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your mastitis problems, look at the
date of first infection column.
Determine what months had the
most numbers of new infections.
During these times something
caused a breakdown in your mas-
titis control program. Ask yourself
several questions. Was there a
new milker? Were some milking
procedures changed? Was there a
breakdown in the milking equip-
ment? Was a newly purchased

Use SCC

the weather? Now that you have
an idea where the breakdown
occurred, make changes to correct
or prevent them from happening
again.

By looking at how many times a
cow was severe during her lacta-
tion will help in deciding her dis-
position. She will be listed as
severe cach time her LS is 4 and
above. Of course deciding to cull
her or to dry her off garly will
depend upon several factors., Her
age or numbers of lactations, and

Report

cessfully, knowing what bacteria
is causing problems is helpful.
Have your veterinarian or a
trained person take aseptic milk
samples from a representative
group of cows with SCC scores 5
or higher. These cows should not
have been treated for at least 5
days prior to sampling. Samples
should be cultured to learn what
organisms are causing the masti-
tis. They should also be checked
for antibiotic resistance to deter-
mine the best drug therapy.
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your herd’s Raw SCC and Mean
LS. By finding chronically
infected cows, management pro-
cedures can be practiced to help
meet your goals.

1. Milk high SCC cows last.,

2. Dry high scc cows off early.

3. Don’t put milk from high
SCC cows in the bulk tank, espe-
cially if close to losing premium.

4. Don’t buy mastitis, Check
SCC before purchasing. SCC
should be less than 4.

CHECK LIST THAT HELPS
TO LOWER SCC.

2, Use good milking hygiene
when prepping before milking,
Use single service paper towels to
wash teats

3. Dip all teats after milking.

4. Dry treat all quarters when
cows are dried off.

5. Keep udders clean between
milkings.

6. Prevent injuries to udder and
teats.

7. Cull chronic problem cows
who don’t respond to treatment.

8. Keep housing and loafing
areas clean.
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