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Specialist Says Alfalfa Costs $270-$280 Per Acre

BY MARJORIE KEEN
Chester Co. Correspondent
GUTHRIESVILLE — On the
average, the cost of growing alfal-
fain Pennsylvania over the past six
years has been $270-$280 an acre,
according to Dr. Sid Bosworth,
Penn State Extension Forage Spe-
cialist. In the southeastern part of
the state, average crop yields are
between six and six and one-half
tons. Bosworth addressed 144
Chester County farmers on the
economics of alfalfa production at
Crops Day last Friday.

“Prorated establishment costs,
which can’t be ignored, run about
$40 an acre. The cost that has
steadily and consistently been
climbing over the last three years is
machinery ownership,” he said.
Bosworth included machinery for
harvesting, spraying and mowing
and tractor costs for both establish-
ment and maintenance.

“I want to make the point that

it’s probably good to sit down and
calculate what you’re spending on
your crops,” Bosworth suggested.
“I can give you average figures
(from the Alfalfa Growers Prog-
ram) but they may not apply at all
t0 your program.”

“The real challenge is to com-
bine a good crop program with
good dairy management,” the spe-
cialist said. For high producing
cows you have to have high quality
forage, according to Bosworth,
who added that you can’t substi-
tute grain for poor quality forage.

“When we look at the factor that
influences cost and quality most,
it’s cutting management,” said
Bosworth. Cutting alfalfa pre-
bloom is best, he stated. “Letting it
go to flower or mid-bloom... we
know we lose in protein concentra-
tion. Fiber goes up... and digestible
dry matter goes down very dramat-
ically... and as a result milk pro-
duction can go down. When I think

of forage profitability, this is prob-
ably the first key.”

Although midwestern research
reports successful reseeding of
alfalfa by killing or merely remov-
ing the tops of the previous crop in
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the fall, Bosworth advises continu-
ing to rotate for a couple of years.
“One of the top plant pathologists
at Penn State is convinced that
even though we can overcome
(autotoxicity) we’re not going to
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overcome the problem of disease
buildup.”

Bosworth also outlined success-
ful alfalfa establishment practices.
Managing problem weeds and new
herbicides for alfalfa and com
were topics covered by Dr. John
Yocum, Penn State Senior Agro-
nomy Research Associate. Penn
State Extension Entomologst Dr.
Dennis Calvin spoke on alfalfa
insect control and also controlling
insects in stored grain. Chester
County Extension Dairy Agent
David Swartz updated the farmers
on chemical safety.
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The AgMaster Inoculant System
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Still Beats The Others Cold

Here’s the most cost-effective way to protect
the feed value of your ensiled forage crops.

All silage inoculants are not created equal! Only
AgMaster helps you:

e Protect different ensiled crops with three
separate inoculant products.

e (et easy, thorough application to ensiled crops
with two liquid applicator models (silo-site or
in-field)

e Protect valuable fermentation bactena with a
special frozen shipment/storage method.

Take advantage of our Pre-season
Discount Program and prove the
AgMaster difference on your 1988
ensiled forage crops!

- . Place your order now for
haylage/baled hay, corn
silage, and high-moisture
corn inoculants and get a 10% discount on alf
AgMaster inoculants.

SILAGE INOCULANTS

For more information on AgMaster inoculants, your nearest
AgMaster dealer, or our 1988 Pre-season Discount
Program, contact

AgMaster Department

Miles, Inc , Biotechnology Products Division
1 800 362-3932 (1n Wisconsin)

1 800 525-9836 (outside Wiscensin)
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