Chickens Live To Old Age In Lancaster County Henhouse

LITITZ (Lancaster Co.) — For
a lot of laying hens, thélr first year
in the henhouse is followed by a
trip to the soup factory. The chick-
ens on Richard Myer’s Lancaster
County farm ultimately take that
ride, but before they go they often
cluck contentedly along for three
years.

Myer’s farm is near Milton
Grove and operates as The Egg
Basket. Myer explained that pro-
ducing hens must go through a

the

industry in:

molting process, just as their
jungle forebears had to do, before
they enter a new laying cycle.

When chickens molt, they lose
most of their feathers and they
stop laying. As their feathers grow
back, they begin to lay eggs again.
In their second laying cycle, hens
lay about 80 percent of the number
of eggs produced in the first cycle.
In the third cycle, production will
fall off another 10 percent.

It is because of this reduction

THE LEADER

that most farmers get rid of their
hens alter the first laying cycle.
Myer’s birds are divided into four
flocks cach of 80,000. It costs
about $200,000 to replace an
80-bird flock. By molting his
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flocks, Myer feels he’s saving the
$200,000, and the higher price he
gets for his larger eggs makes up
for the lowered production.
Another unusual feature of The
Egg Basket operation is the hand-

ling of the manure. Manure is
scraped out of the laying houses
every week. It is then fermented
and run through a dryer beforc
being sold to a company that bags
it for garden fertilizer.

PENNSYLVANIA

717-862-3967 or 3968

Bechteisville
MILLER EQUIPMENT
215-845-2911

Belleville
IVAN J. ZOOK & SONS, INC.
717-935-2048

Bethe|
ZIMMERMAN'S FARM SERVICE
717-933-4114

Cochranville
STOLTZFUS FARM SERVICE
215-503-2407

HINES EQUIPMENT
814-886-4183
Bellwood
814-742-8171

Dover
GEORGE N. GROSS, INC.
717-202-1673

Alryille
FARMERS EQ. & SUPPLY CO., INC.

Easton
FANCY FURROW FARMS AG. EQ.
215-252-8828

Ephrata
ROY H. BUCH, INC.
RD 2
717-859-2441

Everett
SOLLENBERGER EQUIPMENT,

INC.
814-652-5223

Gettvsburg
YINGLING'S IMPLEMENTS
717-359-4848

Greencastle
MEYERS IMPLEMENTS, INC.
717-597-2176

Honesdale
MARSHALL MACHINERY, INC.
717-729-7117

Jersey Sh
THOMAS L. DUNLAP

717-398-1391

Since 1899 when New Idea led the way with
invention of the mechanical manure
spreader, they have been leading the

QUALITY...unreputably known as the best
spreader built for years

SERVICE...leading the way with strong
service and parts support.

PRICE...High quality spreaders at an
economy spreader price.

The manure spreader leader - New Idea

SEE YOUR NEW IDEA DEALER TODAY

Jerseytown .
WILLIAM F. WELLIVER
717-437-2430

Kittannin
RYTZ'E'R-EgUIP., INC.

412-543-2441

wceC.C

Klingerstown .
STANLEY'S FARM SERVICE

717-648-2088

Lebanon (Fontana)
UMBERGER'S OF FONTANA
RD 4
717-867-5161

Maxatawny
N.H. FLICKER & SONS, INC.
215.683-7252

Mitflinburg
BS & B REPAIR
717-966-3756

Bl Hait
DUNKLE AND GRIEB
717-726-3115

0%
4.9%
8.9%
9.4%
9.9%

Special Cash Discounts OR
6 Mo. Interest Waiver OR

12 Mos.
24 Mos.
36 Mos.
48 Mos.
60 Mos.

Available on any New Idea equipment that
is currently in the inventory. This offer
in effect until December 22, 1989

NEW IDEA

New Holland
A.B.C. GROFF, INC.
717-354-4191

Qakiand Mills
PEOPLES SALES & SERVICE, INC.
717-463-2735

Quakertown
C.J. WONSIDLER BROS.
215-536-1935

Querryville
A.L. HERR & BRO.
717-786-3521

Somerset
LINCOLN SUPPLY &
EQUIPMENT CO.
814-629-5621

Spring Mills
HT. 45 SALES
& SERVICE
RD 1
814-422-8805

Tunkhannock
ACE- JURISTA, INC.
717-836-2610

MARYLAND

Churchville
WALTER G. COALE, INC.
301-734-7722
301-879-1434

Frederick
KNOTT & GEISBERT, INC.
RD 2
301-662-3800

Hagerstown
ANTIETAM FORD TRACTOR
301-791-1200

Lineboro
WERTZ GARAGE, INC.
301-374-2672

Rising Sun
BIGGS, INC.
301-658-5531

NEW JERSEY

Bridgeton
LESLIE FOGG INC.
609-935-5145

' Columbus
REED BROS. EQUIPMENT
609-267-3363




