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Fertigation Becomes

(Continued from Page A25)
quick to rccover,” he said.

Gault said that many growers
have misconceptions about drip
irrigation. He said that pcople
believe the tree is pampered and
may go out to a landscape situation
and *‘suffer.”’

Gault said, *‘In fact, the exact
opposite is truc. The tree is
shocked less when it’s trans-
planted and it’s got more roots, so
it’s quicker to root out into its new
home and re-establish itsclf and be
a contender in the landscape.”

Growers can actually save
money over the installation cost,
which Gault estimates 1o be about
$1 more per trce. But plants can be
brought to market 25 percent to 35
percent eariler, he said. And losscs
because of drought siress without
urigation can range from 7-10 per-
cent on an annual basis.

Losing less

‘“With irrigation, we’re losing
Iess than 1 percent annually,” he
sard. “*‘And 1f you'rc hmng out
10,000 trees, at $10 a piece, and
you're saving 10 percent, 1ts
quick to pay for itsclf. And you're
going to be coming to market not
only in 25 to 35 percent less ume,
but with 25 to 35 percent more pro-
duct than with traditional
methods.”

Each station is equipped to first
fertilize and then irrigate. The fer-
ulizer is applied a small amount on
a daily basis. Different amounts
can be relegated to different sites,
so each tree can be grown to spe-
cific uniformity. *‘And you don’t
have to depend on Mother Nature
to get it washed into the root zone
or wash it away.”

Gault said that through proper
timing of the fertilizer through the
irrigation system, ‘‘you can push
several flushes of growth from
May until July for top growth.
We'll fertilize, say, the middle of
October till the middie of Novem-
ber to get caliper growth, and then
again in February. It’s going to
give you more of the girth of the
tree to ‘balance out.””’
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Effective way

*“‘Drip irrigation is the most
effective and efficient way you
could possibly irrigate,’” said Jim
Roberts, Roberts Irrigation, San
Marcos, Calif. Roberts spoke
recently at the 1991 Pennsylvania
Vegetable Conference about the
benefits of using drip irrigation.

He cautioned that some of the
legislation pending or already
passed in California (which has
required fruit and vegetable far-
mers near him to pay fines that
have forced many of them out of
business) could also happen in
Pennsylvania.

“I'm telling this to caution
you,”’ he said. “If the label says
four ounces per acre, don’t put on
six. Because they’ve got ways to
monitor that now and they’ll likely
find out that you didn’t follow the
label. We saw farmers do that in
California and they’re literally out
of business.”

Roberts said, by using drip irri-
gation, nutrients are fed through
the system in ‘‘very limited

amounts. And if you’re doing it
right, you’re going to monitor the
needs of the plantand you’re going
to adjust the fertilizer
accordingly.”
100 tons of tomatoes

In results of several tests, grow-
ers in Roberts’ area achieved 50
tons and, in some cases, up to 100
tons per acre of tomatoes using
drip irrigation.

Also, pesticide and fumigant
applications to the soil offered
more exact results. The nutrients
applied helped greatly extend
some Crops.

Roberts recommended that a
media filter be used if the water
used to irrigate may be dirty. Also,
acids to clean the system and to
keep the pores open are necessary.
But the acids (phosphoric and sul-
phuric) are also important ele-
ments to the plants.

Roberts said that farmers in this
arca should keep an eye on Califor-
nia, because farmers may face the
same type of legislation in the
future. In once case, farmers in
California are also responsible for

Kubota’s L-Series tractors are your mid-size solution for weekend farming,
estate work or even light construction.
. For starters, Kubota’s L-Series tractors from 25-59.5 HP are unusually prac-
tical. Quick-attach implements transform them into a lawn mower, a scraper, a trac-
tor/loader/backhoe and more, offering solutions for all of your tractor needs.
Comfortable seat, excellent visibility

¥ and Reverse Air Cooling helps reduce
operator’s fatigue.

optional Glide Shift Transmission and

anti-slip platform.

Optional power steering. World's first

“Ever-Clutch” New narrow version less than
4.4 feet wide. Mounting and dismounting
are safer, because of wide steps and

For versatility and power,
Kubota L-Series is your
mid-size solution.

what they apply. Whena chemical
dealer sells to a farmer, a record of
what is sold must match what the
farmer applies, or farmers face
stiff fines.

Small basis
““You better try the drip method
and try to find out what it will do
for you,” said Roberts. “‘1 would
suggest you try itona small basis,

till you find out how to manage the
system.”’

Roberts said that “‘one of the
things I think is extremely impor-
tant for all of you today is to realize
your responsibility in this whole
area,” he said. ‘‘Read the labels,
learn how to apply these chem-
cials, and make sure we do not cre-
ate any more problems.”

“We are, in this area, blessed
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with remendous topsoil and
everything,” said John Gault, of
Gault Nursery Corp. “‘And the
rainfall has been good.

*“There is too much going down
to the Chesapeake Bay through the
watershed area here,”” he said.
‘““We. only have one world here.
We really beat the heck out of it for
a while. But I think we have to get
smart about it.”’

The Hesston Model 530 Round Baler is a baler
convenient-sized to be used with a 30 PTO horsepower
tractor This baler provides high-density bales 39" x 54"
weighing up to 550 Ibs and baling up to seven tans per
hour depending on crop and moisture conditions.

This Hesston model offers a direct-feeding open
throat and vertical bale chamber for fast bale
starts and sasy operation.

Hesston Corporation a Member of the FIAT Group

For round baler convenience and
capacity, without needing more
tractor power take a look at the
new 530 from Hasston today.

- Small Square Baler

Waiver On Most Machines Until 7/1/91 or,
Low Interest Financing... Or,
Generous Cash Allowances -

SEE THESE DEALERS FOR DETAILS!
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FARM SUPPLY
RR 1
Osterburg, Pa.
814-276-3422
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STANLEY'S

RD 1, Box 46
Klingerstown, Pa.
717-648-2088

Kuhotla,

Full Service, -
Parts And Rental

NICARRY EQUIPMENT CO.
-RD #2, Box 2008, Reading, Pa. 19605

215-926-2441

Localed: 4 Miles North of Reading On Rt. 61

3 Miles South of Leesport

Hours: Mon. thru Frl. 8 to 5; Sat. 8 to 3

RD 4, Box 545
Lebanon, Pa.
717-867-2613

FARM SERVICE - SERVICE, INC.

Cochranville, Pa.

UMBERGER'S OF
FONTANA, INC.
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LONGENECKER'S,

mc.
RD 2
Willlamsburg, Pa.
814-793-3731
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STOLTZFUS FARM STOUFFER BROS,,
INC.
1066 Lincoin Way West
Chambersburg, Pa.
717-263-8424

Rte. 10 & 41
215-593-2407

ZIMMERMAN'S
FARM SERVICE
School Road, RL 1
Bethel, Pa.
717-933-4114

MARYLAND

BAER'S GARAGE,
INC'
2407 Marsh Pike
Hagerstown, MD
301-733-8226

D.W. OGG
UIP. CO.
'511:9@cap Stine Rd.
Frederick, Md.
301-473-4250

or
(Bob’s Welding)
Taylorsville, Md.
301-820-2042

WEST VIRGINIA

M.A.C.E. INC.
Intersection of US 48
And Plerpont Rd.
Morgantown, W. Va.
304-202-8388




