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regulate 3,300 different firms that
are subject to interstate commerce
trade laws. These include stock-
yards, livestock auctions, com-
mission firms, order buyers, deal-
ers, meat packers, brokers, distri-
butors, and wholesalers.
Payment protection for the pro-
ducer is a major part of his agen-
cy’s responsibilities, said Helms.
Auction markets, packers, and
dealers are required to pay for
livestock by the close of business
on the day after possession is
transferred -- generally two busi-
ness days. For carcass sales where

grade, payment is required by the
end of the next business day after
the final purchase price is deter-
mined. Any other payment plan
must be agreed to in writing by the
seller prior to the sale.

Packers and stockyards ensures
payment protection by requiring
bonding and trust accounts by
auctions and packers. A seller has
30 calendar days to notify P & S if
payment is not received if suffi-
cient funds are not available to
cover the check received. Each
seller must file a case against the
offending business in civil court,
since P & S cannot file on their

have been decided which have set
the precedent for sellers to receive
legal fees and interest on unpaid
livestock sales.

Helms concluded by noting P &
S is also involved in regulating
predatory pricing, weight, and
price manipulation, commercial
bribery, and illegal brokerage. For
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more information, write or call
USDA Packers and Stockyards
Administration, 1860 Charter
Lane, Suite E, Lancaster, PA
17601, (717) 299-6313, or contact
Sheila Miller, president of the
BCCA, (215) 589-5617.
Upcoming events planned by
the BCCA include a summer field

MILK. IT’S FITNESS
YOU CAN DRINK.

trip to Virginia cattle country on
July 21-22; beef promotion at the
Scenic River Festival at Reading
from July 25-29 and the Reading
Fair in September; Dutch Country
Calf Sale on October 27, 1990, at
the Lebanon Fairgrounds; and an
annual membership banquet in
October.

payment is based on dressed

FREE FREIGHT ON ALL COMPLETE CONVEYOR CHAIN
All Makes And Models Available - CALL FOR PRICE!

behalf. Helms noted court cases
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