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TURKEY PRODUCTS
ARE CHANGING
Milton Madison
Assistant Professor
Agricultural Economics

There have been great changes
in the turkey growing, processing,
and marketing industries during
the last 30 years.

Turkey production has
increased to six times what it was
in 1960. Increases for some parts
of the year are even more impress-
ive. In 1960, turkey was a seasonal

eys were produced and marketed
during the last half of the year.

By 1970, the portion of produc-
tion in the fourth quarter had fallen
below half, but 85 percent of the
turkeys were still produced in the
last half of the year. In 1980, third
and fourth quarter production were
nearly equal and 60 percent of the
production came in the last half of
the year. By 1990, the quarterly
production levels were nearly even
with 22, 24, 27, and 27 percent
produced in the first, second, third,
and fourth quarters, respectively.

Spreading production over the
entire year has allowed the turkey
industry to increase production
much more rapidly than it has had
to expand farm and slaughter
capacity. When production took
place primarily in the last half of
the year, most turkey equipment
was not used the other half of the
year. With more equal production
patterns, six times as much turkey
meat is produced annually but only
three times as much equipment is
required.

The benefits of using the equip-
ment over a longer period of time
each year makes up the difference.
Fourth quarter production was
only three times as large in 1990 as
in 1960, while first qamrter produc-
tion was 35 times as large.

Changes in turkey marketing
were necessary in order to utilize
year-round production. In 1960,
nine out of every 10 turkeys were
marketed as whole birds.

The pounds of turkey sold as
whole birds has been relatively

constant over the years. Whole
body birds weighing 735 million

pounds were sold in 1960. Sales
peaked at 799 million pounds in
1970, and have fallen to an esti-
mated 671 million pounds (15 per-
cent of turkey production) in 1990.
Smaller family sizes and wider
spread families result in smaller
holiday gatherings and are probab-
ly limiting whole bird sales.
How have the vast increases in
turkey production been marketed?
The two major categories with
sales increases have been cut-up
and further processed. Availability
of drum sticks, thighs, wings, and
breasts in consumer packs in the
meat case have shown the develop-
ment of the cut-up market. Dark
meat portions are lower priced and
itusually is difficult for companies
to sell enough dark meat to get the
amount of white meat they need.

TURKEY PRICES
Whole-body
hens, 8-16 Ibs. Drumsticks Thighs Breasts

February 1991 55
February 1990 55
February 1989 62

It appears that recently the furth-
er processed dark meat products
have become successful enough
that the balance of product needs is
changing. Reports of dark meg;
shortages have been heard recently
and price relationships for turkey
parts appear to be changing.

February turkey parts priceg
showed drumsticks and boneless
thigh meat higher in price than for
both previous Februarys, while
breast portions were lower priced
than the previous two years. It
appears that the value of dark meat
has . increased and breast meat
decreased, at least temporarily,
Future price reports will confirm
whether or not this is a shift in turk-
ey demand or just a temporary
shortage of dark meat.

-cents per pound----------
40 99 120
21 88 168
37 91

food reserved for fall holidays.
More than 90 percent of the turk-
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WOOD & COAL STOVES
FIREPLACE ACCESSORES

OWMAN'S
OVE SHOP

(117 7334973
906 E. Main St., Ephrata
Rt. 322 (W M. E. of Rt. 222)

Open Mon. theu Wed., 104 P
™. & F. 100 Sat. 104

CONTACT US

For
DOUBLE CHAIN
PIT ELEVATORS
HYD. TILT AVAILABLE

COMPACT ROTO BEATERS

WISCONSIN & ALLYS
CHALMER POWER UNITS

HAND-O-MATIC BUNK
FEEDERS

COMBINATION MOWER
AND CRIMPER UNITS

455 AND 456 MOWERS

NEW IDEA CRUSHERS

LARGE SHOP LATHE
40 TON PUNCH PRESS

CRIMPING ROLLS TO FIT
YOUR NEW IDEA CRUSHER

NOTICE
CONTACT US FOR PROPER

LUBRICATING YOUR
CRIMPER BEARINGS
200 HP VM AIR COOLED DIESEL,
COMPLETELY REBUILT
$4,500.00
YALE 4000 LBS. FORKLIFT
EXCELLENT CONDITION $5,500

SMUCKER

WELDING & MANUFACTURING

2110 Rockvale Road
Lanc., PA 17602
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FLEXIBLE FINANCING FROM |
BADGER NORTHLAND INC.,.
AN EMPLOYEE-OWNED COMPANY

NOW WITH PRICE BUSTER SAVINGS!

% Contact Your Local Badger Dealer %

N

BadgeD

An Employse Owned Company

Only!

» Cupped paddie design for high throw

Qéggr : \ P High Throw capability with minimum horsepower
g Capacity » High-strength steel band
- (x A < With A « Shear bar design prevents feed carryover
A 0 A n « Simple trouble-free shaker pan - fewer
BN2054 O\ \o /\‘\\' Affordable moving parts
\ TR Price! « 54" high capacity fan

540 RPM S
FORAGE BLOWER

» Hopper magnet option removes tramp
metal

Ring Drive SR
Silo Unloader |* ®%-13 Mo,
1O N
N > FRRE |

ADDS MORE
STRENGTH, SPEED
AND EFFICIENCY
TO ITS NEW LINE OF
FORAGE BOXES
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HUGHEY FARM EQUIP. HEFLIN SALES HONESDALE SPREADING L.G. AG SALEGS'
RD 4 Box 307 FARM SERVICE & SERVICE SERVICE INC. v aos2
Brockuille, PA 15625 975 S Main St 12312 Oak Hill Rd 505 Cliff St verdale,
(814) 849 7409 Chambersburg, PA 17201 Woodsboro, MD 21798 Honesdale, PA 18431 HESS' EQUIPMENT
SOMERSET BARN EQUIP (717) 264-3533 (301) 896-3233 (717) 253-2410 Sales & Service \
’ 84
RD &, Somerset, PA 18501 McMILLEN BROS. ELD AG & RR 3, Mifflinburg, PA 17
SHOW EASE STALL CO. DEERF! 9720
o o7 Wiow Lor 528 4, TURF CENTER, INC ) o
Lancaster, PA 17601 : RD 2, Box 212
B O 7005" (717) 390 2535 (717) 789-3961 Watsoniown, PA 17777 CHIDESTER FARMS
(717) 867-2211 FANCY FURROW FARMS (717) 538-3557 RD 2, Box 75
CECIL DAIRY STORE AG EQUIP,, INC. Kingstey, PA 18826
MELVIN G. MILLER 374 Biggs Highway RR 1, Uhler Rd PIKEx}LgEoFQUAiﬂE';L INC. (717) 289-4260
\s, PA 16875 R Sun, MD 21911 Easton, PA 18042 , Oley, .
AT 3(822?4“4233279 ISI?§O1)‘12586923 (215) 252-8828 (215) 987-6277 Whaeel Goods Only




