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On being
a farm wife

- And other
hazards

Joyce Bupp

A skim of ice coats the buckets
at the outside pens for calves.

Early sunshine on this clear,
crisp, bright moming has not yet
climbed above the dairy barn roof
to shine its thawing warmth upon
the thick, black-rubber, water
buckets. So, for the first of what
will be many times during this
impending winter season, I run a
bucket of steaming hot water to
pour onto the transparent, icy
coatings.

The calves always seem to
enjoy this ice-thawing routine and
quickly sturp up the warm water in
the buckets before tumning their
muzzles back to their rations of
sweet feed mix. Chilly air gusts
between the old bank barn and the
calf nursery, one of the major
“wind tunnel” spots on this place
where the breeze is never-ending,

Chilly feet hurry me quickly
toward the basement after morn-
ing chores, past fading maroon
blooms of late chrysanthemums
and through the cascade of golden
maple leaves tumbling toward
oblivion. Smoke curling above the
chimney hastens the feet to move
still faster toward a promise of
toasty toes.

And the warmth that rushes out

with the opening of the base-
ment’s old door is like the
embrace of a dear friend. Oh, how
we enjoy the coziness of the wood
stove!

Once a staple of every kitchen,
plus often other parts of family
living quarters, wood-burning
appliances fell out of favor with
the ease of electrification, natural
gas, and microwaves. Some
friends and relatives who grew up
carting in wood as a regular child-
hood chore vow to never return to
those days.

But, never having toted wood as
a kid, though the Farmer did, I
have no lingering hangups about a
distasteful childhood chore. In
fact, the whole process of select-
ing bits of bark and slivers of
wood, strategically placing
loosely-crumpled newspaper and
creating a bank of glowing coals
from a tiny flame seems a rather
creative and rewarding endeavor.
Plus a feeling of self-sufficiency
and savings, in light of current
fuel prices.

We’ve burned wood for winter
heat for about ten years now, for a
variety of reasons. In this old
house where the ruffled curtains
stir on gusty days (with the win-
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dows closed), the woodstove
offers a more steady and constant
heat than the backup system of oil-
fumace forced-air. Free fuel lies in
plentiful supply over the farm’s
woodlots and fencerows. Only
shortage is in finding time to get it
cut and moved.

Mother Nature outdid herself a
few months ago in supplying our
firewood needs, literally, in the
back yard - plus the side yards,
greenhouse, front porch and park-

, ing area - with piles of downed,

giant limbs. When we finally got
the mini-tornado-mass cleared,

. Scattered piles of firewood lay as
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testimony to the shredding of our
old maple trees. These last, linger-
ing traces of the windstorm’s fury
are quickly disappearing.

Enough for several more years
of woodstove heat waits in the dry
cow pasture, where about a dozen
good-sized trees were ripped up
by their roots and laid over like so
many matchsticks.

Yes, the woodstove is dirty.
Yes, wood splinters and bits of
bark constantly litter the basement
carpet. Yes, smoke and dust dis-
color the white curtains’ ruffles
and darken the endless festoons of
cobwebs woven by our diligent
colony of spiders.

But that is a slight sacrifice for
the pleasure of sliding one’s
stinging-cold toes across the warm
apron of firebrick under and

ADMISSION

7990

MARIETTA ANTIQUES SHOW

eaturing 30 quality dealers o
g Y
furniture, china & glassware

SATURDAY, DEC. ist- 10 AM -9 PM
SUNDAY, DEC. 2nd- 10 AM-6 PM

Marietta Jaycee Center - Waterford Avenue
Marietta, Lancaster County, PA 17547

Parking available adjacent to Center
Enter from West Walnut Street

- $1.50 ‘*._’,\
50¢ OFF with this card

around the woodstove. For a place
to dry damp sweatshirts and soggy
gloves. For barn jeans pre-
warmed near the stove’s coziness.
And for the best spot in the house
to curl up on a blustery night with
a cup of hot chocolate and a good

book. =
Warming up at the woodstove
is pleasurable enough it almogt
makes getting cold something
waorth looking forward to.
1 said almost.

Crank Out A Winner

An Ice Cream Churn Off Con-
test highlights the first ever “Dairy
Fun Night” at the 75th Pennsylva-
nia State Farm Show. The Pen-
nsylvania Dairy Promotion Prog-
ram and Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture will be sponsoring
the fun night on Monday, January
7. The Ice Cream Churn Off is
modeled after previous events but
with an added twist. All contes-
tants will be required to hand
churn their entries.

