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A strange contest takes place
here every morning.

The activity kicks off about
daybreak, with the high-pitched
“cock-a-doodle-do” of a rooster
ushering in the moming.

And, almost as if in echo, a
more deeply-pitched crow
bounces off the still, quiet air.

Our local Crow-Off has gone
into another round.

Until recently, only one rooster
voice greeted the dawn’s coming.
Then a newcomer stalked into the
wooded housing development
which adjoins our pasture. A sort
of diminutive, half-pini chicken,
this boisterous fellow is probably
at least partial bantam lineage.
What he lacks in size he makes up
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for in vocal ability.
None of our good neighbors
seems to claim him, We suspect
his original home was on an
adjoining farm, where the: small,
pet flock gradually diminished in
number to this lone rooster. Seek-
ing companionship to his lonely
life, he came scouting out the few
remaining chickens -- like two --
still gecking around our place.
Our own old, tough, but still
very handsome rooster hasn’t
taken kindly to this neighborhood
newcomer. As they both get to
crowing insults at each other
every morning, our golden-
feathered fellow edges farther and
farther out into the pasture, hurl-
ing chicken-type insults toward

his challenger.

“Just try and move in on my ter-
ritory!” he seems to be daring the
smaller bird.

Now, he has even more reason
to defend his turf, with the hatch-
ing of a nest of a half-dozen fluffy
baby chicks to our sole hen. That’s
what remains from a flock that ten
years ago numbered some three-
dozen assorted hens, chicks and
00Sters.

Until a week or two ago, there
was a second hen. She, too, rose to
the seasonal instinct to nest. It was
her choice of site that probably
ended her life.

This hen squatted down to
hatch in a round bale feeder on the
sun-baked west side of the old
bank barn. Cows and heifers tear-
ing the bales apart to eat continu-
ously covered her with hay and
munched their way around her.
And, she was repeatedly evicted
by The Farmer, who removed her
every time he refilled the feeder
with another bale.

The unseasonably hot, dry
weather which has continued to
plague our area the past two
months finally took its toll of at
least one chicken. Steadfastily,
with single purpose, this hen
simply refused to move to a more
sensible spot, or even to leave
long enough to eat or drink. She
literally baked herself in the

POWER FOR
THE LONG PULL

UNBEATABI F 4-YEAR 4 000-HOUR WARRANTY

Deutz-Allis 9100 Senes Tractors deliver reliable, fuel-efficient horsepower, with operator

comfort. Great for long tractor life and long days in the field.
Proven Air-Cooled Powerplants.

The four hard-working 9100 Series Tractors range in horsepower from 135 to 193 PTO hp. All
are powered by a unique fuel-efficient, air-cooled diesel engine. Because 1t 1s awr-cooled, you

don’t have to worry about overheating radiators, leaking water pumps and all other water-cooled
cngine-related problems.

Delivering More Power to the Drawbar.

Deutz-Allis tractors consistently deliver a larger percentage of available PTO hp at the draw-
bar, thanks to the powerful, field-proven transmission. Six gears, each with three “clutchless™
shifts, offers you 18 speeds — including nine in the working range of 3.0 to 7.5 mph.

Enjoy a Powerful Difference in Comfort.

For all of their raw power, each 9100 Series Tractor is nearly as comfortabl; as your family
car. Each model has a quiet, spacious cab with great visibility and easy-to-read instrumentation.

To find out what a Deutz-Allis 9100 Series Tractor can do for you, stop by or call today to

arrange a test drive.

9100 SERIES TRACTORS

SEE YOUR DEALER TODAY
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FARM SERVICE
Quarryville, Pa.
717-786-7318

AG-IND. EQ., INC.
Rising Sun, Md.
301-398-6132

B. EQUIP., INC.
Waynesboro, Pa.

717-762-3193

B.HM. FARM EQUIP.,
INC.

Annville, Pa.
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HOLTRY'S EQUIPMENT
Roxbury, Pa.

717-832-7261

More Power to You.

LINCOLN SUPPLY
& EQUIPMENT CoO.

