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ITHACA. N.Y. Members of
a group that will “graduate” from
Cornell University next month
have no job worries: They’ll defi-
nitely be bringinghome the bacon.

The graduation actually will be
an auction of up to 23 young boars
that are undergoing a four-month
test for qualities that would make
diem top breeding stock for pork
producers in New York and neigh-
boring states.

The auction will be held at 2
p.m. on Sept 19 at Cornell’s
Livestock Judging Pavilion.

Auction participants will be
selected from 36 boars from New
York, Pennsylvania and Maine
being evaluated, according to Tro
V.Bui, the managerofthe boar test
program and a swine specialist in
the New York State College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences at
Cornell.

Cornell serves as the official
Boar Test Station for New York
State, where the pork industry is
expandingrapidly: Its annual farm
income is now estimated at $35
million, up $lO million since a
decade ago.

The boars to be auctioned repre-
sent major breeds - Yorkshire,
Hampshire, Duroc, Landrace and
Spots. The Cornell test focuses on
daily weight gain, feed efficiency,
carcass quality and structural
soundness, among other criteria. SELL

IT‘These factors are evaluated
under unbiased, uniform condi-
tions,” Bui said. “The objective is
to make superior boars available to
swine breeders.”

The boars under evaluation are
gaining in weight daily by an aver-
age of more than two pounds since
the test started in mid-May. When
the test began, the boars were eight
to 10weeks old and weighed only
about 50 to 60 pounds each. They
are expected to weigh in at about
240 to 250 pounds each at the
upcoming auction, Bui said.

“When these boars become fully
matureat the age of two years, they
would become 700-pounders,” he
said. “The useful life of boars as
breeding animals on the farm is
about three years, and hence they
must be replaced with new ones
every three years or so.”
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Boars To Be
Unlike many dairy animals,

more than 95 percent of sows are
bred naturally rather than by artifi-
cial insemination, he explained.

Farmers usually keep one boar
for every 15sows, and “that’s why
it’s extremely important for the
farmer to have boars with superior
traits to improve the swine herd,”
Bui pointed out

“Because of the proximity to
major markets such as the metrpo-
litan area of New York, coupled
with increases in demand for pork,
the potential for porkproduction in
the state is great” he said.

Another reason for the growth
of the state’s pork industry is that
some farmers who quit dairying
under the federal buy-out program
are getting into pork production as
an alternative, he noted.

Cornell is conducting the test at
a newly constructed test facility at
the university’s Animal Science
Teaching and Research Center at
Harford, some 15miles from cam-
pus. A fire destroyed the previous
facility in 1984 at Cornell’s agro-
nomy research farm on Mt.
Pleasant.

“The new facility, which is cap-
able of housing as many as 56
boars forperformance tests, is out-
fitted with new equipment, such as
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Auctioned Off At Cornell
pen partitions, gas heaters and
adjustable feeders, that were
donated by members of the pork
industry and several agribusiness
firms,” Bui said.

Cornell's swine testing program
is a joint effort of the New York
Pork Producers Cooperative, the
New York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets, Cornell

Cooperative Extension, Cornell’s
Department of Animal Science
and the New York StateCollege of
Veterinary Medicine at Cornell.
The program was initiated in 1984.

ALL SIZES AND TYPES AVAILABLE
AT DISCOUNT PRICES

FARM TIRE SALE
• Fast OnThe FarmService
• Radio Dispatched Service

Car, Truck and Implement Tires In Stock

LEOLA TIRE SERVICE, INC.
717-656-2574 258 W. Main St, Leola, PA
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protecting your milk and locking in
its today. Ask your Bou-Matic
tier about the economical Dari-Kool
'late Cooler.

BOU

■k| ■ ■ JONES-DAIRYBOU-MATIC ssss
609-267-0198MILKING SYSTEMS

DIEMFARM
SYSTEMS

McAllisterville, PA
717-463-2606

DAIRYMEN, LANCASTER
DAIRY FARM
AUTOMATION

Manheim, PA
717-665-7300

INC.
Sykersville, MD

301-549-2100

Lock In Profits
The Dari-Kool® Plate Cooler from
BOU-MATIC® Protects the Quality
You Put in Your Milk

:hough you follow every recommendation for
acing high quality milk, an inadequate cooling
:m can rob you of profits. A Dari-Kool Plate
’r quickly and economically cools incoming
reducing bacterial growth and agitation
ige. This means less risk of downgraded milk
income loss.

See The BOU-MATIC® Exhibit
At Ag Progress Days

Loc; W. sth St.
®> BOU MATIC and DARI KOOL are registered trademarks of

lv_* Dairy Equipment Company P O Box 8050 • Madison Wl 53708
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Oxford PA Milton, PA
7i7 ?9Q.9«q Paul - 717-437-2375717-529-2569 Dave - 717-43WW57

TRI-STATE
FARM

AUTOMATION
Hagerstown, MD

301-790-3698


