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increased steadily since their
inception.

Briefly, AM/PM means that one
milking is not supervised during
the regular test day activities. All
milking times for that day are
recorded and a complex formula is
applicd to the milk, fat and protein
data to represent the missed
milking.

Due largely to the tightening
dairy economy and increased
demand for time, DHIA members
across the state have adopted AM/
PM testing as the program of
choice.

Approximately 44 percent of the
6,100 herds on test in Pennsylvani-
a are enrolicd in one of the A/P
programs. Why is it growing in
popularity?

I can identify three reasons; it is

convenient, economical and
accurate.

CONVENIENT
Let’s take a look at
convenience.

Each month, the supervisor
makes one visit to the farm and
“monitors” one milking. Milk-
weights, samples and other herd
management data are all collected
during the one milking visit. Atthe
conclusion of the milking, the
supervisor cleans up his equip-
ment, packs up and is on his way,
lcaving the dawryman frec to get
back to his busy schedule.

Compare that to leaving the
equpment and returning to moni-
tor the next milking to record milk-
weights and collect samples from
the same cows.

The A/P factors can accugately
determine each cow’s production
{rom the one milking each month.

Many dairymen experience a
slower pace on test day because of
the “testing” routine and they have
welcomed the single visit
alternative.

With the factors calculated, the
members receive the same man-
agement information as those who
purchase 2X DHI records.

qu 3X herds, the A/P program
requires two visits to the farm by
the supervisor, still eliminating
one milking.

ECONOMICAL
Now for the economical advan-

Of course, there are programs
where the supervisor does not have
to stay at all, but for an “official”
A/P test he is required. That also
leaves the responsibilities of the
equipment and samples to the
supervisor, making him well worth
the wages.

The Pa. DHIA supervisor is a
trained professional and the
increased opportunity to test more
herds is a viable incentive for top
notch supervisors.

ACCURATE

The third point is accuracy.

Several research studies to
determine accuracy of A/P factor-
ing have proven that the AM/PM
program is just as accurate as the
conventional 2X DHI herds.

Some of the studiés were done
in herds where the cows were
milked with computerized equip-
ment that recorded each cow’s pro-
duction to the 10th of a pound,
every milking.

With 98 percent accuracy, under
these conditions, A/P testing is
indeed a reasonable altcrnative to
2X or 3X testing,

The key to the whole process is
the alternating of the monitored
milking from a morning milking
one month to an evening milking
the next.

In any given lactation, half of

the tests should represent evening
and the other half moming milk-
ings. This is necessary to accomo-
date herds that milk on something
different than a 12-hour schedule,
cows that vary from morning to
night and component tests that
vary.

While on accuracy, I must note
the quality of the milk sample.

With A/P testing, the vial 1s on
the farm once, filled completely,
and is representative of that
milking,

With 2X herds, it is difficult to
predict variations in the amount of
milk from one milking to another,
thus permitting the possibility of
not getting a proportionate sample
of the two milkings. This is alle-
viated with the A/P program.

Also, the single milking sample
is refrigerated after milking and
stays there until tested at the lab.

This eliminates virutally all prob-
lems that could possibly arise with
increased handling.

Pa. DHIA has an outstanding
record for sample quality, so that
should never be a factor in choos-
ing a type of testing program. It

* Oil-Saving Ecomatic™

just reinforces the accuracy of A/P
testing.

AM/PM testing is official in the
sense that the supervised A/P
records are used by the USDA for
sire susnmaries, and the members
must follow the rules and regula-

tions governing official type

programs.

However, A/P is also incorpor-
ated into the “unofficial” type
programs; owner-sampler and
PRIME, where the records are

(Turn to Page A31)
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SAVE $30%-$40%

STIHL o24wB — 530995*

QUALI

* Made in the U S. A
* Ant: - Vibration Handies!
Ignition’
Inertia Chain Brake!
Lube System!

* Lifetime Electronic
* Quickstop™

TY!

282 HP/10.4 Ibs.

026 — S35995*

3.49 HP/10 4 ibs

* Includes 16 bar & chain

THEST/HL

Professional Backpack Blowers

POWERFUL
Air Flow Vol

LIGHTWEIGHT  UPto 476 ~fm

18 51ibs

Prices Starting at $384.95

AIR FORCE
Hat

COMFORTABLE

Anti Vibration System
Padded backpack
Adjustable straps

Options
Vacuum Attachment
Sprayer Attachment

Special
ONLY
$929*

Value $5.95

COUPON COUPON COUPON COUPON COUPON

Hunter's

Hunter's safety orange
warm foam cap

*When you test drive o Stihi, now through November 25th
COUPON COUPON COUPON COUPON COUPO!‘J

Available at these servicing dealers

Bechtelsvill
PASSMORE SERVICE

CENTER, INC.
RD 1, Rt. 100
215-367-9084

East Earl

GOODS LAWN & GARDEN
CENTER

Route 23
717-354-4026 Ext. 34

[ WHY NOT STAY HEALTHY?

Avoid Dust & Odor Problems - Protect Your Lungs!
v ' « Removes spores, mold, particles that cause
allergies, asthma & farmers lung.

-\

BOMBERGER’S LAWN
& GARDEN

Eim: 717-864-4663
Lebanon: 717-272-4158

Ephrata

Gap

GAP POWER EQUIPMENT

Corner of Rt. 30 & Rt 897
717-442-8970

Hgmgur ¢
SHARTLESVILLE
RARM SERVICE
RD 1, Box 1382
215-488-1025

Jonestown

BLUE MOUNTAIN
ENTERPRISES, INC.
Rt. 72 South
717-885-2004

Lebanon

THE FARM WORKSHOP

1611 Fonderwhite Rd.
717-273-8540

Myerstown

EBLING LAWN &

Peach Bottom

WAKEFIELD SAW SHOP
742 Nottingham Rd

Bonks
A & B SALES & SERVICE
370 Newpon Road
2 Miles South of RL 23 Along 772
Thru Monterey

Somerset, PA
McCoole, MD

LINCOLN SUPPLY &
EQUIPMENT CO.
Somerset, PA 814-443-1691
McCoole, MD 301-786-8800

Watsontown
BEILER'S REPAIR
1 ML, W, of Turbotville
On Rt. 44
RD 2, Box 54

mobeLacH $279
wirechargeable battery

.

« Excellent for swathing, baling, combining, hog &
poultry confinement, mowing & cleaning grain bins.

« Comfortable, lightweight & portable - Less than 2ibs.
« Chemical & pesticide systems available.

CALL FOR FREE INFO TODAY « CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SCHICK FARMS

R.D. #2, Box 219, Kutztown, PA 19530
215-285-6519 or 1-800-527-7675

WES STAUFFER
ENGINES & EQUIPMENT
23 Plessant Valley Rd.
717-738-4218

Ephrat rgh n

HOLLINGER'S LAWN &
GARDEN EQUIP.
Ephrata, PA 717-738-1131
Hershey, PA 717-833-4080
Lancaster, PA 717-858-2710

GARDEN SERVICE
698 E. Lincoin Ave,
717-868-6720

Ono

SHUEY’S SALES & SERVICE
Jonestown Rd.
T17-088-4018

ford

OXFORD GREENLINE, INC.
1100 Limestone Rd.
215-032.2573

M.S. YEARSLEY & SONS
110-120 E. Market St.
215-696-2090
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