Barley Reports On Survey

HARRISBURG (Dauphin Co.)
— In a recent public opinion
survey conducted by Rep. John E.
Barley, 65.7 percent of the respon-
dents favored the privatization of
the state’s liquor sales, while 34.3
percent opposed the idea.

“With the state facing a grow-
ing budget deficit, we must look
for ways to help cut spending,”
Barley said. “I have advocated
allowing the private sector to take
over certain state government
operations such as licensing vehi-
cles, prisons and medical
assistance.

“By selling the state liquor
stores, Pennsylvania will collect

between $400 and $650 million,”
Barley said. “However, the state
will maintain strict licensing pro-
cedures and enforcement of pre-
sent laws relating to alcohol sales
and distribution.”

In regard to the debate on estab-
lishing nutrient management reg-
ulations for landowners and far-
mers, nearly 72 percent agreed
that the Commonwealth should
grant administration of such a
program to the Agriculture
Department rather than the
Department of Environmental
Resources (DER).

Barley sponsored House Bill
448, which would give the Agri-
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culture Department oversight of
nutrient management programs.,
The bill has met opposition from
House Democrats who are push-
ing to have the program become
part of the DER.

“My concern is that DER is
already overloaded in their
responsibilities. Additionally, I
believe that the Agriculture
Department will be more under-
standing of the problems farmers
and landowners face in develop-
ing nutrient management plans,”
Barley said.

A related question showed that
64.2 percent supported the divi-
sion of DER into separate
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agencies.

“Many people believe DER has
grown beyond control. Presently,
DER is responsible for such prog-
rams as maintaining the 114 state
parks, permitting of storage tanks,
and inspecting mining opera-
tions,” Barley said.

“Some favor dividing the agen-
cy into two or more separate agen-
cies, such as the Department of
Parks and Recreation and the
Department of Environmental
Resources.”

Additionally, only 46,7 percent
believe the state is adequately
addressing environmental issues.

Other responses included:

— Do you support the concept
of limiting who can be held legally
liable for defective products?

Yes - 68.7; No - 31.3.

— Doryou believe the state is

ALUTE

doing enough to assist in locaung
convenient and affordable day
care?

Yes - 62.0; No - 38.0.

— Should the state’s law
regarding the use of radar as a
method of speed control be
expanded to permit local police
departments access to such
devices?

Yes - 44.2; No - 55.8.

— Are you satisfied with the
state’s auto insurance reform law
that went into effect on July 1,
19907

Yes - 55.7; No - 44.3,

— Have you received a reduc-
tion in your yearly premium (auto
insurance)?

Yes - 65.9; No - 34.1,

Barley said that a total of 2,375
people in the 100th District
responded to his survey.
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