
Mastitis Mumbo Jumbo Cleared Up
C.W. HEALD

Extension Dairy Specialist A FOCUS IMastitis, infection/infectious,
acute, clinical, subclinical, conta-
gious, environmental, cell counts,
and bacteria: these are toms often
used when talking about udder
problems that can cause some
confusion when used incorrectly.
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Germs that cause mastitis are
considered infectious bacteria. Some have a greater ability to

cause illness than others and are
terms highly infectious, others are
mildly infectious, and a few are
opportunistic bacteria which rare-
ly cause an infection.

Mastitis is confirmed by testing
for the presence of bacteria in the
udder. Bacteria are found in the
udder by taking less than a dropof
cow’s milk and incubating it onto
a media made from blood and agar
for 48 hrs. Growth of bacteria
indicate that the cow has bacteria
in her udder, is infected, and the
udder infection is calledmastitis.

Average Farm Feed
Costs For Handy

Reference
To help farmers across the state

to have handy reference of com-
modity input costs in their feeding
operations forDHIA record sheets
or to develop livestock feed cost
data, here’s this week’s average
costs of various ingredients as
compiled from regional reports
across the state of Pennsylvania.
Remember these are averages so
you will needtoadjustyour figures
upor down accordingto your loca-
tion and the quality ofyour crop.

Own, No. 2y - 2,37 BU. 4.24
CWT.

(Turn to I Pago A26)

Strep, ag is considered highly
infectious. Pseudomonas is rarely
found and is considered poorly
infectious.

In a similar fashion, dairy plants
place small amounts of bulk tank
milk on special media, incubate
the plates, and then count the
number of bacteria. These are
called standardplate counts orcell
counts and refer to the number of
bacteria present in bulk tank milk.

The quality of milk handling
and storage conditions are mea-
sured this way and for the most
part are unrelated to mastitis.

Wheat, No. 2 - 2.61 BU. 4.36
CWT.

Barley, No. 3 - 2.01 BU. 4.30
CWT.

Oats, No. 2-1,36 BU. 4.24
CWT.

Soybeans, No. 1 - 5.37 BU. 8.97
CWT.

New Ear Com - 55.48 BU. 2.77
CWT.

Old Ear Com - 71.79 BU 3.59
CWT.

These bacteria counts are unre-
lated to somatic cell counts but
the two counts arc often confused
because they both use the unit cell
count/ml.

Somatic cells are mostly white
blood cells from the cows’ blood
that are sent to the milk to fight
infections. Bacterial infections of

Alfalfa Hay - 110.00 BU. 5.50
CWT.

Mixed Hay - 91.00 BU. 4.55
CWT.

Timothy Hay - 93.00 BU. 4.65
CWT.

Manure management systems to match
your kind of livestock, type of manure
...and economics
“PLAN NOW for 1991 Construction” Contact
us to discuss your EARLY ORDER DISCOUNTS

POURED IN PLACE CONCRETE
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* 6’-8’ or 12’ depth
* 50’ thru 140’ diameters
* Inground or above ground

—o

fc I SollenbergerSilos Corp.
A Nitterhouse Company

I Box N Chimbortburg, PA 17201 (717]2M-95W
* ■" SINCE BEFORE 1910

Office Number - 717-284-9588
For Upright Silos Call For Bunker Silos & Manure Systems

Bob Francis Call Tabb Justus or Mike Hair
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National DHIA
Adopts Position

COLUMBUS, Ohio
“National DHIA recognizes that
inequities exist in the present
funding of DHIA data collection,”
says J. Robert Kindig, president

the udder cause large numbers of
white blood cells to enterthe milk
in the udder and in turn raise the
somatic cell count of milk. The
more toxic the infection or the
more numerous the bacteria the
higher the cell count.

Contagious mastitis is repre-
sented by Strep ag. and Staph,
aureus which are spread from
infected cows by milkers’ hands,
wash cloths, milking equipment

“In order for DHIA to remain
current with rapidly advancing
technology, it is necessary for
allied industry to recognize the
value of these data,” adds Kindig.

At an early December meeting
the NationalDHIA Board adopted
the following position statement:

“Sufficient additional income
must be generated to equitably

How Does Your Herd Compare?
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of Field Proven Design
• Choice of single or tandem axle
depending on model size, and a
variety of bushel capacities

• Two speeds or hydraulic apron
drive single speed also available
on Model 2110
(180 bu.)
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511 East Mam Street • St Narianz Wl 5*232
Phone 414 773 212) • Fax 414 773 2649

Represented by
CUMMINGS AND DRICKEH. INC.

11l Cedar St 80x926
Batavia. NY 14020 a -716-343 5411

100Stover Or
Cedilla.PA 17013 • 717-24*4720

• Floor, sides and endgate are solid,
super-slippery, polyethylene
boards

Unciftr Fuming, Saturday, Dactmber 22,1M0-A25

compensate for the cost ofcollect-
ing DHIA data and for research,
development and education to
improve the usefulness of man-
agement information for the pro-
ducer and the dairy industry.”

The National DHIA Board
believes these issues can be
approached with a true coopera-
tive spirit and resolved through
successful negotiations. A Nation-
al DHIA committee has been
appointed to negotiatethe value of
DHIA data with primary users in
allied industry.

Quality Warranty
• Full one-year warranty on parts
and labor.. with a lifetime warranty
to original owner on polyethylene
floor and side material


