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Management Is Tool To Uncover Alfalfa’s Potential

QUARRYVILLE (Lancaster)

. — Among livestock producers,

especially dairymen, alfalfa has a

reputation that no other forage can

match. It’s known as the queen of

forages and is an essential crop on
most Northeastern farms.

But ‘experts say farmers have
been reluctant to take full advan-
tage of alfalfa and manage it to its
fullest potential.

“Alfalfa and many of our forage
crops are neglected and receive
only minimal attention,” says Les
Vough, forage crop extension spe-
cialist of the University of
Maryland.

The lack of attention is attri-
buted to the other demands on a
farmer’s time, he said.

“We need to look at alfalfa and
recognize that it has great yield

age alfalfa were part of Vough's
and other forage specialists pre-
sentations at a field day and open
house at an alfalfa breeding station
recently completed by Pioneer Hi-
Bred International, Inc., near
Quarryville,

Vough strongly suggested far-
mers consider increased amounts
of fertilizer, particularly potash to
increase alfalfa yields. Results
from a five year study showed that
increased yields more than offset
fertilizer costs.

“The greatest return occurred
when we applied 430 pounds of
potash. Typically, farmers in this
region apply 100-125 pounds of
potash,” Vough said.

He also suggested an early first
cuiting would help increase yields.

“If you’re two weeks behind on

have less time for regrowth as the
season progresses. Depending on
the year, it can make a real differ-
ence,” Vough said.

Weather — specifically hot, dry
weather — has pressured alfalfa
and other crops this summer.
Although these conditions could
have an impact on crop yield there
are practices farmers can use to
adapt to the conditions, said Bill
Fleet, Pioneer agronomy services
manager.

“Harvest timing is one of the
most important factors to consider
when drought conditions hit,”
Fleet said.

““The plant may look differently,
almost like nothing is happening,
but it is only adapting to the situa-
tion. It still requires management
techniques that will optimize yield
and quality while helping the stand

persist,” Fleet said.

Other speakers at the field day
included Dennis Calvin, Pennsyl-
vania State University; Vance
York, Pioneer alfalfa product
coordinator; Tim Woqdward,
director of Pioneer alfalfa breeding
department; Dave Jessen, Quarry-
ville station manager; and Ed Poy-
nor, Quarryville station assistant
manager.
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'ATTENTION FARMERS
The former Fry Rendering Plant in
Lancaster is now under new
management.

Two spreaders in one J

And the sealed welded Umbody construction is
backed by a 10-year warranty against rust through
on the tank
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industry s most complete fine of manyre handing
equipment with a full ine of box spreaders siurry
spreaders and iquid manure tankers plus lagoon
pumps and manure loaders

Convenient Gehl Finance

You can get more for your money when you elect
one of the attractive options of Gehi Finance a
conventent allernative to tradional lending sources
Ask your Gehl dealer about the special deals
avallable now Gehl Company West Bend
Wisconsin 53095
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A Gehl Scavenger® Il spreads both liquids and pen
packed solids Thats like getting two spreaders for
the price of one—a big advantage 1n todays increas
ingly competitive farm economy

And a Geh! Scavenger |l keeps you ahead with
exclusive features hke these
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square tube auger creates
aunique pulse action that
breaks up and blends

manure more thoroughly
than round augers The
auger hydrautically powers
up and down to chop
through bndged maternial
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matenal

Exclusive Varifio side
discharge provides
smooth even spreads from
fine top dressing to heavy
springtime spreading
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YOUR FARM
Don’'t Waste It - Roast It!
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