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Six Grad Students Selected For J. Fielding Reed PPI Fellowships

ATLANTA, GA — Six out-
standing graduate students have
been named as 1988 winners of the
“J. Fielding reed PPI Fellowships”
awarded by the Potash & Pho-
sphate Institute (PPI). Grants of
$2,000 each are presented to the
individuals. All are candidates for
either the Master of Science (M.S.)
or the Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) degree in soil fertility and
related sciences.

The 1988 recipients were cho-
sen from nearly 50 applicants who
sought the Fellowships. The six
are:

» Jessica G. Davis-Raincy, Tex-
as A&M University, College Sta-
tion, Texas;

» Matthew J. Eick, University of
Delaware, Newark, Delaware;

« Seth H. Frisbie, Comell Uni-
versity, Ithaca, New York;

« Stuart J. Georgitis, Montana
State University, Bozeman,
Montana;

» Brian J. Lang, University of
Minnesota, St. Paul, Minncsota;

Richard P. Wolkowski, Umver-
sity of Wisconsin, Madison,
Wisconsin,

“We arc very pleased to offer
this recognmuon and encourage-
ment for an ehte group of young
scicnusts. All of the applicants for
the fcllowships have impressive
records,” said Dr. R.E. Wagncr,
President of PPI and the Founda-
tion for Agronomic Rescarch
(FAR). “These individuals and
their education nstitutions can be
justly proud.”

Scholasuc record, excellence 1n
original rescarch, and Jeadership
are among the important critena
evaluated for the Fellowships. Fol-
lowing is a bricf summary of nfor-
mation for each of the winners:

Jessica G. David-Raincy 1s a
candidate for the Ph.D. (Doctoral)
degree in soil ferulity at Texas
A&M University. Her rescarch
program involves root distribution
of sorghum and millet as
mfluenced by fertilization and soil
physical and chemical properties
She conducted rescarch i West
Africa and has gathered consider-
able data on intcrcropping and the
soil-root-nutricnt  system. Previ-
ously, Davis-Raimney completed a
B.S. degrec at Cornell University
and a M.S dcgree at Texas Tech
University, where Dr. HM Taylor
"was her major professor. She gra-
duated from Abington (Pennsylva-
ma) High School and has an out-
standing record academically and
in other acuviues Dr. LR Hoss-
ner serves as chairman of her Ph D
rescarch advisory commuttee

Matthew J. Eick 1s pursuing the
M.S. degree at the University of
Dclaware. His research program s
concerned with the effect of salini-
ty on potasium (K) rcacuons in

soils and soil fractions. Data from
Isracli and Delaware soils will be
used with plant uptake and yicld
data to model the cffects of saline
(salt) water on K availability and
mobility. This information shéuld
have implications for quality of
water in crop irrigation in many
areas of the world. Eick carncd his
B.S. in Agronomy-Soil Scicnce at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University, graduating with
honors (cum laude). A nauve of
New Jersey, he has also been a
leader in various community and
charitable groups. His program of
research is under the direction of
Dr. D.L. Sparks.

Scth H. Fnsbic is sccking the
Ph.D. degree insoil feruhity at Cor-
nell University. His rescarch 1s
addressing the loss of nitrogen (N)
by ammonia volaulization. His
hypothesis 1s that, with proper
organic mattcr management, the
loss of N duc to ammonia volatiza-
tion can be significantly reduced.

As part of his M.S. program, also
at Corncll, Frisbic devcloped an
analyucal technique for measuring
inorganic carbon in small volumes
of solution. A native of Massa-
chuscits, he graduated with honors
from the University of Massa-
chusetts at Amherst and currently
is a member of three national hon-
or socicties. His Ph.D. work is
under the direction of Dr. D.R.
Bouldin.

Stuart J. Georgius 1s working
toward the Ph.D. degree in soil fer-
ulity at Montana Statec Uneversity.
His program concerns improve-
ment of soil tesung methodology
for K, phosphorus (P), and sulphur
(S) by devclopment of a mulu-
clement extraction technique-- the
phytoavailability soil test (PST)
Such a technique could be a more
rchiable and practical tool in soil
analysis and should also serve as a
scienuific tool for understanding
sotl-plant 1nteractions and 1on
movement i soils A natne of

Mainc, Georgits attended Colby
College and recerved hus B.S and
M.S. degrees from the Umiversity
of Mainc. He has also been
involved n various college and
community activites. Dr. Earl O.
Skogley as advisor for his Ph.D.
program.

Brian J. Lang 1s a candidatc for
the Ph.D. degree in agronomy-
plant physiology at the University
of Munnesota. His rescarch is
dirccted at understanding the roles
of K, harvest management and cul-
uvar in dimitrogen fixauon and
winter survival of alfalfa. The
hypothesis 1s that the degree ol
dmitrogen fixation may aflect the
coldhardiness and winter survival
of the plant. In a related study, he
will determine the cffect of culu-
var and K fertilization on photo-
synthate partiioning of alfalfa dur-
ing cold acchimation. A native of
Wisconsin, Lang reccived the B.S
and M.S. degrees from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Dr. Craig C

Sheaffer scrves as major advisor
for his Ph.D. program.

Richard P. Wolkowski is pursu-
ing the Ph.D. degree in soil scicnce
at thc University of Wisconsin-
Madison. His rescarch project 1s
mvestgaung soil compaction and
plant nutrient interactions. He 1
sccking 1o assess the effects of soil
compaction on the plant availabili-
ty of nutricnts and the crop
responsce to applied N, P and K.
Results indicate that detnimental
cffccts (reduced corn yiclds) from
soil compaction may bc partly
offsct by fertihty management,
particularly row-applied K. Wolk-
owski recently relinquished his
staff appointment in Cooperative
Extension in order to devote full-
time to his Ph.D. program. He
carned his B.S. and M.S. degrees at
the University of Wisconsin. His
Ph.D. work 1s under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Larry G. Bundy.

The husky, curved shanks of
the Sub-Soiler dig down as

deep as 16 inches, shattering
compacted layers of plow sole
and lifting the hardpan while it

is being broken. Once the soil is
opened, moisture gets down to the
newly created loose soil; root
systems are no longer restricted

and better drainage results.

What makes the BRILLION Sub-Soiler
better? Check these features: hefty
shank mountings (shear pin protection)
with lateral adjustment; replaceable
wear strips to prolong shank life;
rugged, wide chisel points; cross
braces on all models for extra
strength and optional gauge wheels.
Available in two frame sizes, four
models — with 5, 7, 9 or 11 shanks.
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