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Extension Housing Agent Plans Multi-County Programs

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre)
— Ronald K. Dodds, a multi-
county associate extension agent
for Penn State Cooperative Exten-
sion stationed in Monroe County,
has a full agenda of community
development and agricultural edu-
cation programs for the area.

In agriculture, he is working
with farmers on crop manage-
ment, livestock management and,
more specifically, risk manage-
ment. “I plan to help clients learn
how to use government programs
effectively, develop sound farm
management plans and I have a
special interest in working with
farmers and others on pesticide
safety,” he says.

Most of Dodd’s work in com-
munity development concerns
growth-related issues. He is now
meeting with landowners to estab-
lish agricultural preservation areas
under Act 43 and plans to work
with the Monroe Council of Gov-
emments and local townships on
the program. He also is develop-
ing workshops for local govern-
ment officials on community plan-
ning issues in general, with an
emphasis on planning for change.

“The Monroe County 4-H Gov-
ernment Intern program is an
excellent program to get students
as well as their parents involved in
community issues planning,” says

Ronald K. Dodds

Dodds. “So many of our residents
are new to the area and don't
understand their role in making
local government work. This is a
program I hope to expand next
year,” he says.

The 4-H intern program is oper-
ated through local school districts.
High school students are assigned
to work with a local government
agency on a specific issuc and
they receive academic credit and a
grade for their work. At the
moment, the Pleasant Valley High
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School in Brodheadsville is the
only school in the county partici-
pating in the program.

The quality of individual water
supplies has been a regional con-
cern for some time. Dodds is plan-
ning a workshop on how home
owners can improve the quality of
private water supplies, including
testing options and care and main-
tenance information. He also is
working with the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental
Resources and the Environmental
Protection Agency on a national
pesticides survey concerning pes-
ticides and groundwater supplies.

In the area of renewable resour-
ce management, he is helping to
develop environmentally sound
forestry programs as a member of
the Pocono-Northeast Resource
Conservation and Development
Council’s forestry committee. He
also plans to develop workshops
and printed material on soil nutri-
ent management as part of an
effort to protect the Delaware Bay.

In addition, he plans to develop
indoor air quality workshops
focused on radon education and
on testing programs and options

competition.
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It runs circles around trees,
shrubs, fence rails and the

home owners may have to reduce
radon if necessary. “We will prob-
ably wait until next fall to offer
this program,” he says,

Dodds received a bachelor’s
degree in agronomy from Penn
State in 1982. He has worked in
agricultural business management
and sales with Agway in the centr-
al region of Pennsylvania and was
an assistant manager in three loca-
tions in Cecil and Kent counties
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland
with Southern States Cooperative.
He is a member of a number of
professional associations such as

the Soil Science Society of Ameri.
ca, the Crop Science Society of
America and the American Socie-
ty of Agronomy.

A native of Mercer County,
Dodds graduated from Commo-
dore Perry High School in Hadley
and the Environmental Technolo-
gy program at the Mercer County
Vocational School.

For more information about
agricultural and community deve-
lopment programs in Monroe
County, contact Dodds at (717)

992-7344.

Brochure On Steel Drum Alternative

TACOMA, WA — Big Bin, the
300-gallon alternative to the steel
drum, is featured in a totally new
brochure from the American Ply-
wood Association (APA).

Big Bin is constructed of APA
trademarked structural wood
panels. It holds as much as five and
a half steel drums, yet fits in the
space of four drums and knocks
down flat for even more efficient
retum when empty. It can be

reused over and over again to ship
a range of industrial and agricul-

tural products, wet or dry, liquid or
solid.

The 16-page “APA Industrial
Use Guide: Big Bin” shows the
uses of Big Bin in a series of mini
case histories and gives complete
fabrication instructions, including
assembly diagrams and lists of
required hardware.

To obtain a free single copy of
the brochure, write to the Ameri-
can Plywood Association, Depart-

~ment L230A, PO Box 11700,
Tacoma, WA 98411.

Maximum maneuverability is the
key to the mow’n machine's
growing popularity. Because )
engine power is supplied to each
wheel independently, a true 360°
zero radius turn can be made
smoothly...without any damage
to your lawn.

And the mow’n
machine makes all
the right moves. ..
even in those hard-to-
reach places. That
keeps you from
having to double-
back for time-con-
suming follow-up
trimming.

Available with either a gasoline or diesel
powered engine, the mow’n machine also features
an out-front mower deck, finger tip controls for speed,
direction and breaking and a comfortable, vinyl-padded,
driver's seat.

Adding versatility to the mow’n machine is easy with these
easy-on, easy-off attachments:

stacks up.

FOURTH
YEAR

Competitors

W-L Alfalfa varities are strong pro-  If your alfalfa doesn't make it to
ducers throughout the life of your  the fourth year, you've reduced
stand. You can't afford to settle for  the overall profitability of your
less. crop.
in test after test by public and private researchers, W-L alfalfa
yields stack up for profits. For more than 25 years, W-L
alfalfa varities have been bred for long stand persistence, Grass Vac Grass Vac Snow thrower Dozer blade Sweepster™ brush
- quick recovery after cutting, multiple pest resistance and 8cu. ft capacity 13 cu. ft. capacity  with cab clears a cleans a
extra leafy, fine-stemmed forage. With proper crop manage- Slide-in Nylon Bag  Metal Hopper clears a 48" path 48" path
ment, you'll have strong fourth-year yields that stack up for a 47" path
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