All Pennsylvania residents,
except those that have a profes-
sional food status or are affiliated
with the Pennsylvania Dairy
Promotion Program, are invited to
enter the contest. The first eight
eligible entries received will be
selected to compete in the contest.

To enter, contestants should
print their name, address, and tele-
phone number on an 8% "x11”
piece of paper. Then, attach a
complete copy of their recipe and
mail to: “Dairy Fun Night, Ice
Cream Churn-Off,” Pennsylvania
Dairy Promotion Program, 2301
North Cameron Street, Harris-

burg, PA, 17110-9408. Entries

INTETIES

SUNDAY
DEC. 2nd.
1-7 pm
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295 WOODCORNER RD. » LITITZ, PA 17543
Phone (717) 738-1121

. Price *SPECIAL*
................ $179.00.... $152.00
................ $219.00 ... $186.00
................ $279.00 ....$237.00
.............. $329.00....$279.00 '
.............. $410.00 ... $348.00
................... $149.00 ....$129.00
................... $139.00....$119.00
................ $149.00 ... $127.00
............... $179.00 .... $149.00
................................................ $29.00
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25th Anniversary - Marietta
CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT TOUR

ADMISSION-$8.00
IN ADVANCE-86.00

Non Refundable
Sponsored by

Marietta Restoration Associates

Rain or Shinc

GOOD FOOD OUTLET STORES
See Our Original Line Of Golden Barrel Products Plus All

PRODUCTS

Processors Of Syrups, Molasses,
Cooking Oil, Funnel Cake Mix

& Shoofly Pie Mixes
(with or Without Syrup)

Mo th Toar S

must be received in the Pennsyl-
vania Dairy Promotion Program
office by December 15, 1990, and
become the property of the Pen.
nsylvania Dairy Promotion
Program.

All entries must use REAL
dairy products. Pasteurized pro-
cessed eggs must be substituted
for raw eggs. Recipe entries must
be original and not have been pre-
viously published or won an
award. Offer is limited to one
entry per family, 4-H club, FFA
chapter, or other group. Teams
will be limited to no more than
four members.

Prizes for the contest will be
awarded as follows: first place,
$300; second place, $100, and
honorable mention, a six quart ice
cream freezer. Prizes are not trans-
ferable. Income tax on all prizes is
the responsibility of the winners,

T'he complete entry rules can be
obtained by sending a self
addressed and stamped envelope
to the Pennsylvania Dairy Promo-
tion Program, 2301 North Came-
ron Street, Harrisburg, PA
17110-9408.

SsHLEY
WOOD & COAL STOVES
NEW & USED FURNITURE

FISHER'S FURNITURE, INC.

Barlo Pennsy vama 17303
RU 890 at Georgetown

O Nides

South of Strasbure
AR R TR

STOVES®
For The
Quality Buyer!

LEACOCK

CENTER
89 Old Leuacock Rd
Ronks PA 717-768-71°

Stoker,
Furnaces Etc.

Kinds Of Nuts, Beans, Candies, Etc. At Reduced Prlces

% CORN SYRUP % BAKING
% PANCAKE SYRUP MOLASSES
* PURE MAPLE SYRUP % BARBADOS
% SORGHUM SYRUP MOLASSES
* TABLE SYRUP * BLACX STRAP
* COCONUT OIL MOLASSES
. % CORN OIL * HONEY
% COTTONSEED OIL % PEANUT BUTTER
* PEANUT OIL % FUNNEL CAKE MIX
* SOYBEAN OIL % SHOOFLY PIE MIXES

% 100 LB. BAG GRANULATED SUGAR
If your local store does not have it,
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE

BROCHURE & PRICES
— WE UPS DAILY —

Good Food Outlets
— Located At —

L&S SWEETENERS
388 E. Main St, Léola, PA 17540
717-656-3486 1-800-633-26786
GOOD FOOD OUTLET
— Located At Good Food, Inc. —

W. Main St., Box 160, Honuy Brook, PA 19344
218-273-3776 1-800-327-4408

#10 can Only $400

We Have Excess Stock Available
Delicious Old Style Golden Barrel

TABLE SYRUP

(As used at the Veterans

Administration)




