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cusses the farm operation with his wife Beth.

Proud To Be A Farmer

BY LOU ANN GOOD

FLEETWOOD ° (Berks) —
Breeder, vet, farm owner, mechan-
ic, business manager arc a few
titles that describe Floyd Kurtz.
The Fleetwood farmer recently
was named the outstanding farmer
under 40 by the Kutztown Jaycees.

Not only does the local com-
munity think Floyd is a great far-
mer, his wife, Beth, agrees. “He is
a good farmer,” she says. “I'm
proud of him. He is such a hard
worker and doesn’t give himself
enough credit for all he does.”

It takes a lot of hard work to
keep their 110-acre Fleetwood
farm in good shape. Kurtz farms a
total of 280 acres with alfafa, soy-

Fleetwood farmer Floyd Kurtz enjoys repairing equip-

beans, wheat, oats, and barley.

He sells some and the remainder
goes to feed his 61-head registered
Holsteins and their replacement
stock. He has a rolling herd aver-
age of 18,000 pounds.

While some farmers complain
of milk prices, Floyd believes “it’s
decent.”

But like most farmers, Floyd
maintains that costs must be
watched. He credits his ability to
making farming profitable to buy-
ing equipment at sales and to being
able to do most of the vet work on
his herd.

“You got to save where you
can,” he insists. “Farm sales are the
only way I buy equipment. I let the
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The Kurtz’s believe that it is Beth’s job to take care of the
house and Fioyd's to take care of the barn. She enjoys
decorating their farmhouge with antiques and collectibles.
Here she arranges one of her 30 dolis in an antique high
chair.
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rich guys who farm for a hobby
buy the new stuff then whenit'sa
few years old, I buy it.”

Equipment repairs do not faze
him because he enjoys working on
machinery as long as it doesn’t
break down during planting or
harvesting.

Saving where you can includes
putting the herd on pasture
whenever weather permits. This
year the herd was out until Decem-
ber and then put out again in
March, “It strengthens the cows’
legs. I don’t have near the problem
with weak legs,” Floyd said.

Floyd grew up on a Fleetwood

farm as one of 10 brothers, who he
boasts, each had one sister. (For
those who are puzzled, there was
only one sister among the 10
brothers).

He never seriously considered
doing anything other than farming
and he says, “Even if I wanted to,
my wife wouldn’t let me.”

Beth confirms his statement.
She considers her life and her
children’s life enjoyable by having
husband and father nearby. She
explained, “He gets to do more
stuff with the kids like playing ball
and riding bike. Their children
include Joshua, 9; Abby, 7; and
Rebecca, 16 months.

Beth didn’t grow up on a farm.
The closest she came to farm life
was when she was about 10. Then,
a neighbor affiliated with New
Holland machinery rounded up the
neighborhood kids for an adver-
tisement picture touting the good-
ness of a Model 450 mower. She
still has the picture.

According to Floyd, the Kurtz’s
have the philosopy that “Beth can
run the house and I'll run the barn.”

Although Beth does not take an
active role in farming duties, she
considers her supporter role of
equal importance,

She said, “I think it’s important
fora wife to encourage and support
her husband. He works so hard.
Some days I get upset that he
works so long, but I'm thankful he
is working hard and enjoys it and
not sitting around being lazy.”

Beth prefers to accompany
Floyd to farm sales, where he finds
farm equipment bargains and she
scarches for collectibles. She's
thrilled to find agate ware and
other collectibles stuck in a box of
junk,

In addition to collecting baskets,
dolls; milk bottles, buckets and
memorabilia, which add a warm

(Tum to Page B18)
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NEW HOLLAND

Dealer for Dependable
Equipment and Dependable
Service:

PENNSYLVANIA

Annville, PA
BHM Farm
Equipmont, Inc.
RD1, Rte. 834
717-867-2211

Beavertown, PA

B&R Farm
Equipment, Inc.
RD 1, Box 217A
717-658-7024

Bellevilie, PA

Ivan J. Zook
Farm Equipment
Belleville, Pa.
717-935-2948

Canton, PA

Hess Farm Equipment
717-673-5143

Carlisle, PA
R&W Equipment Co.

4 35 East Willow Street

717-243-2686

Chambersburg, PA

Clugston
Implement, Inc.
R.D. 1
717-263-4103

Elizabethtown, PA
Messick Farm
Equipment, inc.

Rt. 283 - Rheem's Exit
717-367-1319

Gettysburg, PA
Yingling Implements,
Inc.

3291 Taneytown Rd.
717-359-4848

Greencastle, PA
Meyers
Implement's Inc.
400 N. Antrim Way
P.O. Box 97
717-597-2176

Halifax, PA
Sweigard-Bros.
R.D. 3, Box 13
717-896-3414

Hamburg, PA
Shartlesville
Farm Service
R.D. 1, Box 1392
215-488-1025

Honey Brook, PA

Dependable Motor Co.
East Main Street
215-273-3131

215-273-3737

Honey Grove, PA
Norman D. Clark
% Son, inc.
Honey Grove, PA

Y 717-734-3682

Hughesviile, PA

Famsworth Farm
Supplies, Inc.

103 Cemetery Street
717-584-2106

Loysville, PA
Paul_Shovers, inc.
Loysville, PA
717-789-3117

New Holland, PA

A.B.C. Groff, Inc.
110 South Railroad
717-354-4191

Oley, PA
C.J. Wonsidler. Bros.
RD. 2

215-987-6257

Pitman, PA

Schreffler Equipment
Pitman, PA
717-648-1120

Quakertown, PA
C.J. Wonsidler Bros
1

215-536-1935

Quarryville, PA

C.E. Wiley & Son, Inc.
101 South Lime Street
717-786-2895

Ringtown, PA

Ringtown Farm
Equipment
Ringtown, PA
717-889-3184

Tamaqua, PA
Charles S. Snyder, Inc.
RD. 3

717-386-5945

West Grove, PA
S.G. Lewis & Son, Inc.

R.D. 2, Box 66
215-869-2214

MARYLAND
Churchville, MD

Churchville Rd.
301-838-6470

Frederick, MD

Ceresville

Ford New Holland, Inc.
Rt 26 East
301-662-4197

Outside MD,
800-331-9122

Hagerstown, MD

Antietam Ford Tractor
301-791-1200

NEW JERSEY

Bridgeton, N.J.

Leslie G. Fogg, Inc.
Canton & Stow Creek
Landing Rd.
609-451-2727
809-935-5145

Washington, NJ

Frank Rymon & Sons
201-689-1464

Woodstown, NJ
Owen Supply Co.
Broad Street &
East Avenue
609-760-030R
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