
David Kradel Herbert Jordan Milton Madison mucus is often found in the intes-
tine. Leg problems are also quite
common in affected flocks.

Penn State Over theyears, researchers have
attempted to determine the cause.
They have found that a reovirus is
a major contributor to the problem
and that the virus is egg transmit-
ted. The infected chick then sheds
the virus in its droppings, contami-
nating the poultry house environ-
ment (the litter, air, water, and
feed), thereby infecting the other
birds in the poultry house. Other
factors such as genetics, nutrition-
al deficiencies, andbacterial infec-
tion are alsothought to be involved
in the problem.

Poultry
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HARD TO SOLVE
ECONOMIC LOSSES

The problem has many names
among them are stunting/

runting syndrome, pale bird syn-
drome, helicopter disease, viral
arthritis, brittle bone disease, and
femoral head necrosis.

Donald L. Singletary
Department of

Veterinary Science
Breeder flocks can be vacci-

nated several times with both live
and killed bivalent reovirus vac-
cines; however, these vaccines and
vaccination programs have met
with various degrees of success in
preventing the economic losses in
the broiler flock.

Several Pennsylvania broiler
producers have experienced eco-
nomic losses due to poor health,
poor feed efficiency, and miscella-
neous leg problems in their flocks.
Mortality is frequently a problem
about thetime theflock is ready for
processing.

Thesymptoms and lesions in the
flocks are quite varied. The classi-
cal symptom is lameness with rup-
tured hock tendons as the classical
lesion; however, most ofthe birds
appear only pale, stunted, with an
unthrifty appearanceandabnormal
wing feathers. Usually, the birds
have pasted vents and an orange

Newer reovirus vaccines have
been developed recently that can
be given to the broiler chick in the
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hatcheryat one day ofageand then
be followed by a booster vaccina-
tion in the drinking water at
approximately 7 to 10 days of age.
Early results indicate that while
this vaccination program is helpful
in preventing economic losses on
some problem farms, losses con-
tinue to occur on other farms.

FFA Raises
KANSAS CITY. Mo. Once

again, the National FFA Founda-
tion has achieved a record level of
support for FFA and agricultural
education programs. At the 63rd
National FFA Convention, Tho-
mas Hennesy announced a total of
$4,104,000 to nearly 23,000
enthusiastic FFA members and
guests in an overflowing Munici-
pal Auditorium.

Hennesy serves as the 1990
FFA Foundation Sponsors’ Board
chairman, and is president and
chairman ofTSC Stores. Hennesy
believes the relationship between
the 1,234 Foundation sponsors

Thus, the complete solution to
this problem is not yet known. At
present, there are no satisfactory
treatments; however, supportive
treatment that includes antibiotics
and nutritional tonics (vitamins,
electrolytes, and molasses) can be
given.

$4.1 Million
and the FFA is a very special one.
“I think it is a very optimistic view
of youth on behalf ofthe business
community. They see a group of
young men and women with
potential they are willing to sup-
port extensively,” he said.

He introduced the 1991 FFA
Foundation chairman, Robert
Reynolds, vice president and gen-
eral manager, crop protection pro-
ducts division, Monsanto Agricul-
tural Company, who introduced
the 1991 Foundation theme,
"Bold Leadership for a Bright
Future."
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Put aVicon three-bladed disc mower throughwet, tangled
crops-even fire ant hills-and then compare the difference.
With almost double the number ofcuts per minute over
two-bladed competitiors, and the extra suction created
by Vicon’s unique triangular discs, it’s easy to see why
Vicon CM disc mowers are the choice for fast, clean NO-
PLUG 'ft

Rugged, low profile cutterbars in 5'6", 6'9" and 7'10"
widths, reversible blades and heavy duty discs, deliver
reliability and capacity when time is tight.
Vicon’s got the edge. The extra edge.
See for yourself. Call in at your local Vicon dealer, today.
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Bringing technology downto earth

Pennsylvania Dealers

ERB ft HENRY EQUIP.. INC.
Naw Barilnvilla, PA

On* Mil* North of Boyartown
216-367-2168

M.M. WEAVER ft SONS
169 N. Groftdala Rd.

Leola, Pa.
717-656-2321

MELVIN J. SHEERER, BTOUFFER BROS. TRIPLE H EQUIPMENT
jjjg 1066 Lincoln Way Waal RO 1 Box 141

131 Railroad SI Chambaraborg, Pa. Paach Bottom, Pa.
Hanovar, Pa.

‘

717-2634424 717-548-3775
717437-3808

Maryland Dealars

ELLIOTT EQUIP. H.B. DUVALL
a HARDWARE 9°l Eait Patrick St.

F» 328 A Elliott Rd. F-dartck HD
Eaalon MD 301-662-1125

301-622-6666 (Outald* MD) 1-800-423-4032

E.T. CLINE ft SONS
510 E. Wilaon Blvd.

Hagaratown, MD
301-738-2223

Naw Jersey Dealers

BBBMERVILLB REED
EQUIP. BROS.

Rd 3, Box 610 Petticoat Bridge Rd.
Suaaax, NJ Columbue, NJ

201-6754672 608-267-3363

SCHAFER
BROS.

RD 6, Box 270
Bridgeton, NJ
608-455-1640


