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LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
Thomas Pantano considers

himself lucky.
Lucky because his childhood

hobby became his career.
As a child growing up in Pitts-

burgh,
.
Pantano raised chickens,

ducks, and turkeys in his backyard.
Today Pantano headsLancaster

County’s number one agricultural
industry poultry.

Aspresidentof the county Poul-
try Association andas broiler flock
supervisor for Pennfield, Pantano
is as excited over chickens as he
was the Easter his grandparents
gave him two colored chicks.

It was those pink and green
chicks that spurred an unquench-
able fascination with poultry with-
in Pantano.

Although Pantarto’s home was
within citv limits and raising poul-
try in his backyard was notkosher,
Pantano managed to raise an
impressive array of poultry with-
out any neighbor complaints.

Pantano has a whole stack of
pictures that show turkeys strutting
around the yard, the proud stance
of Rhode Island Reds, and the

Pantano: Proud To
incubators that he built to hatch the
peeps.

“I penned them up at nights and
left them roam in the yard during
the day,” he said.

When hewas a teen-ager, Panta-
no purchased a small incubator to
hatch quail and pheasant. After
that, he built a number of his own
incubators.

This scientific bent caused Pan-
tano to seek an associate degree in
medical laboratory technology at
Penn State. While there he was
thrilled to learn that the university
offered a degree in poultry tech-
nology and management In 1983,
Pantano was one ofthree graduates
of the program.
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This Is a replica of the
1948 stamp that cele-
brated the centennial of
the American Poultry
Industry.

Get YourBusiness
HERE ARE SOME NC+ FARM PLOT RESULTS:
EARL R. ZIMMERMAN EPHRATA, PA Planted May 3, 1991

NC+ 5891
NC+ 5037
NC+ 5860
NC+5963
NC+5B9l
NC+ 5717
NC+ X6685.
NC+ 7304
NC+ 5891
Plonaar 3293
NC+ 6410
NC+ X8915
NC+ 5891
Plonaar 3241
Plonaar 3142
GUY WAGNER
NC+ 5717 Moist. %-27. S Actual Ylsld-188.50

BuiAcrs
KEN UMBLE
NC# 5717 Moist. %-21.0 Acutal Ylsld-159.44

Bu/Acrs

EASTON, PA

<£>
America's
down to earth
seed company

ATGLEN, PA

EARLY PAY CASH DISCOUNT - 11% (Pay By Nov. 2*, 1991)
Call ELVIN HURSH For Your Nearest Dealer: 717-733-3538

Yield/ Moist.
Acre (Bu.) %

Row No. Plants/ Stalk
Length (Ft.) Rows Acre Ldg. %

Head Lancaster
Landing a job in Lancaster

County was a poultry lover’s
dream come true for Pantano, For
sixyears, he worked for Hess Mills
of Paradise in servicing pullets,
layers, and breeders.

I came to the county when
Avian Influenza first started,” Pan-
tano said. His duties included
being in chargeofclean up and dis-
infectionat several poultry houses.

Within his first year in the coun-
ty, Pantano marriedDeb, whom he
had met at Penn State and they
settled in Strasburg.

Since then, Pantano has
immersed himself in learning all
he couldabout the industry. He has '

taken workshops on egg quality,
poultry disease, selling tech-
niques, supervising people and
getting things done. He is a
licensed poultry technician who
can test for salmonella enteritidis
and do other blood work.

Pantano has returned several
times toPom Stateto teach classes
on poultry-related subjects. He
said, “It’s a great feeling to be
asked by your former professors to
teach and be consulted when they
have questions about the
industry.”

Pantano joined the Lancaster
County Poultry Association and
was soon put in charge of commit-
tees suchas educational, fundrais-
ing, nominating, and queen. Last
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PEOPLE'S SALES & SERVICE

Oakland Mills, PA 17076
(717) 463-2735

SCHREFFLER EQUIPMENT
Pitman, PA 17964
(717) 648-1120

R.W. KELLER SALES
Perkasie, PA 18944
(215) 257-0101

GUS FARM EQUIPMENT
Seven Valleys, PA 17360-0085

(717) 428-1967
LEBANON VALLEY

IMPLEMENT CO.
700 E. Linden St.

Richland, PA 17087
(717) 866-7518

MASSEY

ARNETTS OARAGE
Rt. S Box 125

Hagerstown, MO 21740
(301) 733-0515

S.G. LEWIS AND SON
West Grove, PA 19390
(215) 869-9440

869-2214

Poults Association

President of the Lancaster County Poultry Association,
Tom Pantano, enjoys a few moments with wife Cindy and
children.

year, he was elected president and
this year he was re-elected.

The 12-member board and its
200-family membership promotes

(Turn to Pago A34)
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TRIPLE H EQUIPMENT
Peach Bottom. PA 17563

(717) 548-3775

CTF SALES & SERVICE, INC.
Comly's Turf Farm, Inc.

Forest Grove Rd.
Wycombe, PA 18980
(215) 598-7157

M.M. WEAVER & SON
N. Groffdale Rd.
Leola, PA 17540

(717) 656-2321

N.H. FLICKER &

SONS, INC.
Maxatawny, PA 19538
(215) 683-7252

Brand
Hybrid


