On being

a farm wife

- And other
hazards

Joyce Bupp

“You gotta’ minute?” inquires
the Farmer in innocent tones, pok-
ing his seed-corn haticd head
through the front door.

“Actually I’ve been summoned
10 pick up my first installment of a
million dollar lottery win and don’t
have a moment to spare.”

Or...." I just got off the phone
with the President and he needs me
to leave this very minute for the
White House.”

Maybe.....“The Nobel Peace
Prize committee is on its way
down the road with my award.”

Noting that none of the above
would prove even faintly believ-
able answers - he’d laugh me out of
the house - I sigh and acknowledge

the initial question. Yes, in all real-
ity, I probably have “gotta’
minute.” And no good excuse not
to lend it to this need - whatever it
is.

Seems a bunch of dry cows -
maybe a dozen or so - had grown
bored with their vacation-from-
milking pasture. When the ele-
ments of tall, fall weeds, and
dampness after a good shower,
teamed up to short out the strand of
electric fencing, these heavy-with-
calf bovines seized the chance fora
change of scene.

They’d spent the previous after-
noon back visiting old herdmates
at the dairy barn, a quarter-mile
distant on our country road from

the dry cow Jot. And, while the vis-
itors could be herded into the trail-
er and hauled back, that would take
two trips.

Probably simpler to just herd the
whole bunch back down the road.
Uhhh, right.

All T had to do was guard a
potential break-out space between
the garage and the split rail yard
fence. Once started in a pack down
the road, the touring band would
collectively hightail it down the
paved route and we’d neatly herd
them into the pasture.

On hand were a half-dozen of
us, all experienced to some degree
in corraling cows. A pair of three-
wheelers would serve as the
quarter-horses in this cattle drive.
Only thing lacking on this dnve
was a chuck wagon for meals: but
it was only going to take a minute.
Right?

It was a piece of cake, once a
couple of stragglers were chased
back out of the yard, and one con-
trary cow had leveled a path
through the bedding sawdust pile,
sending a cloud of dust into the
bright, sunny, morning air.

At least for the first twenty-five
yards.

Until the left front-runner spied
the field road, a gateway flanked
by fields of dense, cow-height
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sudan grass. In an effort worthy of
Olympic note, she eased left and
melted away into the tall, wet
greenery. A couple of copycat
cows followed suit, their passage
marked only by waving tops of
lush foliage.

Each pause to collect stragglers
only allows escape time for those
still moving on track. Best to keep
the rest moving, fast, in the proper
direction. So, a couple of us - who
were only supposed to guard a
space between the garage and the
fence - took off running. While the
wheeled-horses rounded up and
chased the sudan explorers back on
track, we trotted those remaining
along the pavement path, trusung
that no unexpected traffic would
come flying down the road and
tangle with our drive.

Up the grade, over the ridge and
down the other side they went,
eyeing the temptation of fields of
corn and alfalfa. Attempts to steal
off into the stalks for a taste of
green com earned the culprits has-
ty turnarounds.

Only a few hundred yards to go,
the pasture corner in sight. By
gosh, this might be simpler than a
couple of trailer runs.

And about that time, the whole

== CHORE-TIME

e The only feeder you’ll

MEAL-TIME. feeding system

Lookat the features our patented

pack swerved off to the right, neat-
ly exiting the pavement, to
promptly be swallowed by a stand

of com just tall enough to offer
cover.

Sweatand leftover morning dew
soaked shoes and clothing as paths
of 'waving stalks eventually met in
one corner of cornfield. A final
sweep of waving arms and revving
motor brought order to chaos.
Trotting hooves and swinging dry
udders headed for the dry cow
barn, where they knew a hay and
chop breakfast awaited exercise-
whet appetites. And a figure on
three-wheels headed to check
fence.

The “minute” had stretched well
beyond a half hour.

There are laws against breach of
promise, aren’t there?
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WOOD & COAL STOVES

never need to adjust MEAL-TIME® system offers you:

NEW & USED FURNITURE
FISHER’'S FURNITURE, INC.

Chore Time MEAL TIME  feeder

requires no special ration  you use the
/ ration you have been using

Hogs eat in shifts  More dominant
/ hogs eatfisst while others continue to

sleep and relax Then others eat until

all hogs have had thew hlt of feed and

water

o Feeds “meals” to save
5% to 20% of your feed

Bart, Pennsylvania 17502

Rt. 896 at Georgetown - 6 Miles
South of Strasburg

Hours: Mon. Thru Thurs.; 8-5; Fr1. 8-8; Sat. 8-12

GOOD FOOD
OUTLET STORE

See Our Original Line Of
Golden Barrel Products
Plus Many Other Items

We Carry At Reduced Prices

e

3 Water lines stay activated awhile Jfter
o """ feed line s deactivated - so all hogs

have plenty of water with meals

e Competitively priced
with ordinary feeders

o

Water lines are again automatw ally

""" activated for a 2 hour penod between
meals to let hogs drink Longest period
water supply is deactivated for younger
hogs 1s less than 2 hours for older
hogs about 3 nours

The MEAL-TIME® system gives
hogs time between meadls to
digest f- ~d thoroughly so
feed is fully utilized.

T————___ Pig operated auger hke restnictor in
drop tube dnbbles fresh feed into

trough ashogs eat helping to ourimize
feed waste Hogs eat all they waat
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Durable galvamzed steel gnll «
designed totake the punishment
hogs love to dish out

Feedir conus in 2
sizes 24 diameter
/pan for hogs up to
! about 12 weeks 30
51 pan for 12 wieks to
! finish Pan s made of
heavy roto molded
carrosion proof
polyvethylene Each
feeds 35 hogs pen
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Products Include Household
Molasses, Syrup & Edible Qil

% SHOOFLY PIER
M

The MEAL-TIME® system
has been proven in both
university and farm trials
to boost feed conver-

% PEANUT BUTTER

ux % CORN SYRUP
: G TAB
sion, save water waste, MOLASSES *HONEY X
. * BARBADOS % COCONUT OIL
cu' Iabo': requ"ements.' To replace oid fence-line feeders MOLASSES * CORN OIL
and provide more profit with MEAL TIME Feeders, we offer * BLACK STRAP % SOYBEAN OLL
a special Fence-Line MEAL-TIME <% MOLASSES % PEANUT OIL

Feeder. It comes withasolidparti- ...,
tion to divide it (but the fence shown §¥;

here is not included) One in each

pen divider is rec 4o

potential per hog. * PANCAKE SYRUP
If your local store does not have it,
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE
BROCHURE & PRICES

— WE UPS DAILY —
GOOD FOOD INC.

(Food Division of Zook Molasses Co.)
West Main St, Box 160
Honey Brook, PA 19344

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-327-4406

Mon. thru Fri.: 7 AM. - § PM.

Over 50 Years Of Service

Swine & Poullry Systems Specialists

FARMER BOY AG.

410E LINCOLN AVE MYERSTOWN PA 17067 PH 717-866-7565
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