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cular trait. An EPD is, genetically,
the average value for a particular
rait of the gametes (the genes
going from a sire to an offspring in
a given mating) produced by a
bull. It is further expressed as a
deviation from the average of all of
the bulls being compared (Bull A
has an EPD of 2.6, while Bull B
has an EPD of - 4.1).

How this information is used

depends on the particular needs
and goals of the breeder. For
example, a breeder who cannot
intensively manage cows during
the calving season may want to
find a bull with good EPD’s for
low birth weight while at least
keeping EPD’s for growth traits
like weaning and yearling weight
near zero (average for the breed) or
above. Another breeder, however,
may manage his cows differendy
during calving and feeds out all of
his calves. He may then want to
select bulls for high EPD’s for
growth and carcass traits. The
important thing is the wealth of

information that is available and
the accuracy with which it can be
used. EVERY BULL BUYER
SHOULD INSIST ON HAVING
THIS INFORMATION AVAIL-
ABLE TO HIM FROM THE
BREEDER.

While fertility tests and genetic
evaluation can be important tools
to the breeder, a good close look at
the bull is still needed. Structural
soundness, condition, and temper-
ament are also traits of
consideration.

Where can bulls be found? Pen-
nsylvania is blessed with many
progressive purebred breeders of
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many breeds. Contact your local
Extension agent for those in your
area, or the breed representative of
your choice. Another opportunity
to find bulls is at the Pennsylvania

Tested Bull Sale to be held at Penn
State on Friday, March 25 at 12:00
noon. For more information about
this sale, contact either me or
Glenn Eberly at 814-238-2527,

K

of material.

¢ One piece, seam free sides, flareboards and
wear strips to reduce leakage.
e Clad-Tuff™ floor - durable, eases movement

THE SPREADER THAT’S BUILT

PENNSYLYANIA

SEE YOUR NEW IDEA DEALER TODAY

Constructed for longer spreader life and less spreader problems!

e Constant Velocity PTO for smoother operation.
e Single Gear Box enclosed for protection.

e Low Profile Hydraulic Endgate for height
restricted areas.

Stop in and see the 3600 Series Spreaders today.
They’re built the way a spreader should be built!

NEW IDEA
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