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. Saving Soil Important To Chester County Dairyman

BY MARJORIE KEEN
Chester Co. Correspondent

Chester County's Conservation
Farmer of the Year, Charles H.
Gable of Elverson, found that he
had two additional acres of pasture
on Conebella Farm when he
completed his soil conservation
plan. By building a pond and in-
stalling 1150 feet of tile he drained
low, wet ground and increased the
pasture for his 130 head of Ayrshire
cattle.

Gable said new marshland
ecology legislation would prevent
him from following the drainage
plan in the same way today.
However, he began the con-
servation measures in 1968 at the
time 38 acres were added to the
farm. Over the next 10 years Gable
removed 2000 feet of fence rows
and put in 8600 feet of terraces and
2500 feet of waterways to prevent
erosion.

Recently Gable installed 250 feet
of waterway in a rented field.
“People said I was crazy,” he
smiled. He explained his
philosophy of ‘‘leaving more wood
on the pile’’ than he found.

Gable grows basically alfalfa
and corn, with some wheat. His son
Donald returned to work on the
family farm after completing a

degree at Penn State in 1985.
Donald’s wife Pam, has also been
handling farm chores.

Gable was born on the farm
purchased by his grandfather
about 60 years ago. Conebella was
named for two stations on the
Reading branch of the Wilmington
and Northern Railroad—-Conestoga
and Isabella. The railroad tracks
cross a corner of the pasture.

In the 1930’s Gable’s father
started the Ayrshire herd. Today
100 percent of the herd is homebred
and the Gables are noted as
breeders of registered Ayrshires.
At the National ‘Ayrshire Breeders
Association meeting in New
Hampshire 1n late April Gable
expects to be elected a national
director and also to receive the
Constructive Breeder Award.

At one time Gable was president
of the Pennsylvania Ayrshire
Breeders Association. When the
world conference of Ayrshire
Breeders meets in Pennsylvania in
the fall of 1988 Conebella Farm will
be a stop on the tour for delegates.
The Gable home proudly displays
the red ribbon won by a Conebella
Farm Ayrshire at the national
show in 1980.

In addition to his interests in
dairying and soil conservation,
Gable is a director of the Chester
County Water Resources
Authority. He has also been active
in the Chester-Delaware County
Farmers Association.

The 1986 Soil Conservation
Award was announced at the
February Crops Day by Charles
Harris, Chairman of the Chester
County Conservation District,
Elbert Wells, District Con-
servationist of the U.S. Soil Con-
servation Service, said that
determining factors in Gable’s
selection for the fourth annual
award were (1) an mnovative
approach to protecting the
resource base, (2) use of the
newest methods and techniques
and (3) the amount of work
required to implement the farm
plan. Approximately 3000 Chester
County landowners have applied
for plans to combat soil erosion.
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WATER SUPPLY
AND ‘
INCREASE
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With help from his son Donald and his wife Pam, Charles

>

Gable (right) operates Conebella Farm, a 130-head Ayrshire
operation. Gable was named Chester County Conservation

Farmer of the Year.
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¢ 6'' Steel Main Beam
e 2" Vertical Tubing Drilled so that the 1"’ Horizontal tubing
extends Full Length of Wagon

* Front-Side and Rear Loading and Unloading

» 2x8 Pressure Treated Lumber Floor

e 2x6 Oak Cross Beams

* Beds are 8’ wide, available in 16, 18 or 21’ lengths.
Racks are 90" high.

* NEW FEATURE: 6" Channel across back for pushing wagon
without damaging bed.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL YOUR LOCAL DEALER:
LOST CREEK TOBIAS EQUIPMENT CO0., INC. OXFORD GREENLINE,

full potential.

Butterfat.

740 E. Lincoln Ave.
Myerstown, Pa. 17067
717-866-7555

sulfates and/or bacteria your cows can not reach their

WE SPECIALIZE IN WATER TREATMENT
ON DAIRY FARMS.

Our water conditioning methods reduce those robbing
nitrates, sulfates, and bacterial to proper levels -
resulting in improved herd Health - Mitk Production -

YOU TEST THEIR FORAGE —
WHY NOT THEIR WATER?

Contact us for information on our proven
installations, and a test of your water supply.

MARTIN
WATER
CONDITIONING

548 New Holland Ave.
Lancaster, Pa.
717-393-3612

Early Morning & Evenings Call

717-345-8795

IMPLEMENT
Oakland Mill, PA
717-463-2161

MELROSE FARM
SERVICE

Greencastle, PA
717-597-3138

KELLER BROS.
Lebanon, PA
717-949-6501

DUNKLE & GREIB
Mill Hall, PA
717-726-3115

Churchville, MD
301-734-7722

WALTER G. COALE, INC.

Halifax, PA
717-362-3132

NORTHEAST

DISTRIBUTING
West Clifford, Pa.
717-222.9020

VALLEY IMPLEMENT

SALES

Harrisonburg, VA
703-434-9961

CHAMBERSBURG FARM

SUPPLY

Chambersburg, PA
717-264-3533

INC.
Oxford, PA
215-932-2753

PAUL SHOVER'S, INC.
Loysviile, PA
717-789-3117

A.B.C. GROFF

New Holland, PA
717-354-4731

CARLISLE FARM

SERVICE
Carlisle, PA

77-243.4319
CLARK'S FARM SUPPLY

Williamsport, PA
717-494-0060
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Manufactured By

CLW MANUFACTURING, INC.

R.D. #2,Box 8

Newburg, Pa. 17240
717-423-6794




