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Feeding Show
Steers

Your steer should be fed to pro-
duce an ideal end product — the
carcass. The ideal carcass will
weigh between 600 to 800 pounds,
it will be Choice quality grade,
and have a Yield Grade of 2 or 3.

Most steers will have a dressing
percentage of 58 to 62. If a
1000-pound steer has a dressing
percentage of 60, it will produce a
carcass which weighs 600 pounds
(1000 x .60 = 600). However, a
1,350-pound steer with a 62 per-
cent dress will weigh 837 pounds
— well above the ideal.

The quality grade is determined
by age or maturity of the steer and
marbling (flecks of fat in the
meat). Your steers should all be
young enough that maturity is no
problem. Most breeds will require
at least 0.4 to 0.5 inches of fat cov-
er over the 12th rib for them to
grade Choice.

Yield Grade is determined by
the amount of fat or waste, the size
of the rib eye muscle, and the car-
cass weight.

* Fat thickness over the rib eye
muscle determines preliminary
yield grades.
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Frame Size

NN B W N e

Fat Over Rib Preliminary
Eye (Inches) Yield (Grade)

2 2.5
4 3.0
6 35
8 4.0
1.0 45

* Rib Eye area is measured at
the 12th rib. Heavily muscled
steers have a larger rib eye area
and a more desirable yield grade
with higher cutability.

» Carcass weight affects rib eye
area. With 500-pound carcasses,
we expect about 2 square inches of
rib eye per 100 pounds of carcass
weight. With 800 pound carcas-
ses, we only expect about 1.7
square inches per 100 pounds of
carcass weight.

Breeds and individual steers
within breeds differ in their
mature size. The potential mature
size determines at what weight the
steer should grade low to average
choice — a desirable quality
grade.

We break all cattle into seven
frame sizes. This is based upon the
weight they can be expected to
grade low choice.

Live Weight At Low Choice
750-850
850-950
950-1050
1050-1150
1150-1250
1250-1350
Over 1350

NEED A BRIDGE? Then Call On The
“BRIDGE SPECIALIST”

We Can Offer The Following Designs:

» Concrete Structures

e Decorative & Rustic Wood

¢ Culvert Type

We Also Offer:

Repair & Maintenance of Bridges & Structures For
* AGRICULTURE « GOVERNMENTAL ¢ PARKS
« INDUSTRIAL « RESIDENTIAL

* Precast Concrete

British beef breeds will usually
range from frame size score 3 to 5.
The large European continental
breeds will be frame size score 4

Month Of Age

Using the information pre-
sented so far, you can determine
the final desirable weight of a
steer. You can also see that the
most desirable steers have a frame
score 3 through 6.

Always remember that the most
economical gains are the fastest

to 7; the cross of the smaller and
larger breeds will be frame score 3

to 6.

~=Measuring steers for hip heigh
(measure from top of loin at hip
area to the ground) will help esti-
mate the final desirable weight.

Hip Height Chart in Inches--Steers

Frame Scores

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
34 36 38 40 42 44 46
35 37 39 40 43 45 47

355 375 395 415 435 455 475
365 385 405 425 445 465 485
37.5 395 415 435 455 475 495
385 405 425 445 465 485 505
39 41 43 45 47 49 51
40 42 44 46 48 50 52
41 435 455 475 495 515 535
42 44 46 48 50 52 54

gains. You should never have your
steer at the desired weight two to
three months before your show.
To determine the desired final
weight, subtract the present or
beginning weight and divide by
the number of days between. This
will give you the necessary daily

gain. (Example: 1150 1b.-500 Ib. =
650 divided by 290 days = 2.24
Ibs.)

A. Daily rations that will pro-
duce daily gains of 1.8 to 2.2
pounds for steers weighing 500 to
700 pounds.

(Turn to Page D29)

| Out of Reach. . . But Not Out of Touch

With today’s busy workforce employees are
out of reach when communications are
vital. Many companies are still searching for
the missing link.

changiny

From farm to factory to family table - it takes a co-
ordinated communications effort. If you are seeking
answers to your communication needs on the farm, in the
factory, or in the office, Triangle Communications offers
such solutions.

‘“We’ve solved the missing link with
General Electric’s portable two-way
hand held radio systems. Now instant
access provides quicker response to

needs guar: .ceing us ‘The Finest
Quality Eggs.” ”’

Distribution Supervisor

" es and customer

Ken Henry

Pennfield Farms, Inc.

INC. (717) 656-2211

TRIANGLE
COMMUNICATIONS

Reading
-~ {215) 929-4211
1-800-828-7716

New Holland

WE KEEP-
BUSINESS
TALKING

« Stone Wall Repairs

Concrete Bunker Silos

Manure Storage Tanks

* Installation & Maintenance of

» PreCast Gunite Lined Water or

* Dam, Reservoir & Spillway

Repair
« Slatted Floor Systems
« Silo Repairs

We're The “Concrete Specialists”
MAR-ALLEN CQ“N(;RETE‘M PRODUCTS, INC.

Gunite Construction * Precast Concrete Products -
Bridge Repair + Tank Repair + Holding Tanks « Instaliation » Pre-Qualified by PennDot

“These sure are pretty
impressive vields.”

These results are typical of
Lynks performance. If you're
impressed with these results,
just wait until you see what it

can do on your farm.
FREDERICK COUNTY, MD EXTENSION
1990
Li Pl |
Rank| Variety Yield | Moisture |
#1 | Lynks 2875 | 162.47 bu/A| 17.1%
¥6 Lynks 2711 | 150.21 bw/A| 14.5%
56 Hybrids Entered

Pertormance qay vary from
$02300 19 562500 Ous 10
climaue congitions.
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