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Sheep Industry Supports Future Funding Concepts

DENVER, CO — “Sheep pro-
ducers have to think about perfor-
mance, from the day we choose a
ram until the day that lamb goes to
market,” said Bill Schneemann,
president of the American Sheep
Industry Association. “And there
is no difference when we talk
about our national association.
ASI has got to perform or the
sheep industry will not be able to
meet the challenges of the next
decade and the next century.”

Schneemann said producers
across the country have chal-
lenged ASI to perform to the bene-
fit of the U.S. sheep industry. “I
am confident ASI can meet that
challenge,” he said. “Sheep indus-
try leaders took on the most criti-
cal of issues -- using foresight and
vision to plot a road for the indus-
try in the future. .

“Nobody ever said' the road
would be smooth. But we're going
forward, addressing problems in
our industry head-on,” he said.

Schneemann talked about the
ASI board’s move to pursue legis-
lation for a lamb checkoff. “Many
producers have heard about the
proposed lamb checkoff,” he said.
“I hope they know what convic-
tian it took for the board to
approve a plan to seek enabling
legislation for a checkoff. We are
talking about giving producers a
choice in future years and about
securing funding for the promo-
tion and marketing of products.”

The ASI president says the
move to seek checkoff legislation
does not mean there will be a
checkoff this year or next. “The
timing of a checkoff would be up
to the sheep producers across the
country,” he said. “At this time,
there is no specific time table for
the implementation of a lamb
checkoff. But this legislation,
proposed at a time when the politi-
cal climate favors self-help pro-
grams, will allow us that alterna-
tive if and when we need it.”

ASI is working to appropriately

place the legislation for introduc-
tion sometime this year or next,
depending on the political climate
in Washington, he said.

Most debated have been the
procedures behind the potential
checkoff, Schneemann said.
Board members discussed the
establishment of the checkoff sys-
tem aimed at creating an efficient
method of collection that would
best benefit the industry. The
option of a multi-point checkoff or
a one-point checkoff was studied,
with the final decision falling in
favor of a multi-point checkoff --
35 cents at every point of sale of
any sheep.

“Our primary aim is to spread
the cost of promotion over all seg-
ments of the industry, rather than
allowing one segment to pay the
total price,” Schneemann said.

Implementation of the checkoff
is already a point of discussion in
many state associations as they
begin holding annual meetings.
“Most are realizing the ultimate
benefit of such a checkoff to the
state association,” Schneemann
said. “This idea is building a lot of
momentum.”

In its action supporting the
checkoff, the board strongly
opposed the inclusion of imports
in the checkoff program, feeling
their inclusion would compromise
the marketing programs of Fresh
American Lamb. Schneemann
said their decision “reflects the
depth of conviction to promoting
the quality of American lamb.”

Above all else, the board
expressed its support for the conti-
nuation of the National Wool Act,
Schneemann stressed. “If at any
time, the effort to obtain legisla-
tion for a lamb checkoff appears to
endanger the Wool Act, it will be
dropped. ASI is strongly behind
the renewal of this important
legislation and is calling for its
renewal in its present form.”

Here is a summary of the points
to be included in the checkoff
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legislation:

*» Checkoff rate of 35 cents/
sheep/sale and slaughter. Changes
to the rate could only be made
through subsequent producer
referendum;

« States with qualified organi-
zations would receive half of the
assessment on all live sheep col-
lections; half of live sheep collec-
tions and all processor collections
to go to the national association;

» ASI would be the national
certified organization with ASI
Lamb Council the general opefat-
ing body; the council would be
made up of six producers/feeders
appointed by the ASI Executive
Committee, three feeders
appointed by the USDA Secret-
ary, three processors appointed by
the USDA Secretary, one chair-
man appointed by the ASI Presi-
dent; the council would make
program recommendations to be
approved by the ASI Board;

« Programs conducted by allied

organizations such as, but not lim-
ited to, SID, NSIP, NLFA and the
National Live Stock & Meat
Board, would be supported
through a proposal process;

» States with existing checkoff
programs at time of passage
would be grandfathered at their
checkoff rate or up to 25 cents;

» States may choose to collect
the assessment or have the nation-
al collect;

« ASI, by request of the majori-
ty of state member associations
and a two-thirds vote of the board,

could request the Secretary of
Agriculture start the program.
Implementation would be through
a majority of eligible producers,
feeders and processors.
“Producers need to support this
important legislation because it
gives us an important choice about
the future of the lamb and wool
industry,” Schneemann said.
“Ultimately, each of you will be
asked to make that cheice iff a
referendum at some point in the
future. Now, we need to give
ourselves that opportunity.”

Pork Prose

(Continued from Page C2)

finally resorted to hiding them, just
so SOMEONE knew where they
were).

Second, try to identify the
machinery and equipment on
which it will pay to invest routine
maintenance. For example, some
motors are so valuable that you
need to do cverythmg you can to

keep them running. Others are less -

expensive or less important. You
might be further ahead to simply
replace these when they fail rather
than spend time and money trying
to maintain them.

Finally, if you have more than
one person at the operatwn, iden-
tify one person that is good at, and
interested in maintenance.

Summary

All pork producers need extra
time. One way to get it is to be
more efficient at every task you do.
Three rules that have worked for
me:

+]. Have a system. Establish a
daily and weekly routine. You'll
have to bend on this from time to
time. But there is little question
that this is an efficient way of com-
pleting the every-day chores.
. 2. Finish one job before you
tackle another. This helps elimi-
nate some of the “down-time”
between jobs.

+3, Don’t create work for your-
self. Don’t do things that aren’t
necessary, Look for easier and
quicker ways of accomplishing
each task.

isg

£ iﬁ;x

“SOYBEAN ROASTING
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.+ All in one unit

$ soybean industry
$ » Ready for storage
* Economical

i call Schnupp’

on your farm
Don't Waste It - Roast It!

-----

ROAST & COOL

$ ° Your own grain on your farm

« Latest in Roasting Technology

$ * Roast at higher temperatures

} + Cools in just 10 minutes

« Ultimate in flavor, palability, uniformity in full-fat

s Grain Roasting |
to ROAST/COOL and dry and keep your own
high quality corn on your farm.

RD 6, Lebanon, Pe. 17042 PH: 717-865-6611
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Are You Tired Of Fixing
Steel And Wood Penning In
Your Hog Barn?

Then Try Our Concrete Hog Penning.

o Steam Cured Reinforced Concrete To Serve For

|} ¢ Priced Competitive To Steel Penning

* Weighs Only 13 Lbs. Per Sq. Ft.

¢ Very Easy To Install

e P.V.C. Channel To Anchor On Floor

» Gates Can Be Attached To Steel Channel That Fits
‘On Top and Ends Of All Concrete Panels.

Call For Your Nearest Dealer

. Order Your Schnupp Grain Roasting Winroes Truck
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717-355-2361

Syri-Con Precast Concrete Corp

477 E. Farmersville Rd., New Holland, PA 17557



