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FRANKLIN (Venango Co.)
With deer populations exceeding
management goals in areas of
Pennsylvania, farmers sometimes
find it necessary to shoot deer for
crop damage. The Pennsylvania
Game and Wildlife Code provides
for just such action by qualified
farmers who make their livelihood
from agriculture.

“Crop damage will vary from
one farm to the next,” said John
Reese, a Crawford County farmer.
“One farmer may not have that
much damage to his crops while
the farmer m the next township
has extensive crop damage. We
welcome deer hunters but they
haven’t been able to thin the herd
enough in this neighborhood, so
we have to shoot deer when exten-
sive crop damage is actually hap-
pening. This is often in the sum-
mer and early fall.”

Larry Harshaw is the northwest
icgional director for the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission. Over
the years he has seen many exam-
ples ofcrop damage by deer. “We
support the right of qualified far-
mers to shoot deer for crop dam-
age to protect their livelihood as
long as they follow the proper
rules. Good farmers are kept very
busy with their work. They usual-
ly don’t shoot deer unless it’s the
last straw. And most of them
cooperate with us to be sure the
deer don’t go to waste. Thus, we
are able to give most of the crop
kill deer to a family that can use
the meat,” said Harshaw.

“I feel we have reached a point
where we are all working in the
same direction. Years ago there
were those who looked dimly
upon farmers shooting deer for
crop damage. Surely by now peo-
ple realize the impact excessive
deer damage can have on a farm
family income. Recently farmers
have been working with us to
direct hunter’s to crop damage
areas, not just during the special
extended deer season, but even
during antlered and antlerless sea-
son,” he said.

“I’m a farmer and I don’t dis-

like deer,” said Doug Gilbert,
president of the Crawford County
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Far-
mers Association. “We all like to
hunt deer. We like to see good
deer hunters on our property. Fact
is, the problem of 100 many deer is
often caused by nearby property
that’s posted. The deer seek shel-
ter on posted property by day and
feed on our farm crops by night,”
he said.

“While most of the damage to
my forage crops occurs this time
of year, there are deer feeding in
my fields every night of the year,”
Gilbert said.

Alan Dambach, a Beaver Coun-
ty nurseryman, said, “When we
get snow cover, we really get
problems. At our nursery, the
shortest crop is four years (for-
sythia and arborvitea) and our
longest crop is 13 years (Colorado
Spruce). So the deer and I coexist
for a lot of seasons before I
harvest my nursery crop.”

According to Lorraine Yocum,
law enforcement supervisor, “The
Game and Wildlife Code provides
for qualified persons to shoot deer
for crop damage. Those eligible
arc the farmer, the family mem-
bers in his household, and
employees who work for the far-
mer in his agricultural activities.
Deer may be shot any time day or
night, from a vehicle while upon
the property where the damage is
occurring,” she said.

“After the animal is killed, the
entrails must be removed and a
report made to an officer of the
commission within 24 hours. If
the property is open to public
hunting, the farmer may retain the
meat from one deer for home con-
sumption. All other deer must be
turned over to the commission
officer. The meat of the deer
turned in is given to residents of
Pennsylvania. Those receiving the
deer for consumption are to be
issued a required permit similar to
those for a road killed deer. Head,
hide, and antlers from all deer shot
for crop damage are collected by
the Game Commission,” she said.
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JohnReese, a Penn State gradu- not an avocation,” said Reese. “If property. I would prefer that they
ate in agriculture, has invited peo- we lose money due to crop dam- thin the deer herd during hunting
pie on tours to look at crop dam- age, it has impact on our family season, so we don’t have a conti-
age in his fields. “People have to income. nuing problem during the next
realize that farming is a vocation, “We invite deer hunters to our growing season,” said Reese.
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80 x3oo’ Free Stall Building With Drive-Thru

Feed Bunk And Scattered Center Pit
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For Free Estimates On All Your Dairy Buildings Or
Concrete Manure Storage Call 717-354-4740
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PRECISE
CONCRETE WALLS. INC.

601 Overly Grove Rd., New Holland, PA 17557
(717) 354-2780

EARLY AMERICAN STEAM ENGINE SOCIETY
34th ANNUAL

STEAM-O-RAMA
SEPTEMBER 26-29, 1991
SHOWGROUNDS LOCATED NEAR WINDSOR, PA

From 1-83, Exit 7 take Route 124 East for 7.5 miles to Manor Road
Turn right onto Manor Road for 1.3 miles to Show Grounds.

EXHIBITORS WELCOME/FLEA MARKET SPACES AVAILABLE
DRAWING FOR 5 FREE MEAL TICKETS EVERY DAY
IMPROVED PARKING - 3 ACRES ADJOINING PARK

WHY NOT STAY HEALTHY?
tvoid Dust & Odor itect YourLum

CALL FOR FREE INFOTODAY • CREDIT CARDSACCEPTED

MODEL AGHI $289
w/rechargeabla battery

SCHICK FARMS
1631 Grim Rd., Kutztown, PA 19530

215-285-6519 or 1-800-527-7675

• Removes spores, mold, particles that cause
allergies, asthma & farmers lung.
• Excellent for swathing, baling, combining, hog&

poultry confinement, mowing & cleaning grain bins.
• Comfortable, lightweight & portable - Less than 2lbs.
• Chemical & pesticide systems available.

FEATURING “ODDBALLS AND MISFITS”
MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th - “CABIN CREEK”
Time 7:00 P.M. Until

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th - “FOXY DUDES”
Time 7:00 P.M. Until

1:00-4:00 - COMPETITIVE HORSE PULLING
1951 Farmall Cub

DRAWING 4:00 P.M., SUNDAY, SEPT. 29, 1991
STEAM ON PARADE DAILY

Steam Engines Calliope Antique Tractors Rumely Oil Pulls
Baker Fan Thresher Baler Shingle Mill Rock Crusher

Dynomometer Operating Saw Mill Black Smith Shop
Petting Zoo • Antique Cars • Flea Market • Gasoline Engines

Sausage Sandwiches Apple Butter Boil Pig Roast
Fresh Ground Com Meal Ponhaus Cooking Contests

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
Sue Knaub - R.D. 3, Box 127, Dallastown, PA 17313

Phone: (717) 244-2912


