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Farmers Have Tough Time With Waste Oil

WAYNE MC FARLAND
Special To Lancaster Farming

YORK (York Co.) — Waste oil
disposal has become a big prob-
lem for farmers in recent years
because of strict environmental
regulations that have been adopted
to protect air and groundwater
quality.

The quantity of waste oil gener-
ated every year by vehicle fleets,
including much farm equipment,
has increased steadily, and it is
becoming more difficult to get rid
of it all the time. It is important for
service departments to protect
themselves by knowing proper
disposal methods for wastc oil.

Fortunately, waste oil can be
recycled as lubricating oil, or, in
some cases, burncd as fuel. This
helps conserve fuel supplies while
providing a safe way to dispose of
a toxic waste material.

Typical waste oils include used
crankcase oil, transmission fluid,
hydraulic oil, and gear lube. Some
compounds in waste oil are poi-
sonous and can cause problems if
released into the environment,

How can waste oil damage the
cnvironment? Waste oil poured on
the ground or roads can be carried
through the soil by rainwater and
ultimately may contaminate wells
used for drinking water, livestock
watering, or irrigauon. Improperly
disposed waste o1l may end upina
landfill where it can leak out to
contaminate groundwater and sur-
face water,

Modem waste oils may contain
heavy metals such as lead, zinc,
chromium, and cadmium, which
are toxic to fish, wildlife, and

some crops. Hydrocarbons in
waste oil can cause taste and odor
problems and foul groundwater
and streams. A concentration of
only one part per million, waste
oil can cause taste and odor prob-
lems in drinking water. This
means that four quarts of oil from
a typical automotive oil change
can contaminate a million gallons
of drinking water — as much as
the average famuly uses in five
years.

What methods should be used
to properly dispose of waste 0il?
The following guidelines are
recommended by several state
environmental agencies:

» Storage: Used lubricating oils,
including crankcase oil, hydraulic
fluid, gear lube, and transmission
fluid should be kept in a container
with a tight fitting lid. Never add
solvent, anti-freeze, or paint thin-
ner to the used oil container. Sol-
vents are much more toxic than
waste oil and should always be
disposed of at a regulated collec-
tion center. Contact your state reg-
ulatory agency for location of the
nearest hazardous materials col-
lection center which will accept
solvents or other chemicals.

Some states require waste oil
tanks to be labeled, and may limit
the quantity of waste oil that can
be sorted in one location. In gener-
al, once a 55-gallon drum is filled,
it should be properly disposed of
within ninety (90) days.

It 1s a good idea to store sorbent
materials, such as sorbent pads or
““kitty litter,”’ near waste oil tanks
or drums to allow quick cleanup or
spills.

* Burning: As long as waste oil
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It runs circles around trees,
shrubs, fence rails and the

powered engine the mow n machine also features
an out front mower deck finger tip controls for speed
direction and breaking and a comfortable vinyl padded
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Adding versatility to the mow’n machine is easy with these

Grass Vac Grass Vac Snow thrower Dozer blade Sweepster'™ brush
8cu ft capacity 13cu tt capacity with cab clears a cleans a
Shde in Nylon Bag  Metal Hopper clears a 48 path 48 path

47 path

..come in for a demonstration

Pottstown, PA
218-460-6391

18 not contaminated by solvents or
chemicals, meets CPA specifica-
tions, most states allow on-site
buming of waste oil for heating.
However, other states place restr-
ictions on burning, so regulations
should be carefully checked
before burning waste oil.

With the proper equipment,
waste oil can be blended with No.
2 fuel oil and burned in an
approved waste oil burner. Since
waste oil may contain water, grit,
and other impurities that can dam-
age conventional equipment it
should never be burned in an con-
ventional oil burner or diesel
engine.

Many states prohibit burning
waste oil collected from offsite
sources, so you can burn only your
own waste oil. Also, many states
require permits for waste oil burn-
ing to insure compliance with air
quality regulations.

* Disposal: For those who gen-

erate less than five gallons of
waste oil at a time, several states
allow small quantities of waste oil
to be disposed of at a service sta-
tion or approved collection center.
Several states require service sta-
tions to accept a limited quantity
of waste oil from the public,
unless their collection tanks are
full. Other states rely on voluntary
cooperation from service stations
to accept waste oil. Since dealers
usually have to pay to dispose of
the waste oil, finding a disposal
location is getting more difficult.
. For most commercial or munic-
ipal waste oil generators, arrange-
ments can be made with a licensed
waste oil transporter to pick the
waste oil at your location. Waste
oil transporters are usually listed
in the yellow pages and will quote
prices for disposal, so it pays to
shop around.
It is a good idea to keep accu-
rate records of quantities and

types of waste oil disposed of,
especially hauler invoices,
receipts, or manifests. The waste
oil hauler should include his
license numbers on all records, so
you can prove that the oil was leg-
ally disposed of.

If you are unsure of where to
dispose of waste oil, call your
state environmental agency or the
EPA information line (800)
(424-9346).

Waste oil collectors usually
take the oil to reprocessors who
filter the oil and blend additives to
allow it to be reused as lubricating
oil. Recycling makes sense — 1t
takes 42 gallons of crude oil to
produce the same amount of lubrn-
cating oil provided by re-refining
just one gallon of used motor oil.

If the waste oil meets EPA spe-
cifications, some waste oil collec-
tors blend waste oil with heating
oil to sell as low-grade heating o1l
for industry, ships, or green-
houses.
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Sized and priced just right
for a variety of farm work,
Deutz-Allis 6200 Series
tractors bring you the

You'll have a durable
Deutz AirDiesel engine
and your choice of optional
features, such as PTO and
3-point hitch at both front

economy of Deutz air-
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AG-ND. EQ,, INC.
Rising Sun. Md.
301-398-6132

B. EQUIP,, INC.
Waynesboro, Pa.
717-762-3193

B.HM. FARM EQUIP,,

INC.
Annville, Pa.
717-867-2211

Choose from 43 to 71 hp,
with 2-wheel or all-wheel
i drive and available cab.

SEE YOUR DEALER TODAY

and rear.

Stop in soon and see all
the unique advantages
of our 6200 Series tractors.
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- See what sets us.apart.

HOLTRY'S EQUIPMENT
Roxbury, Pa.
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NICHOLS FARM EQUIP.

Bloomsburg, Pa,
717-784-.7731

FARMEHLEOUIP &
Airville, Pa.
. 717-862-3967

LINCOLN SUPPLY PETERMAN FARM EQUIP.
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