Somaerset, PA
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NICHOLS FARM EQUIP.
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Carlisle, Pa.
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Quakertown, Pa.
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New Tripoli, Pa.
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Oley, Pa.
215-987-6257

ATS TURBO KITS (62-7.3L)

LOCATED OFF INTERSTATE 81 EXIT 26
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dreadful heat.

Much as we praise and admire
Mother Nature, instinctive beha-
vior is not always pretty, or even
sensible. Sometimes it seems
downright cruel.

For instance, we recently
intervened in another very natural,
but un-pretty, instinctive behavior
that threatened this year’s Canada
goose hatch at the pond.

Most farm ponds offer hospit-
able living conditions for snap-
ping turtles. Over the years,
friends and relatives have occa-
sionally caught some whopper tur-
tles from ours. These snappers
boast nasty, beak-like “choppers”
that reportedly can bite through a
decent-sized stick and do major
damage to a finger or toe -- given
the opportunity.

One of their favorite meals is
newly-hatched ducklings and

goslings, which they grab from
underwater and pull under to
drown and down. When turtles
snagged two of our five baby
geese, within mere hours of their
hatching, we decided the pond’s
balance of nature was hanging
lop-sided against the geese. There
is plenty of other stuff for those
turtles to eat besides the baby
geese.

Of the two turtles we snagged,
one was moved to another body of
water and the other ended up in a
soup pot. More remain.

I suspect, if he could pull it off
somehow, our resident rooster
would figure out some way to
introduce his crow-off challenger
to the remaining snappers.

But when roosters swim, we’ll
know the balance of nature has
gone completely wacko.

Contestants Needed
For Poultry Queen Pageant

LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
~— The Pennsylvania and Lancas-
ter County Poultry Association
seek contestants for the annual
Poultry Queen Pageant scheduled
for August 2, at 6:15 p.m.

Applicants must have a know-
ledge or sincere interest in the
poultry industry, have finished
their junior year in high school and
be unmarried. Contestants must be
willing to participate in parades,
banquets, and school promotions.

In addition to being the Lancas-

ter County Poultry Queen, the win-
ner also will be crowned Pennsyl-
vania Poultry Queen. She will
receive a $500 scholarship or $300
in cash, a $150 wardrobe fund, and
numerous other prizes. The alter-
nate queen will receive a $300
scholarship or $150 in cash. All
contestants will receive a watch
from Koser Jewelers, Mount Joy.

For more information, call
before July 12, Debra Wolgemuth,
(717) 653-1249 or Bev Ginder
(717) 367-3833.
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BREAKING MILK RECORDS!

Lancaster Farming Carries
DHIA Reports Each Month!

MILLER DIESEL INC.

FUEL INJECTION & TURBO SPECIALIST
6030 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg, Pa. 17112 (717) 545-5931
Authorized Diesel Fuel Injection Sales & Service

SALES AND SERVICE

AMBAC INT'L LUCAS
BENDIX NIPPONDENSO
BRYCE ROBERT BOSCH
CAV ROOSA MASTER
CUMMINS SIMMS
DETROIT DIESEL-GMC STANADYNE
DIESEL KIKI YANMAR

IHC

TURBO CHARGERS
CUMMINS
AIRESEARCH HOLSET

SCHWITZER

CENTRAL WAREHOUSE DISTRIBUTOR

FPPF FUEL ADDITIVES
FPPF GLYCLEAN ANTI-FREEZE
RECYCLING SYSTEMS
DAILY UPS SHIPPING

services available.

ALLIS CHALMERS

CASE JOHN DEERE
CATERPILLER MACK
DEUTZ MASSEY FERGUSON
FIAT-ALLIS MERCEDES
10RD ONAN
GENERAL MOTORS PLRKINS
HERCULES WAUKLSHA
IHC WHIE FARM EIC

Barn
P.0. BOX 294, ST. PETER’S, PA

Specializing in antique structures.
Antique Barn Frames and Historic Log Homes, Various sizes.
Dismantled and ready to be rebuilt to your specs. Total construction

For more info. call (215) 286-5600

EXCHANGE UNITS
HEAVY DUTY APPLICATIONS
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DIESEL SPECIALISTS
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