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Garner Speaks At Berks
READING Sub-clinical

mastitis is an invisible thief that
robs dairymen of thousands ofdol-
lars every year, according to Dr.
Charles Gardner, a veterinarian
and farm columnist.

“A cow with a somatic cell
count of 600,000 produces three
pounds ofmilk a day less than she
would if her cell count were at
150,000,” Gardner told a group of
about 100 dairymenWednesday at
the annual Berks County Dairy
Day. Gardner, a graduate of the
Cornell School of Veterinary
Medicine, has a practice in Ackcr-
manville, Pa.

Dairy Day is sponsored each
year by Berks County Extension.
Gardner’s appearance at the edu-
cational event was sponsored by
the Agribusiness Lending Depart-
ment of Meridian Bank. Meridian
also used the occasion to formally
launch the "Ag Letter,” a quarterly
publication which will go to far-
mers and agribusinessmen in the
10 counties of Southeast

Pennsylvania.

Gardner said sub-clinical masti-
tis - the kind that can’t be seen -

costs dairymen much more than
the diseases clinical form, which is
readily evident in milk from
afflicted cows.

“A realistic goal for a somatic
cell count is 150,000,” said Gard-
ner. “Herds do achieve this goal,
and your herds can, too. Ifyour cell
count is 300,000, you might think
you’re doinga pretty good job,and
you are.

In a 60-cow herd, Gardner
pointed out, three pounds of milk
per cow per day translates into
$7,200 a year.

Gardner asked his listeners to
call out the causes of mastitis.
They responded with; Stress. Bac-
teria. Equipment. Injuries. Weath-
er. Environment. Even “people”
were listed as a cause.

Gardner raised a laugh - one of
many when he said, “It’s been
said that mastitis is a disease of
people that shows up in their
cows.”

“But each cow is giving you a
poundand a half less a day than she
would be producing at a cell count
of 150,000. At a cell count of
600,000, your cows are producing
three pounds less a day than they
could be.”

Mastitis can be triggered
whenever bacteria enter the teal
canal, he said. Damp weather, dir-
ty housing and poor sanitation in

the milking parlor can all contri-
bute. He told the dairymen they
should wash their cows’ udders
with clean towels - one towel per
cow. Udders should be dried after
they’re washed and before the
milkers are attached. He advocated
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a pre-milking teat dip in herds with
mastitis problems, and a post-
milking dip in all herds.

He also stressed the importance
of keeping milking equipment in
lop working order.

Gardner’s mastitis talk was one
of two he gave on Wednesday. He
also talked about the use of ani-
mals records. Others speakers for
the day, and their topics, included'

Clyde Myers, Berks County
Agent - Health management of
dairy herd replacements.

Dr. Larry Hutchinson, Penn
Slate Extension Veterinarian -

Vaccination programs for today’s
dairy herd; New respiratory
diseases.

Dave Swarts, Chester County
Extension Agent - New lax law
considerations for the dairy herd
and crop farmer.

Dr. Lynn Sammons, Willow
Creek Animal Hospital - What is
really the problem.
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Dr. Charles Gardner, center, was a guest speaker afWed-
nesday's Berks County Dairy Day, held in the Berks County
Agricultural Center. Gardner’s appearance was sponsored
by the Agribusiness Lending Department of Meridian Bank.
With Gardner are Meridian lenders Douglas Darling, left,
and Blaine Fessler.
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(717) 949-3860 or 949-2239

Penna. Dealers PETERMAN FARM
EgUIP.. INC.
225 York Road

Carlisle, Pa.
717-249-2150

BURCHFIELDS, INC.
112 S. Railroad St.
Martlnsburg, Pa.

814-793-2194

ERB & HENRY EQUIP.
me.

New Berllnvllle, Pa.
215-367-2169

SUMMIT SYSTEMS.
HUTTON FARM

EQUIPMENT
RD 2

Mahaltey, Pa.
814-277-6647

me.
Rt. 1

Breezewood, Pa.
814-735-3292

1-800-242-3240

MANOR MOTORS TRIPLE H EQUIPMENT
Rt. 553 RD 1 Box 141

Penn Run, PA Peach Bottom, Pa.
412-254-4753 717-548-3775

MELVIN J. SHEFFER,
me.

121 Railroad St.
Hanover, Pa.
717-637-3808

watson's me.
Sharon-Mercer Rd.

Sharon, Pa.
412-346-6514

Jointhe revolution

WENNER FORD
TRACTOR

Route 202
Concordvllle, Pa.

215-399-9615

STOUFFER BROS. ** H°^^CKS
1066 Lincoln Way West „„„
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Chambersburg; P«. 106° leLAve '
717-263-8424 Ivy land, Pa.

215-675-1610

New Jersey Dealers
BEEMERVILLE EQUIP.

Rd 3, BOX 610
Sussex, NJ

201-875-5672
CHERRY VALLEY
FORD TRACTOR

Route 70
Marlton, NJ

609-983-0111
PONIATOWSKI BROS.

EQUIP. CO.
Rt. 31

Flemmlngton, NJ
201-782-3541

REED BROS.'
Petticoat Bridge Rd.

Columbus, NJ
609-267-3363

RODIO TRACTOR
SALES, INC.

N. Whits Hors* Pike
Hammonton, NJ

609-561-0141
SCHAFER BROS.

RD 8, Box 270
Bridgeton, NJ
609-455-1640

WILFRED MACDONALD INC.
340 Main Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07014

201-471-0244

land Dealers
ELLIOTT EQUIP.
& HARDWARE

Rt. 328 & Elliott Rd.
Easton, MQ,
301-822-8866 j

E.T. CLINE & SONS
510 E. Wilson Blvd.

Hagerstown, MD
301-739-2223

H.B. DUVALL
901 East Patrick St.

Frederick, MD
301-662-1125

(Outside MD) 1-800-423-4032


