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How These Farmers Make It Work
Pseudo Rabies, How It Spreads And Steps To Eradicate

BY PAT PURCELL
Editor’s Note: In last week’s

issue spread of pseudo rabies
and what is being done to eradi-
cate the disease was discussed.
This article details how the virus
spreads and what can be doneto
control it.

truck and allowit to rest forone to
two days before you move the
feeder pigs. The other choice is to
move the feeder pigs to the finish-
ing floors and take the finished
pigs to market and then clean the
truck,” explained Trayer.

The feeder pig producers have
the big risk of contracting the dis-
ease in their herds. Out of their
need to replace breeding stock the
replacements may not be from a
disease free herd. Dr. Trayer
recommends that if certification
can not be provided then the
replacements should be isolated

from the rest of the herd immedi-
ately on the farm. A blood test
should be run on those animals
beforemixing them with therest of
the herd.

pseudo rabies. People won’t buy
feeder pigs unless they are certi-
fied and there is a premium paid
for feeder pigs which have been
tested and show negative,” said
Trayer.

New Vaccine

Trayer recommends blood test-
ing of feeder pigs and he feels the
cost oftestingwould be covered by
the premium paid for a certified
psuedo rabies free feeder pig.

“There are people who have
taken 13-15 years to develop a
reputation of breeding stock, but
because ofthe incidenceofthe dis-
ease in this area, they are losing
sales because of the potential of

There is a blood test which can
make the results available within
36 hours. The rapid results allows
the producer to have his pigs tested
when he is preparing to sell and
avoids a holdup. Trayer strongly
supports the certification of feeder
pigs to control the spread of the
disease. •

LITITZ Identifying how the
Pseudo Rabies Virus (PRV)
spreads and locating specifically
which herds are already infected
are crucial to eradicating the
disease.

“The key to eradicating this dis-
ease is identifying the units which
test positive for the disease so we
can track its spread. The individual
herds areso interconnected. It goes
from sows to feeder pigs, tofinish-
ing floor and around those three.
Feeder pigs are more of the prob-
lem and it is feeder pigs which are
shipped more than any other pig
throughout the county,” explained
Dr. Timothy Trayer, D.V.M. of
Denver.

Within the last two months an
important development in vac-
cines has been made which is
beingtouted by many people in the
swine industry as the key ingre-
dient in an “industry-approved
eradication effort”.

‘The vaccine we now have
allows us to be able to tell the dif-
ference between the vaccinated
hog and the field infected hog,”
said Trayer.

This new development gives
producers the capability to test out

“We have had it spread from
feeder bams to finishing floors
with a 10-sow herd which has had
no contact with an infected herd,”
said Trayer. “Wethink it might be
passed by prevailing wind within
one mile without a physical barri-
er, like a river.”

(Turn to Page C9)

Up untilrecently the disease has
been confined to the Lancaster
Countyarea. Apparently it was not
able to cross the SusquehannaRiv-
er. However, within the last two
weeks diseased herds have been
located in the York County area,
according to Trayer.

One of the most common prac-
tices spreading the disease
throughout the county is the truck
used to haul the animals. The pro-
ducer hauls finished pigs to mark-
et, pickups feeder pigs and takes
them tothe finishing bam. There is
a good chance at the stockyards to
contact hot manure, manure from a
diseased animals, and the break-
out starts in the finishing bam and
then usually goes to the sow bam.
According to Trayer, this is the
most common wayPRV goes from
farrowing to finishing.

**The producer has two choices.
Ifyou must use the same truck you
must completely clean down the
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Chore-Time's new Model2ooofeeder, it
gives youfeatures ofthefuture-NOW
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Imaginea feeder: (1) that’s rustproof and gives you all the advantages of Chore-Time’sfamous Model C-plus
even more features...(2) that automatically openswhen it’s lowered to the floor, so it fills the pan with feed

-to attract chicksfrom day one...(3) that,when raised offthe floor, adjusts itself to lowfeed level, saving feed as
you finish outthe birds.

Chore-Time imagined it...then designed it...andtested it extensively. And now pouhrymen are flocking to it
because of all the advantages it offers them.The 2000feeder-we have it now. And you can get it-fbr new
installations orfor remodeling-and start reaping its benefits.
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Also find out about Chore-Time’s new Broiler Breeder Feeding System.
It’s so fast it feeds a 400-ft. house in 4% minutes or less!
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COMPLETE SYSTEMS & EQUIPMENT SALES
FOR CATTLE, HOGS & POULTRY

We Welcome Your Inquiries - Cell OrWriteAuthorized
Chore-Time Distributor

STORE HOURS:A Engine for 31 Skid Loader—s239S |
Replacement......... 57 Power Plant .$2395, |
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