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Pantano: Proud To Head Lancaster Poultry Associatio

LOU ANN GOOD
Lancaster Farming Staff
LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)

- Thomas Pantano considers
himself lucky.

Lucky because his childhood
hobby became his career.

As a child growing up in Pitts-
burgh, Pantano raised chickens,
ducks, and turkeys in his backyard.

Today Pantano heads Lancaster
County’s number one agricultural
industry — poultry.

As president of the county Poul-
try Association and as broiler flock
supervisor for Pennfield, Pantano
is as excited over chickens as he
was the Easter his grandparents
gave him two colored chicks.

It was those pink and green
chicks that spurred an unquench-
able fascination with poultry with-
in "Pantano.

Although Pantano’s home was
within city limits and raising poul-
try in his backyard was not kosher,
Pantano managed to raise an
impressive array of poultry with-
out any neighbor complaints.

Pantano has a whole stack of
pictures that show turkeys strutting
around the yard, the proud stance
of Rhode Island Reds, and the

incubators that he built to hatch the
peeps.

“I penned them up at nights and
left them roam in the yard during
the day,” he said.

When he was a teen-ager, Panta-
no purchased a small incubator to
hatch quail and pheasant. After
that, he built a number of his own
incubators.

This scientific bent caused Pan-
tano to seck an associate degree in
medical laboratory technology at
Penn State. While there he was
thrilled to learn that the university
offered a degree in poultry tech-
nology and management. In 1983,
Pantano was one of three graduates

of the program.

This Is a replica of the
1948 stamp that cele-
brated the centennial of
the American Poultry
Industry.

Landing a job in Lancaster
County was a poultry lover’s
dream come true for Pantano. For
six years, he worked for Hess Mills
of Paradise in servicing pullets,
layers, and breeders.

I came to the county when
Avian Influenza first started,” Pan-
tano said. His duties included
being in charge of clean up and dis-
infection at several poultry houses.

Within his first year in the coun-
ty, Pantano married Deb, whom he
had met at Penn State and they
settled in Strasburg.

Since then, Pantano has
immersed himself in learning all
he could about the industry. He has -
taken workshops on egg quality,
poultry disease, selling tech-
niques, supervising people and
getting things done. He is a
licensed poultry technician who
can test for salmonella enteritidis
and do other blood work.

Pantano has returned several
times to Penn State to teach classes
on poultry-related subjects. He
said, “It’s a great feeling to be
asked by your former professors to
teach and be consulted when they
have questions about the
industry.”
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President

of the Lancaster County Poultry Association,

Tom Pantano, enjoys a few moments with wife Cindy and

children.

year, he was elected president and

this year he was re-clected.
The 12-member board and its

200-family membership promotes

Pantano joined the Lancaster
County Poultry Association and
was soon put in charge of commit-
tees such as educational, fund rais-
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READY MIXED CONCRETE §
FOR EVERY PURPOSE

. i e ing, nominating, and queen. Last (Turn to Page A34)
SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS
» QUAUTY CONTROLLED CONCRETE For Prompt 1 1 4 5
ot (o «
+ FRONT DISCHARGE MXERS wou e 215-267-7591
:::Gg;ggé?gxgnas Toll Free .
- ASPHALT PAVING 800-422-8107

« BLACK TOP & ASPHALT MATERIALS 74 KURTZ RD., DENVER, PA

CONVENIENCE

m Synchro shuttle
transmission

m Standard integral
power steering for
precise control

m Tilt steering wheel
column for easy to
reach controls

m Open, flat platform
for maximum operator
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HERE ARE SOME NC+ FARM PLOT RESULTS:
EARL R. ZIMMERMAN EPHRATA, PA Planted May 3, 1991

Brand Yield/ Moist. Row No. Plants/ Stalk
Hybrld Acre (Bu.) % Length (Fi.) Rows Acre Ldg. %
NC+ 5891 890 255 195 ) 21,000 0.0
NC+ 5037 1068 263 202 4 22,500 0.0
NC+ 5860 739 295 202 4 23,000 0.0
NC+ 5963 762 265 205 4 22500 4.0
NC+ 5891 1104 260 203 8 23,500 8.0
NC+ 5717 740 297 210 4 25000 0.0
NC+ X6685, 1034 310 215 4 24,000 20
,’jgj oo 13“-; o g}; . ggw gg PEOPLE'S SALES & SERVICE TRIPLE H EQUIPMENT
Ploneer 3293 97:9 27:5 225 4 2 "ooo 0'0 Oakiand Mills, PA 17076 Peach Bottom, PA 17563
:g: ;4 3 oy s 28 ' o 20 (717) 463-2735 (717) 548-3775
8915 1145 290 230 4 23,000 40 SCHREFFLER EQUIPMENT -

NC+ 5891 1342 255 231 4 25,000 0.0 Pitman, PA 17964 CTF SALES & SERVICE, INC.
Plonesr 3241 42 240 240 4 24000 20 (717) 648-1120 Comly's Turf Fam, Inc.
Ploneer 3142 1171 285 249 4 2000 20 AW. KELLER SALES M iiobirdgy gl
GUY WAGNER EASTON, PA MASSEY-FERGUSON 'P;'rk;aiez. PA 18944 (215) 598-7157
NC+ 5717 Molst. %-27.5 Actusl Yield-186.50 (@19) MM. WEAVER & SON

BuJAcre ARNETT'S GARAGE SGUSVFI]\'?M Egugl;ml& . N. Groffdale Rd

) Rt. 9 Box 125 even Valleys, PA 1 . )

KEN UMBLE ATGLEN, PA  Americas Hagersiown, MD 21740 (717) 4281967 o
NC# 5717 Molst. %-21.0 Acutal Yield-159.44 | down to earth (301) 733-0515 LEBANON VALLEY

Bu/Acre seed company $.G. LEWIS AND SON IMPLEMENT CO. N.H. FLICKER &

West Grove, PA 19390
(215) 869-9440
869-2214

SONS, INC.
Maxatawny, PA 19538
(215) 683-7252

700 E. Linden St.
Richland, PA 17087
(717) 866-7518

EARLY PAY CASH DISCOUNT - 11% (Pay By Nov. 25, 1991)
Call ELVIN HURSH For Your Nearest Dealer: 717-733-3538




