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Brocketfs Ag Advice
By John E. Brockett

Farm Management Agent
Lewistown Extension Office

Fanning will change in technical
know how, in size, in required
skills, and in methods of operation.
But, these changes have been
occurring every year since the
beginning of time. In the 30 years I
have been in Extension, I have
seen some tremendous changes.

If someone had projected the
changes that have occurred in
these 30 years in 1956 when I
started Extension, most people
would have laughed. Consider for
example the advent of atrazine in
the late 50’s. Or what about forage
testing and feeding programs. Or
calculators so cheap that prac-
tically every school child has one.
Then we came to personal com-
puters that cost about the same
today as a good calculator did 20
years ago.

Today no one would buy a tractor
without hydraulic or power
steering. Farmers who buy a
tractor without a cab are often
pitied by their neighbors as being
poor or demented. Not many ofyou
cut hay by hand anymore. In fact
most modem fanners probably
don’t even know how to use a hoe,
or a scythe, or hand hay rake. Yet
it was not many years ago that

Pennsylvania farmers will find
Grain Crops, a Penn State
correspondence course and an
accompanying 1985 Agronomy
Guide, helpful in selecting grain
varieties.

The course includes information
on uses and importance ofthe most
common cereals or grains, in-
cluding com, wheat, oats, barley,

You Can Succeed
Most farmers in Pennsylvania they were all part of a fanner’s

can survive and even succeed as regularly usedtools,
farmers in the next decade. I am Recordkeeping A
quite optimistic that most family Must
operated farms can be viable One of the ongoingchanges in the
businesses in the future. If I was operation of farms in the past 100
anything less than optimistic, I years has been the growing need
would not be leaving Extension for good records. I have a record
and more closely hooking my star book kept by my great-great
to the family farm ofthe future. grandfather in the 1800’s. It was

nothing more than a daily diary
with the things that were done, the
amount they received for sold
products, who worked for them,
the cost of supplies, and the
weather.

Todays records are not that
much different in context. They
are just bigger and more complex.
DHIA was brought into being over
50 years ago because a few for-
ward thinking dairymen and
college professors thought that
dairymen needed a better handle
onwhat was happening in the dairy
herd. Those of you who had fathers
or grandfathers who were “on
test” 30 or more years ago should
look at their records. The in-
formationthey received from their
DHI records was considerably less
than the available information we
have today. Yet there are those of
us who Want even more from
today’s DHI records, because, we
know it is available and we feel we
nteed it to make better
managementdecisions.

As farm sizes have grown,
records and analysis of those
records have become more im-
portant for a farm manager. The
diary idea is probably no longer
adequate.

Penn State Offers Grain Crops Course
soybeans, and rye. Methods of
seeding, harvesting, storage, and
marketing are given.

To learn more about gram crops
send $l4, including Agronomy
Guide and handling, to GRAIN
CROPS, Dept. 5000, University
Park, PA 16802. Make check
payable to Penn State.

I’amiiy I'arm
Still Needed

Yet the one constant we have
seen throughout the hundreds of
years of change in the family farm
has been the need in our society for
those farms. The majority of
people in this country want the
family farm to continue to be a
viable part of our society and
economy. They have agreed to
farm bills that the news media has
often said were too expensive. The
average person on the street feels
positive about farmers and farm-

mg, especially family operated
farms. They wantyou to succeed.

And you can succeed ifyou want
to. No one said it would be easy.
And this brings us to the final and
possibly most critical change that
has occurred in the farming
business. The change from a
primarily physically oriented
business to a balanced physically
and mentally oriented business.
Todays farmers must be as willing
to work hard mentally as their
forefathers were to work hard
physically.

PTO ALTERNATOR
CLEARANCE

SPECIAL
A Sound Investment For A WiseFormer

KEEP YOUR FARM IN BUSINESS
Have peace of mind with...

Electrical power when you need itr

Sufficient power to operate your large motor.
SampleOfOur Extra Low Price

PTO -40 KW $2699 jtpPR
With Trailer $2894

ALL THIS ANDMORE FROM

MARTIN MACHINERY
P.O. Box 35 - Martindale, PA 17549

215-445-4585
Telex 5101011953 MartinMachine

FOR INFORMATION NOW

pay y pi
filters, belts, hoses or oil for

three full years.
That’s Ford’s 3-year free scheduledmaintenance and free
3-year warranty!* It’s the best in the busmess-and a very good
reason to buy a new TW Series tractor But, there are lots
more:
• Four new models-105-170 PTO hp
• New hydraulics-morepower, more versatility, improved control
• New Whisper-quiet Cab with optional performance monitor
• 16-speedDual Power transmission
• Up to 100-gal fuel capacity
• Optional front-wheel drive
• Three years ot 2 500 operating hours whir hever dc cut s Ask your c water for ( omplpto
details

SEVERAL LEASED TRACTORS
AT YEAR-END SAVINGS

Is your tractor built as well as a Ford?
Call Us For The NEW FORD PROGRAMS

Full Line Of Farm Toys

70% OFF
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TRACTOR CO

Rt 419 between Schaefferstown and Cornwall.
Lebanon County, Lebanon, PA 17042

717-MJMISOI


