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Atthough not raised on a farm, Jacy Clugston began milking cows on a neighboring
farmwhen she was 12. Now 16, Jacy’s success with farm work and FFA Is steering her
toward a career in animal and dairy science.

Teen Prefers Barn Over House Chores

LOU ANN GOOD
Lancaster Farming Staff
MANHEIM (Lancaster Co.) —

Jacy Clugston, a petite and viva-
cious blonde, thinks cows are the
neatest.

Since she was 12 years old, Jacy
has been milking cows, cleaning
the barn, giving cattle injections,
and participating in FFA activities.
As the state winner in the FFA
creed contest, Jacy wona trip to the
Kansas FFA convention last year.

If Jacy had been raised on the
farm, her activities might have
been expected but Jacy wasn’t
raised on a farm.

“When I was 12, I was babysit-
ting for a little boy who begged me
to take him to the barn,” Jacy said.

A lover of animals, Jacy
admired the cows and spoke with
the herdswoman about the
animals.

Surprisingly, the herdswoman
offered Jacy a job. Thrilled, Jacy
begged her mother to let her try it.

The experience changed her
life.

“It was the best thing that ever
happened to me — I love milking
cows,” Jacy said.

According to Jacy, Sarah Mor-
gan, the herdswoman, explained
the duties, then left Jacy to work on
her own.

Soon Jacy could easily handle
the milkking of 30 cows. She
became adept at barn cleaning and
giving the cows shots.

“I have a growing interest in vet
work,” Jacy said. “Sarah taught me
a lot about animal husbandry.”

Sarah also gave Jacy her first
calf, which has now grown to be a
cow and produced another calf,

In 1988, Sarah Morgan moved
her dairy operation and Jacy began
working for the neighboring Bal-
mer Brothers Farm where she and
three other women milk 130 cows.

With her interest sparked by her
cow-milking job, Jacy decided to
take an agriculture education class
at Manheim Central High School
where she was introduced to the
FFA.

“I joined just for the heck of it,”
Jacy said. “I didn’t know what I
was getting into.”

What Jacy discovered about the
FFA excites her. “FFA is one of
the best organizations ever. It
teaches leadership, cooperation,
and offers so many opportunities,”
she said.

One of those opportunities for
Jacy is the speech competition. As
a ninth grader, she competed on
four different levels to win the

state championship in the creed
contest. Her victory sent her to the
national FFA convention in Kan-
sas City.

Jacy, who claims to have a com-
petitive spirit, likes to excell in
everything. She was disappointed
that ninth grade state winners
weren’t given the opportunity to
compete on the national level, but
she said, “The trip opened my
mind to new opportunities and
goals.”

As a district speech winner in
the FFA prepared speaking con-
test, Jacy hopes her speaking skills
will gain another state win for her
as the competition continues.

“Winning motivates me to go
farther and to try new things.”

The thought of not winning isn’t
completely demoralizing to her.
She said, “If I don’t win, I believe
that God has a purpose for every-
thing and I'll just try harder next
time.”

Within the next few years, Jacy
hopes to try out for the county
dairy princess title and for a
national FFA office.

Her enthusiasm about FFA
equals her dismay at Gov. Casey
for cutting FFA funds. She said,
“It’s like biting the hand that feeds
you. He’s made a great mistake.”

Her ambition is recruiting others
to take ag education classes and
participate in FFA,

Jacy’s interests are not limited
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to farming. She is a cheerleader,
involved in the school musical,
takes voice lessons, and sings sol-
os at church functions and school
chorus. She is also amember of the
National Honor Society.

“I’m ambitious,” Jacy said. “I
like to push myself todo my bestin
everything I do.”

Jacy has one 10-year-old
brother who sums up his sister’s
activities with the words, “Jacy
isn’t around much,”

Her FFA projects this year
include her on-farm experience, a
cow, a heifer, and a home-
improvement project that includes
pool repair, yard maintenance, and
landscaping.

