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The Milk Tank
That Overflowed

BY LOU ANN GOOD

HESSDALE -— Disease out-
breaks among herds bring fear to
every farmers heart. In fact, a study
of agricultural stresses lists an out-
break of disease as the second
highest stress-producing problem
that farmers face.

Last spring, Leroy and Nora
Weaver, dairy farmers in Hess-
dale, were distressed when a virus
ran rampant through their herd of
53 Holsteins. In addition to admi-
nistering shots to the cows, the
Weavers took an extra step. They
prayed.

Leroy explained that they
believe all that they have belongs
to God and that He knows their
needs. So when their veterinarian

diagnosed their herd as having a
virus that could be fatal, the Weav-
ers felt it was only natural to pray
for their cows to be healed.
For three days, the cows were
given shots, but their fever, cough-
ing, and runny noses contnued.
The little bit of milk the herd pro-
duced needed to be discarded since
it contained a high level of antibo-
dies. For two weeks, the Weavers
lost 1,000 pounds of milk daily.
Despite the low milk output, the
Weavers continued to milk their
herd. Leroy said, “They’re going
to get better.” On the third week,
Nora paused when she went to
attach the milkers to their prized
cow that had given more than 100
pounds daily before contracting
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SInce Brenda 19, got a fulltime job, she seldom has time

to help with the farm chores.

3 .
~ (Y A
a‘\{\'ﬂz « Ay
et W L)

The Weaver's 280-acre fann is used mostly to ralse corn, hay and wheat fOf
their 53 Holsteins and 37 heiffers.

the virus. She said to her husband,
“Idon’t think it’s worth trying, she
doesn’t give anything anyway.”

Leroy was adament. “Milk her.
It’s going to tum around.”

The turn around was even more
than Leroy could imagine possi-
ble. That week, their total produc-
tion doubled from the onginal
amount that the herd had given
before their sickness. In fact, the
Weaver’s milk tank overflowed.
Instead of the milk truck driver
picking up their milk every other
day, he needed to come every day
for two months to pick up their dai-
ly 2,000 pounds of milk.

Both Leroy and his wife main-
tain, “It’s a maracle.”

Milking ls Nora’s job, feeding Is Leroy’s responsibility
and their son Gary takes care of giving corn and hay to their
53 Holsteins and 37 helffers.
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TRADE UP TO A STIHL SALE
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PERKA BUILDINGS
DON'T WAIT!

Perka Is:
* Large Enough To Offer
You 8 Building Styles.
* Personal Enough
To Work With You
And/Or Your
Contractor. |
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lgERKA BUILDINGS, Eastern Div.
Box 29, Warner Rd.

Cohmbut NJ 08022

ORDER NOW FOR SPRING
DELIVERY
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PERKA has the building to satisfy your needs.
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« 40/20 Year Warranty
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* Engineer Stamped & Certified

« Steel Trusses And Wood
Or Steel Girts & Purlins.

Serving NJ, PA, DEL, MD
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717-738-4215
BOMBERGER’S STORE, INC.

656 W. Newport Rd., Eim, PA
717-665-2407

HOLLINGER’S LAWN &
GARDEN EQUIP.

Ephrata, PA 717-738-1131
Hershey, PA 717-533-4060
Lancaster, PA 717-656-2710

BOWERS LAWN
& GARDEN

Lyons Rd., Bowers, PA
215-682-7716

717-865-2994

WALKER MOWER &
EQUIPMENT

1523 New Holland Rd, Reading, PA
215-777-5643

IVAN MARTIN'S
SAW SERVICE

RD 1 Box 669, Port Trevorton, PA

MARTIN HARDWARE &
EQUIPMENT CO.

1% Miles South of Scheefferstown, PA
717-949-6817

A & B SALES & SERVICE

2 Miles South of Rt. 23 Along 772
Thru Monterey - RD 1 Ronks, PA

Rt. 501,

HERR’S REPAIR
SHOP

RD 2 Box 115, Paimyra, PA
717-838-1549

EBLING LAWN &
GARDEN SERVICE

608 E. Lincoln Ave.

GAP POWER EQUIPMENT

Corner of Rt. 30 & Rt. 897, Gap, PA

w;::g:.'&;: 717-442-8970
SHARTLESVILLE LINCOLN SUPPLY & PASSMORE SERVICE

FARM SERVICE
RD 1 Box 1392, Hamburg, PA
215-488-1025

EQUIPMENT CO.
Somerset, PA 814-443-1691
McCoole, MD 301-786-6800

CENTER, INC.
RD 1, AL 100, Bechialsville, PA
215-367-9084
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