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UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre
Co.) — If you drink from an unfil-
tered source of surface water, you
are at risk for a waterborne disease.
In fact, you already may be carry-
ing a disease-causing organism
such as the microscopic giardia
lamblia without even knowing it.

“Giardiasis probably is more
common than we think,” said Wil-
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Giardia Outbreaks Continue In Pa.

liam Sharpe, professor of forest
hydrology in Penn State’s College
of Agriculture. “The organism can
remain in your system for long per-
iods of time without causing symp-
toms. Some people build an
immunity, and for some it’s chron-
ic — they're never completely
cured.”

Sharpe said high risk groups for

Be Sure and See The All

New Redesigned Totally
Hydrostatic TMR Mixer Cart

from I.H. Rissler Mfg.
at Ag Progress Days

T
RSN,

Now available as a rider or walk behind

Loc. West 4th Street

w/optional Electric Start and
Electronic Scales

NEW FEATURES

* Joy Stick Control and Zero Turn Radius, Power Steering From

Platform

* 7.9 Kawasaki Engine, Quiet Running, Powerful, on the

Rider Cart

» Variable Speed Mixing & Unloading
» Driven With Hydraulic Wheel Motors

(This Elminates Differential)

Optional: Tires & Seat

a—

S , —
- DON’T MISS IT! \-

Also On Display Our Stationary And
Trailer Mixer.

Sylvan Ressler Sales Rep

io, * Accurate Beam

 Grees Scales w/Signal

T « Stainless Steel Floor
And Auger Trough
« Fast 2-5 Minute Mix

Choose

Time
* Low Power
Requirements

w/Magnets

* Discharge Chute

giardiasis are users of municipal
water from unfiltered or poorly fil-
tered surface sources, hikers and
campers who drink from streams
or other unfiltered sources, and
international travelers.
Communities have few options
when giardia is found in their
water. The contaminated source
can be abandoned, water can be

SOMETHING TO
CROW ABOUT...

LOW
CLASSIFIED
RATES
WITH
EXCELLENT
RESULTS!

purchased from neighboring com-
munities, or expensive treatment
facilities can be installed.

Sharpe said because giardia is
resistant to normal levels of chlor-
ine disinfectant, the most reliable
treatment method for giardia is a
combination of disinfection and
filtration. Under Department of
Environmental Resources regula-
tions, Pennsylvania’s more than
200 public water systems using
unfiltered surface sources have
until 1995 to install filtration
equipment. Sharpe said some com-
munities may be hard-pressed to
meet that deadline.

In the meantime, the choices are
limited for consumers whose water
supply becomes contaminated
with giardia. You can boil drinking
water, buy bottled water, or buy
and install a “point-of-use” filter.

Sharpe said consumer informa-
tion on home filters is hard to come
by, but he recommends checking
“Consumer Reports™ and looking
for products which have the
National Sanitation Foundation
(NSF) seal. “Any giardia filter
should be able to remove particles
as small as two microns in size,
and should be used only in combi-
nation with chlorine or another dis-
infectant,” Sharpe said.

What is this tiny creature that
wreaks havoc with our drinking
water supplies? “Giardia is a pro-
tozoan parasite found in mammals
such as beavers that live in or near

water,” said Sharpe. The organism
can enter surface water through an
animal’s feces. “It’s rarely found
in groundwater because the soil
acts as a natural filter,” he said,
The parasite forms a cyst or pro-
tective cover that allows it to sur-
vive for long periods of time with.
out a host. The cyst is usually
between 5 and 11 microns in size
(one micron is equal to 1/1,000 of a
millimeter). After being ingested,
the protozoan attaches itself to the
intestinal wall, causing flu-like
symptoms such as fever, diarrhea,
nausea, and abdominal cramps,

Since DER began a giardia
surveillance program in 1985, at
least 70 unfiltered public water
systems have been identified as
having one or more sources conta-
minated with giardia. Nine out-
breaks of giardiasis linked to publ-
ic water systems have led to at least
1,400 cases of the disease since
1979. More than 650,000 people
have been adversely affected by
boil water advisories or other restr-
ictions due to the presence of dis-
ease organisms in their water
supplies.

In addition to causing illness
and inconvenience, giardia can be
costly. A 1983 giardiasis outbreak
in Luzerne County cost an esti-
mated $55 million for medical
care, lost work, lost business pro-
fits, and replacement of contami-
nated water.
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Rumi-Cult.

If you want to improve the health of your
herd while increasing your profits, try

Donald, Carl, and Thomas Steppe, Nisbit, PA
"We switched to Rumi-Cult 40 because we wanted our dairy herd on
an all natural product. The cows have a better appetite and are

healthier. They freshen easier, clean quicker, show less stress and don't
come down with milk fever as often. The vet even said the herd is
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Contact the representative nearest you.

HARRY M. BARNER
Box 265, Lamar, PA 168848

GEORGE BECHTEL
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(412) 867-2468
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