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tionally assumed by the Agricul-

Chester Extension Programs

(Continued from Page A31)

“My responsibility is to work
with the board and work with the
commissioners and be the liaison
between the two. We are encour-
aged to look for grants and unique
opportunities to expand. I have
found that the administrative work
has gotten more demanding.”

Federal and state funds join with
county money to support the ser-
vice. To help offset diminishing
federal funding, the state appro-
priated an extra $5 million this
year.

When she joined Chester Coun-
ty’s Extension staff in 1973
Dougherty never expected to
become Director, a position tradi-

Extension: The

BY MARJORIE KEEN
Chester Co. Correspondent
With $18,000 allocated by the

Pennsylvania General Assembly
in 1913, agricultural extension
agenis were set up in Chester, Lan-
caster and Bradford counties. The
legislature also authorized county
commissioners to appropriate up
to $1,500 annually to support
extension work.

In the fall of that year Chester
County secured a Pierce Arrow
motorcycle for the use of its first
extension agent, Charles F. (Char-
lie) Preston.

ThF following spring the county
put in potato plots to measure
responses to different types and
amounts of fertilizer. The agent
presented lessons to rural school
teachers on testing clover and corn
seed and grafting fruit trees. The
teachers were, in turn, to demons-
trate these practices to their
students.

Even though the 4-H clover
became the national emblem of
boys’ and girls’ club work in 1911,
the term “4-H” was rarely used in
Pennsylvania. The very first refer-
ence in an extension agent’s report
was made in March 1914 by Ches-
ter County’s Charlie Preston.

Alsoin 1914 Preston took on the
job of teaching members of the
girls’ canning club how to preserve
their vegetables. Because of their
complete unfamiliarity with a
home canning outfit, he reported, it
was necessary for him to assist,
especially in the manner of solder-
ing tin cans.

In a later report Preston stated,
“While I have personally eaten
these beans and consider their pro-
duct a fair quality, it was thought
by Mrs. (Nelly) Snyder that on
account of the lack of blanching
and in some cases incorrect solder-
ing, it would be wisest to destroy
the whole lot (of some 200 odd
cans).”

Chester County Extension
began early to involve local lead-
ers in the home economics prog-
ram, A recognized expert on can-
ning, cooking and household mat-
ters, the wife of an executive
committee member gave a Satur-
day canning demonstration in
1914,

tural Agent. Since becoming one
of the first female county directars
in 1981, she has presided over both
growth and change, with greater
need for a multi-disciplinary
approach toward a variety of
audiences.

In 1983 Chester was the first
county Extension office in Penn-
sylvania to use computers. Not
only does computer technology aid
preparation of the 56 newsletters

Way It Was

The next year Preston reported
that 65 had attended a three-day
apple grading and packing school
at the large Darlington Strode
orchard in West Chester. He also
met with peach growers from
Chester and Delaware counties to
explore cooperative marketing.
And Preston did some grafting of
European walnut scions on black
walnut stock.

In its community improvement
role, Preston’s office became
headquarters in 1916 for the move-
ment in favor of a women’s
restroom in the county seat.

Attempting to increase food
production during World War I,

regularly sent out, it is used in
record keeping and teaching.

“With the dairy herd buyout
decision,” Dougherty recalls,
“peopie were able to come in, put
some key information in the com-
puter and do an evaluation as to
whether or not they should be app-
lying for this.”

The statewide Extension Task
Group Dougherty chairs targeted
three areas of direction for the
future: using new data-based sys-

tems for decision making
overall management iy a-techno-
logical society; making Penn' Staté
a Center of Excellence; and work:
ing with other institutions that
have information.

Extension work presents an
interesting challenge to the County
Director. She finds that there is so
much to each of the agent’s fields,
it never really gets stale. “They are
a very vivacious group,” Dougher-
ty concludes.

In Chester Co.

the county agent started war school
gardens in West Chester. He also
secured for Chester County four
tractors made available by the state
Department of Agriculture. All
four were kept busy throughout the
1918 season and two were still in
use for fall plowing.

By this time Charlie Preston had
been reassigned as assistant pro-
fessor of farm organization exten-
sion at Penn State.

Chester County’s livestock
extension program was built
around a livestock industry that
included breeders’ associations for
poultry, trotting horses and heavy
draft horses.

