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pit not be emptied just exactly at
the time it is full.

Paul also said he strongly
recommended tractor guardsat the
scrape-in area.

Although several people talked
about fatal accidents involving
tractors which have slipped into
manure pits, Paul said it shouldbe
taken very seriously. He said that
originally he had not had the pro-
tective devices installed, but when
his tractor slipped in during the
winter, he immediately went to
have them put in.

He said he ended up on top of
the tractor and had to hire a crane
tocome in to get the tractor out of
the pit.

The pit is emptied in May, with
the tilledground getting the first of
it.

As far as problems with sche-
duling a custom hauler, Kreider
said that any problems are probab-
ly a blessing. He said that when he
and his brother think they are
ready, is probably too early and the
ground too wet He said the haulers
do a good job and it seems as
though it is done at the right time,
both for the needs of the pit and the
fields.

“It is not cheap though. It costs
about $4,000a year to have it emp-
tied two times,” he said, but it is
less headache and probably a lot
cheaper than buying their own
equipmentand used theirown time
and finances to do it.

Custom Design
While all systems are custom

designed, and or approved, by the
Soil Conservation Service, they
are not mandatory, although nutri-
ent management legislation is

pending which could possibly cre-
ate an atmosphere for mandatory
regulations for having a storage
system.

One exceptionally design is on
the farm of Jay Brandt in
Bachmanville.

Brandt’s bam gutters (milking
herd) and a barnyard (heifers),
empty into a huge manhole-like
opening that has enough space
between the bam floor and the
openingof the manhole in which to
park a manure spreader.

Some 200 feet of underground
pipe carries the manure to a circu-
larcement tank whichcan keep up
to six to eight months worth of
manure, at a depthofabout 12feet.

The 200 feet of underground
pipe is more than twice the length
of most long systems.

He saidhe located the tank sofar
away from the tie-stall, because of
possible future plans.

Five years were spent planning
the system. It allows for additional
hookups and future expansions of
the herd.

He left the space for the manure
spreader because, “I wanted to still
be able to get in under with the
spread in case (the gravity pipe
clogged and) it failed,” Brandt told
the group.

“There was more work involved
(in puting the long system in) than
I thought there was going to be,”
he said, adding that in the longrun,
he thinks the provisions he made
will payoff.

“I planned for this. We spent
five years trying to make as few
mistakes as possible, and we still
made a few,” he said.

When Brandt first started think-
ing about puting a storage system
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on the 174-acre farm, other ideas
were brought up, “but I ended up
with this,” he said.

The tank is 12-feet deep and 70
feet in diameter. The 200-foot
gravity pipe has a 6-foot total
grade to it.

Currently he is not puling his
milkhouse water in it, but he has

made provisions for doing such a
thing shouldit become neccessary.

Pumping Uphill
The last farm on the tour was

George Ungemach’s 90-cow
freestall bam in Campbelltown,
Lebanon County. The system,
simply has two sub-storage tanks
and a main tank up on a hill, where
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manure from the lower tanks is
pumped, if it is not used soon.

The big tank can hold 64,000
cubic feet of waste material and is
fed from the two “reception pits.”

“Because we didn’t want to
pump manure eveiy week,” Unge-
mach said.
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We Offer A Full Line Of Equipment With Financing Or Leasing
MELVIN G. MILLER

RT 2, Spring Mills, PA 16875
(814) 422-8279

FANCY FURROW FARMS
AG EQUIP., INC.
RR 1. Uhler Rd.

Easton. PA 18042
(215) 252-8828

DEERFIELD AG &

TURF CENTER, INC.
RD 2, Box 212

Watsontown, PA 17777
(717) 538-3557

PIKEVILLE EQUIPMENT INC.
RT 2, Ofay. PA 19547

(215) 987-6277

BHM FARM EQUIP. INC.
RR 1, Annville, PA 17003

(717) 867-2211

CHAMBERSBURG
FARM SERVICE
975 S. Mam St

Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 264-3533CECIL DAIRY STORE

374 Biggs Highway
Rising Sun, MO 21911

(301) 858-6923

SOMERSET BARN EGL
RD. #5

Somerset, PA ISSOI
(814) 445-5555

HESS' EQUIPMENT
Soles 8 Service

RR 3, Mlfflmburg, PA 17844
(717) 966-2720

966-1998
HONESDALE SPREADING

SERVICE INC.
505 Cliff St.

Honesdale, PA 18431
(717) 253-2410

McMLLEN BROS.
HO 1 Box 134

Loysvllle, PA 17047
(717) 789-3961 LG. AG SALES*

P.O. Box 200
Sihrerdale, PA 18962

(215) 257-5136CHIDESTER FARMS
RD 2. Box 75

Kingsley. PA 18826
(717) 289-4260

SHOW EASE STALL CO.
573 Willow Rd.

Lancaster, PA 17601
(717) 299-2536

HEFLIN SALES
A SERVICE

12312 Oak Hill Rd.
Woodsboro, MO 21798

(301) 898-3233 * Wheel Goods Only
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NORTHEAST AGRI
SYSTEMS, INC.

FLYWAY BUSINESS PARK
139 A West Airport Rd

Lititz, PA 17543
(717) 569-2702
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