecting primarily the crop and
caused by the organism Candida
Albicans. The mouth, esophagus,
proventriculus, and the small
intestine may also be affected.
Young turkeys are particularly
susceptible, but chickens, both
broilers and layers, can experience
the disease too.

which can be flushed out with
water, whereas the mold growth
adheres to the lining of the crop.
When the mold growth is scraped
off, a sore, irritated area is evident.

Although its effectiveness has
been questioned, the most com-
mon and popular treatment for
crop mycosis is the use of copper
sulfate in the drinking water. A
number of commercial products
are available. However, medicat-
ing directions must be carefully
followed to avoid toxicity prob-
lems. We have seen turkey poults
killed because ofoverdosing with
this drug. For feed treatment, the
most effective drug is nystatin
(mycostatin). A seven to ten day
treatment at 100 gm per ton is
recommended to control crop
mycosis.

The reason crop mycosis may be
overlooked and not easily recog-
nized in a flock is that affected
birds do not have any specific
characteristic symptoms. In fact,
the symptoms ofcrop mycosis are
seen with many poultry health
problems and, in general, may be
of littlehelp in makinga diagnosis.
Symptoms include ruffled feath-
ers, unthrifty appearance, listless-
ness, and paleness. Severely
infected birds may be stunted and
undersized.

As one would expect, the prim-
ary lesion is found in the crop.
Normally the crop is thin walled
and transparent. When infected
with C. Albicans, it becomes thick-
ened andcoveredwith white raised
areas of mold growth. The dis-
eased areas should not be confused
with feed or mucus in the crop.

Crop mycosis is a diseasewhich
seems to get little respect.
Although itcan be a primary health
problem, it can also be a warning
of other health and management
problems. Therefore, whenever it
is a problem in a flock, a close
examination of management prac-
tices and other flock health prob-
lems should be made.
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Angus Association Elects President
attending the 108th annual meet-
ing of the Association recently in
Louisville, Ky. Elected vice presi-
dent was Keith Stevenson from
Hobson, Mont

Also elected at the annual meet-
ing were five men to serve on the
American Angus Association’s
15-member board of directors.

Elected to their first term on the
board were William Horror, Ger-
ber, Calif.; John Hamilton, Bel-
grade, Monk; and Dr. R. J. “Bob”
Hillier, Garden City, Kan. Re-
elected to their second three-year
terms were Ralph Bridges. Lex-
ington. Ga. and Glen Swanson,
Durant, lowa.

Andrew Starr, the new associa-
tion president, operates Star Dust
Farm and has been in the registered
Angus business for more than 30
years. He attended the University
of Tennessee and served in the
U.S. Army before starting his
legistered Angus herd.

In addition to serving seven
years as director and then vice
president of the American Angus
Association, he is past president of

Hereford Show Held

the Tennessee Angus Association
and East Tennessee Angus Associ-
ation. Stair, his wife Kathy, and
their family operate a 200-cow
registered Angus herd. All of their
children have been junior mem-
bers of the American Angus
Association.

Keith Stevenson, the new asso-
ciation vice president from Hob-
son, Mont, was bom into an
Angus family and has been raising
Angus cattle since 1947. Steven-
son is a graduateof Montana State
University where he earned
degrees in agricultural production
and agricultural education. He
took over management of Steven-
son AngusRanch after the death of
his father in 1975.

Stevenson has served six years
on the board of directors Of the
American Angus Association. He
has been actively involved in per-
formance work, and he and his
brother and their families market
more than 600bulls a year. He and
his wifeRoberta have four sons
Darrell, Mike, Bob, and Billy Jake.

LOUISVILLE, Ky. The
American Hereford National
Show was heldatthe NorthAmeri-
can International. Fifty-one exhi-
bitors enteredatotal of 107 head of
cattle at the event

Premiums for the show woe
$lO,OOO, with halfprovided by the
American Hereford Association
and halfby the NAILE.Premiums
were distributed among 8 female
classes, 9 bull classes, 2 group

classes, and the champions. Plac-
ings were determined by Judge
Doug Bennet, from Texas.

The grand champion female
honor was awarded to Adams
Brothers & Co., Kilgore, Neb.
They also won the reserve grand
champion female title. Both
females were from the senior heif-
er class and sired by Tex Prime
Time 18837770.

The grand champion bull award
was won by the Spring Yearling
Bull from Adams Brothers & Co.
and C & S Farms, Kilgore, Neb.
The winning bull was sired by Tex
Prime Time 18837770. The
reserve grandchampion bull honor
was won by Hudson Herefords
from Harrison, Ariz. Arrow CL
Dom 8072 18987782 was the sire
of the reserve bull.
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• 8 HP Honda easy start (rope) gas engine with
overhead valves & oil alert

• Cat high quality SF-senes triplex plunger pump,
4 GPM, 2000 RSI

Features
• Easy to read glycerine tilled pressure gauge
• Adjustable pressure regulating unloader, to set

& maintain system pressure
• Adjustable down stream chemical injector with

inlet hose
• Shut off gun with plastic insulated lance & quick

coupling
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TRIPLE H EQUIPMENT
Peach Bottom, PA 17563

(717) 548-3775
R.W. KELLER SALES

Perkasle, PA 18944
(215) 257-0101

PEOPLE’S SALES & SERVICE
Oakland Mills, PA 17076

(717) 463-2735
SCHREFFLER EQUIPMENT

Pitman, PA 17964
(717) 648-1120

Manufacturer's estimatedFTO horsepower

S.G. LEWIS AND SON
West Grove, PA 19390

(215) 869-9440
869-2214

GUS FARM EQUIPMENT
Seven Valleys. PA 17380-0085

(717) 428-1967

LEBANON VALLEY
IMPLEMENT CO.
700 E. Linden St.

Richland, PA 17087
(717) 866-7518

ARNETTS GARAGE
Rt. 9 Box 125

Hagerstown, MD 21740
(301) 733-0515

CTF SALES & SERVICE, INC.
Comly’s Turf Farm, Inc.

Forest Grove Rd.
Wycombe, PA 18980
(215) 598-7157

M.M. WEAVER & SON
N. Groffdale Rd.
Leola, PA 17540

(717) 656-2321

N.H. FLICKER &

SONS, INC.
Maxatawny, PA 19538
(215) 683-7252

MASSEY FERGUSON

• Variable nozzle, featuring adjustable spray
angles with high & low pressure settings for
chemical applications & pressure cleaning
flexibility

• SO 1 - 3/8" very flexible Gates Wash Master high
pressure hose with swivel & quick disconnect

• Safety by-pass thermo valve to minimize
excessive heat build up

Beiler Hydraulics
252 N. Shirk Rd., New Holland PA 17557

717-354-6066


