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Family Of Easter Seal Ambassador Strives
To Turn Handicap

-5

See your nearest

o Positive Experience e HOLLAND

LOU ANN GOOD

Lancaster Farming Staff

MANHEIM (Lancaster Co.) —
Spinal bifida. The diagnosis sent
an icy chill of dismay through
Gary and Rita Witmyer when their
first child was bom five years ago.

Today the Witmyer’s Manheim
home bubbles with laughter, joy
and action. Garrison’s accom-
plishments have far exceeded doc-
tors’ prognosis. Recently he was
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inserted a shunt or pressure valve
betwen the brain and a major blood
vessel to help drain the fluid.
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bright, he leamed to talk and do
many tactile skills at,an early age.

But “being bright” didn’t fill the
void that every parent desires — *“a

ing in the sandbox and helping his
dad in the work shop where Garri-
son said, “He fixes lots of things.”.

The Witmyers own a 15-acre

Yingling Implements,
Inc.

3291 Taneytown Rd.
717-359-4848

MARYLAND

Churchviile, MD
Walter G. Coale, Inc.

: " 2849-53
child completely whole.” farm where they have horses, Churchille Rd. :
You want to see your child  gheep mini lop rabbits, and show Gresncastie, PA 301-838-6470 >
develop normally. To walk ?,“d run chickens. Garrison enjoys helping Meyers
and grown independent,” Rita care for the animals. Implements Inc. Frederick, MD .
said. “But you know what I like :,Og '{B'OA":';" Way gerr:s;;ille Holland. | Y
i i 2 0. X o] oW ang, InC. &
ne?‘l’_c“‘;s sa:ld g)‘r"sé“‘“.‘gs would  pegy? he asked. _ Rita Witmeyer 717-587-2176 Rt. 26 East X
ér happei arnson.. Then without a moment's hesi- 301-662-4197 v
In addition to spinal bifida, tation, he anwered. “I love to ., . Outside MD, 5
which has an accompanying walk.” port,” Rita said. “The therapy and Hallfax. PA 800-331-9122 o
muscle and nerve weakness in the Tt has been t ince Gar- training the program provides is - R
T e s pov gl noc G AL B Py § S tegmom, U
bladder control, he was bom with-  nomerts eves plow as she watches {0 it.” Every family with a hand- 717-896-3414 Antietam Pord Tractor
. . . 8 301-791-1200
out hip sockets and with club feet. him. “I never get tired of watching icapped child can benefit from the
Corrective surgery was performed him.” she remarked. counseling and programs that the
on his feet, and he was fitted with With his hand-held crutch organization provides. The Lan- NEW JERSEY
braces to straighten his 1 h 8 tanc-1e € Cuiches, caster chapte be ted Hamburg, PA
10 straig Is legs. Garrison propels himself in long, aster chapter can be contacted at Shartiesville Bridgeton, N.J.
Garrison learned to crawl by agile strides across the room 625 Community Way, Lancaster, Farm Service o G. Foag. |
lling his body along with his : 1 PA 17603. al Leslie G. Fogg, Inc. &
pulling Yy g The Witmeyers have a another ] R.D. 1, Box 1392 Canton & Stow Creek $
arms. child, Gabrielle, 2, and another on But most of all, the Witmeyers - 215-488-1025 Landing Rd.
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stand without falling when he was
two-years-old.
When the therapist saw how

enjoying watching her do so many
things.
Gabrielle and Garrison are close

know that and we want everyone
else to know it.”
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