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Self-Feeding
Brood Ewes
by Clair Engle

There have been some inquires
concerning self-feedmg complete
ground mixed rations to geslatmg
and lactating ewes. The two main
advantages of self—feedmg a
ground mixed ration are reduced
labor in feeding and more efficient
use of lower quality roughages.
Like extended feeding of quality
silage, self-fed ewes tend to get too
fat. Also the neglect of making a
daily observation by the producer
of ewes on a self-feeder could
prove to be costly should nutrition-

al or health problems go
undetected.

Utilizing poorer quality forages
certainly is the most apparent
advantage for using a self-feeding
program, especially if the past
summer’s drought has drastically
reduced your forage quality. Over
conditioning can best be controlled
by limiting the time ewes have
access to the self-feeder.

Some recent studies at the Uni-
versity of Illinois does indicate that
ewes can be satisfactorily self-fed.
A couple rations formulated that
have produced satisfactory results
are listed in Table 1.

POURED REINFORCED CONCRETE
CONSTRUCTION

We thl ButldA Manure Storage
Tank To Fit Your. Needs!

Complete With Chain Link Fence

In-ground or Above-ground
SCS Approved

SIZES AND LAYOUTS TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

Groffdale

concrete walls, inc.

148 BRICK CHURCH RD., LEOLA, PA 17540
(717) 656-2016 or (717) 656-7566

Table 1. Rations for Self-Feeding Brook Ewes.

Corn Cob Ration Oat Hay Ration

Early Late Early Late
Gestation Gestation Lactatioh Gestation Gestation Lactation
pounds pounds

Comcobs, ground 70 60 55 -~ - --
Oat hay, ground (a) -~ - - 85 70 64
Alfalfa meal 5 5 5 5 S 5
Com, ground 13 20 20 10 20 20
Soybean meal 12 15 20 0 5 1
Steamed bone meal 1 \ 1 1 1 1 1
Salt,

trace-mneralized 1 0.5 05 1 05 05

(Turn to Page C9)
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Post, Bmckcls, and Accessories.

GESTATION STALLS

All Stabling & Penning Is Available In: @'

Syosloms-

STAINLESS

* Hot-Dipped Galvanized

* Painted STEEL
» Black Iron FEEDERS ]
. 8"83- Steel Tubing | .« 100% Welded Construction
1” Solid Steel » Comes Fully Assembled

» Crafted of 304 Alloy
» Unique Top Adjusung Feed
Gates - With Locks

Swine & Poultry Systems Specialists

FARMER BOY AG,

410 EAST LINCOLN AVE. MYERSTOWN, PA 17067

PH: 717-866-7565

REPAIR & RENTALS

SALES - SERVICE RENTALS

If You’re Not Shopping Leroy’s Repair...
You May Be Paying Too Much!

TWO-STAGE SNOWTHROWER WITH
NEW TRACKS - MODEL 826

This two-stage unit cleans a wide,
26" path. It's powered by a heavy-
duty 8 H.P. engine with a cast iron
sleeve for durability. The one-gallon
fuel tank provides up to an hour’s
worth of uninterrupted clearing.

The new tracks on this model pro-
vide so much traction, you'll never
need to use tire chains. Tracks
provide more stablility from side to
side in packed or drifted show, and
arc designed to pivot independently
on the drive axie, for great handling
on unlevel terrain.

Optional accessorles for Cub
Cadet two-stage snowthrowers
include: 12-volt AC electric start

kit, snow shield, drift cutter bar
and tire chains. Headlight kit Is
available for model 826 only.

¢ Reg. $1,099.95
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Offer Good Thru Thanksgiving While Supplies Last!




