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Use Turkeys In 4-H Project
water for three days a week. When
handled during this lime, all birds
seemed trim with no fat on them.
This was done because some con-
sumers like a lean turkey. No
health problems were encountered
from four to 16 weeks of age.

From 16 to 23 weeks of age,
birds were given greater than eight
square feet of floor space per bird
and fed only whole Tyler wheat,
free choice. Granite grit and VME
were continued at the samelevel to
23 weeks of age.

Can living space and time pos-
sibly compensate for a well-
balanced ration after four weeks of
age in large white meat turkeys in a
small, confined flock?

In late November of 1990, two
day-old hens and two day-old tom
poults were startedin a cage tocol-
lect manure. All birds were given
less than 2 square feet of floor
space per bird from day old until
four weeks ofage. During this time
they were fed only a starter ration.
Granite grit was fed after 12 days
of age andfresh water in a five gal-
lon waterer every one to three
days.

No health problems were
noticed to age of slaughter at 23
weeks: however, when liquid
droppings started at 20 weeks of
age, 1pound of starter turkey feed
with a coccidiostatwas fed to each
bird. All four birds lived and
weighed a cumulative total live
weight of 102. S pounds after fast-
ing 14 hours off feed. Total feed
fed was SO pounds of starter, 150
pounds of grower, 100pounds of
whole oats and 1 1/2 cubic feet of
whole wheat or about 400 pounds
of total feed. A cumulative total of
87.2 pounds of dressed ready to

From four to 16 weeks of age,
floor space was increased from
less than two sq. ft. perbird to gre-
ater than four sq. ft. per bird at 16
weeks of age. During this time a
complete grower diet was mixed
half and half with whole oats and
fed free choice. Granite grit was
fed once every two weeks at the
rate of 2 pounds per feeding. A vit-
amin, mineral, electrolyte (VMH)
was given at 1/2 strength in the

cook (RTC) weight, with giblets,
was produced.

The “good” news is that all birds
lived and had normal giblets with
nothing condemned. No excess fat
appeared in or on any bird and no
breast blisters or buttons. The
“bad” news is all turkey skin was
white, little to no fat was seen
under skin, no dimple appearedon
the breasts, and pin feathers were
present.

Some commercial turkey grow-
er relieve a high liber diet (such
as oats) improves overall bird
health, makes a skin more firm to
withstand loading and machine
processing, reduces ugly soft fat
under skin, improves gut health,
makes droppingsmore normal and
easy to dry and handle. A veterina-
rian once said he can open the gut
ofa bird and tell by the gut lining if
it is on oats.

Any 4-H member with an 8-foot
x 8-foot pen could repeat this turk-
ey project. 4-H or FFA poultry
growers must count the cost of
growingturkeys over a longer time
using grainthat is less costly than
crumbles or a mixed feed.
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FARMER BOY AG.
410 E. Lincoln Ave, Myerstown, PA 17067

PH. (717) 866-7565 WE SHIP UPS
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7-5 Sal. 7:30-11:30

24 Hour Service 6-15

NEW F]

• Joy Stick Control and Zero Turn Radius,
Power Steering From Platform

• 7.9 Kawasaki Engine, Quiet Running,
Powerful, on the Rider Cart

• All Control Cables Eliminated
• Driven With Hydraulic Wheel Motors

(This Eliminates Differential)

Authorized Dealers
Columbia Cruhsioad. PA

COLUMBIA CROSSROADS
EQUIP., INC
717-297-2991

Ephrata. PA
TOM ZARTMAN

717-733-1050
Lovsville. PA

McMILLEN BROS
717-789-3961

MilHinbure. PA

Ihambersbure. PA
MARTIN EQUIPMENT CO.

717-263-3505

Watsontown. PA
HESS EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE

717-966-2720
717-966-1998

New Enterprise. P V

ROVENDALE SUPPLY
717-538-5521 or 742-7521

Toll Free PA 1-800-232-DALE

Brookville. PA
MENDENHALL DAIRY

E RISSLER MIO
814-766-2246

Willow St.. PASUPPLY
814-849-5539

Lebanon, PA
CFDAR CRTST FQI (IP

717-270-6600

Orders Now Assure Delivery
In Two Months

IVAN J ZOOK
& SONS, INC
717-935-2158

717-432-8377

814-334-5452

I.H. RISSLER MFC. CO.
Mohnlon, PA
215-484-0551
Panboro. PA

ART DETWEILER
215-348-3117
Belleville. PA

DilLshure. PA
BADGER'S AGRI SERVICE

Westfield. PA
M & M BARN SALESDONAL D NISSLF

717-786-7654
Berlin. PA l.ewistown, PA

21') DAIRY SUPPLY RANCK’S FARM EQUIP
814.445-6842 717-899-7543
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