The Chester County Plan deve-
loped in 1920 carried the slogan,
“Better Bulls and Boars Build Big-
ger Bank Balances.” The U.S. Sec-
retary of Agriculture was present
at a picnic to kick off the plan,
described as “the most important
agriculture meeting ever held in
Chester County.”

Two recent books from The
Pennsylvania State University
give fascinating glimpses into
Extension’s early years: Coopera-
tive Extension; How It Began in
Pennsylvania by Frank Zettle
(1986) and The College of Agri-
culture at Penn State by Michael
Bezilla (1987).

Where We Treat You Right
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« Hot-dIp Galvanized (After Fabri-
» Oversize (1.9” 0.D.) High-Tenslle

» Heavy-Wall Steel Rust Shields
» State of the Art Design

¥ HEAVY DUTY N.Y.
TIE STALL
MODEL S1001

FEEDSAVER TIE
STALL
MODEL S1002

LOOPED TIE STALL
MODEL $1004

e
% 100" Rolls 8
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8 HP/S-Speed With Reverse
Reverse Direchon Tines

ADWNGED DRAINAGE SYS I MS, INC

4" Dia. ADS

250" Rolls
By The Foot

30.00
878,
35¢/Ft.

Culvert Grade Plpe (20' Lengths Only)

Available From 6” to 24" Dia.

SAVENOWon
POLY TANKS

GATES
Hot Dip Galvanized

$369 |

NORBCO
GALVA-LINE » 550 Gal. Poly Tank
TIE STALLS - 1050 Gal. Poly Tank
FEATURING: - 1550 Gal. Poly Tank

Your Poly Tank Headquarters
Truckloads In Stock...
All Sizes Available

Rear-Tine

Model 216-412

25 Ib.

$21.99

STRICTLY
ROTARY TILLER FORMULATED
FOR LAMBS

18

HP-46” 1337152
Ovur Top Lins Riding Mower
Powerful 18 HP BRIGGS
& STRATTON I)C Twin
Cylinder 423 cu. 1n, cugine
35 Amp 12 V Banery

adjustment

..$37.99

g

16'...S54.99

EASY MTD
FINANCING

$ 1 599 Cash

COZY CALF HUT
 High Density Polycthylene

» One Piece Construction

« 72’ Diameter, 57°’ High

* Buckets & Brackets Available

$179.99

gt st

DOUBLE DIPPED
GALVANIZED

:3:88 %" Galv. Wire, 16’ Length

34" High Hog
Pancl

52" High Caule
Panel

2"x6" Mesh Nursery
Pancls 34" High x 16’
Length $24.99 ea.

$14.99 ca.

$16.99 ea.

vy
discharge High Vacuum deck
S posiuon cuthng height

SRV
PER MONTH
for 30 Masthi
w/Dews

$899.00

\)
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YOUR TILLAGE HEADQUARTERS
\(/2\Y P

OEM Tillage Comes With Bolts & Nuty

gis

$7.49.

Lgng Wear 1Iﬁ{ock Sha};es:
$8.49..

$9.49 .

Disc Blades
Precision Sharp Edge

Diameter Sale Price
1

18 899
20 9 1099

Several Other Models Available Starting At

20 1399

Fimco Agri Sprayers With
3 Point Hitch Mounting, 8 Row
Boom and Roller Plumbing Kit

(Pump Not Included)

110 Gal. Unit
200 Gal. Unit

6 Roller Pump......$59.99

$699.99 8 Roller Pump
$739.99 3 Roller NiResist

Pump $ 119.99

We Carry A Complete Line Of Delavan &
Greenleaf Sprayer Accessories At Wholesale Prices

I |

$39.00 List Price . 7 , 1799

NORBCO EQUIPMENT ||| B

Corner Rt. 233 & South St. p s Rt et EMHm FARM & HOME
y $5.99..

Westmoreland, N.Y. 13490 $6 79.. 14 Herrvidle Rd Toll Fraa i PA We Accept

Wellow St., Pa. 17584 -
TEL. 315-853-3936 l"II““?I;—JﬁIJ,»H.:I 300 737 0053 :: Ve |

; .ufﬂ Your One Stop Hardware - Farm Supply Stors
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Twisted Chisel Shins: alln stock
SPikeS No¥ onwy

Hardware