Jacy is the daughter of Kenneth
and Phyllis Clugston, Manheim.
Her father owns Craft-Bilt Con-
struction, which builds agriculture
structures,

“Sometimes,” Jacy said, “I tell
my dad, who had been raised on a
farm, that women do a better job at
milking cows than men. Women
have softer voices and more pati-
ence and I think cows respond to
that.”

Her dad disagrees. He believes
cows respond to whoever they get
used to milking them.

Regardless, Jacy said, she found
that she makes a fine match with
cows and she doesn’t let them inti-
midate her because of her small
size.
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Distinction

Sixteen-year-old Jacy Clugston helps milk 130 Holsteins on
the Balmer Brothers Dalry Farm, Manheim.

See your nearest
NEW HOLLAND

Dealer for Dependable
Equipment and

Dependable Service:

PENNSYLVANIA

Annviile, PA

Hughesville, PA

g:xp;zrnlr e Famsworth Farm

, Inc. Supplies, Inc.
RD1, Rte. 934 103 Cemetery Street
717-867-2211 717-584-2106

Beavertown, PA Lancaster, PA

Lancaster Ford
E:S,;,f,’,'{ Inc Tractor, Inc.
AD 1. Box 217A 1655 Rohrerstown Rd.
Y 717-569-7063

717-658-7024

New Holland, PA
A.B.C. Groff, Inc.

Belleville, PA

Ivan J. Zook 110 South Railroad
Farm Equipment 717-354-

Belleville, Pa. 384-4191
717-935-2048

Oley, PA

Canton, PA gﬂi’)’. V2Von51dler Bros.
Hess Farm Equipment  215-087-6257

717-673-5143

Pitman, PA
Schreffler Equipment
Pitman, PA
717-648-1120

Carlisle, PA

R&W Equipment Co.
35 East Willow Street
717-243-2686

Quakertown, PA

Chambersburg, PA C.J. Wonsidler Bros.

Clugston R.D. 1
implement, Inc. 215-536-1935
RD 1

717-263-4103

Ringtown, PA
Concordville, PA Ringtown Farm

Wenner Ford Tractor,  Equipment

inc. Ringtown, PA
Rt. 202 South 717-889-3184
215-399-9615

Davidsburg, PA Tamaqus, PA

George N. Gross, Inc  Charles S Snyder, Inc
R.D. 2, Dover, PA RD 3
717-292-1673 717-386-5945

Elizabethtown, PA

Messick Farm
Equipment, Inc

Rt. 283 - Rheem's Exit
717-367-1319

West Grove, PA

SG Lews & Son, Inc
R.D 2, Box 66
215-869-2214

Gettysburg, PA MARYLAND
Yingling implements, Churchville, MD

Inc. Walter G. Coale, Inc
3291 Taneytown Rd  2849.53
717-359-4848 Churchville Rd

301-838-6470

Greencastle, PA Frederick, MD

Meyers Ceresville

Implement's Inc. Ford New Molland, Inc

400 N. Antnm Way Rt. 26 East

P.O Box 97 301-662-4197

717-597-2176 Outside MD,
800-331-9122

Halitax, PA

Sweigard Bros.
R.D. 3, Box 13
717-896-3414

Hagerstown, MD

Antietam Ford Tractor
301-791-1200

NEW JERSEY

Hamburg, PA

Shartlesville Bridgeton, N.J.

Farm Service Leslie G. Fogg, Inc.

R.D. 1, Box 1392 Canton & Stow Creek

215-488-1025 Landing Rd.
609-451-2727
609-935-5145

Honey Brook, PA

Dependable Motor Co.
East Main Street
215-273-3131
215-273-3737

Washington, NJ

Frank Rymon & Sons
201-689-1464

Honey Grove, PA Woodstown, NJ
Notman D. Clark Owen Supply Co.
& Son, Inc. Broad Street &
Honey Grove, PA East Avenue
717-734-3682 609-769-0308
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