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Rumensin Aids In Bringing Heifers Into Milking String Quicker

MOUNT JOY — Rumensin, a
feed additive which promotes
growth, was approved for use on
dairy heifers over a year ago. In
the year since its approval,
dairymen have successfully used
rumensin in their herds. “There is
very little investment for the
return,” Jeff Zechman, dairy
nutritionist, said.

He noted that farmers can ex-
pect a 14 cent return for every
penny invested. Zechman made
these comments at a recent dairy
seminar sponsored by White Oak
Mills of Elizabethtown.

Heifers on rumensin enter the
milking herd sooner by reaching
breeding weight sooner. Con-
sequently, the heifers provide a
return on investment sooner,
Zechman commented. The
rumensin shifts more volatile fatty
acids to propionic acid in the
rumen, permitting the heifers to

gain more energy for growth from
the same feed.

Dairymen using low density
diets, such as rained on hay, reap
the most benefits of rumensin — an
increase of 6 to 8 percent average
daily gain, the nutritionist ex-
plained.

He cautioned against hitting a
heifer too hard with the feed ad-
ditive in the beginning. Excess
amounts can throw the dairy
animal off feed in the beginning.
He noted the dose must be adjusted
to the size of the animal.

“I think this is something we
should look at,”” Zechman said.
Keeping an unfresh heifer over 24
months costs-the dairymen $3 per
day. He explained that by bringing
a heifer into the milking string
sooner, dairymen will possibly net
an calf and produced more milk in
her lifetime. Also, since its in-
troduction, rumensin has

decreased dramatically in price.

The feed additive works in the
stomach, eliminating withdrawal
time and permitting teeding up to
the time the heifer freshens.
Zechman noted that rumensin can
be fed as a supplement or mineral
feed.

For feeding young calves,
Zechman noted the importance of
feeding colostrum within the first
hour of birth. After the first hour,
the calf’s ability to absorb the
antibiotics found in milk drops off
rapidly. “The calf has no immune
system when its first born. You

Two Warren

Two Warren County dairy farm-
ers were honored last week for
their contributions to their com-
munities and to county
agricultural organizations.

LEASING AVAILABLE

Robert Frey of Pohatcong
Township was honored by the
Warren County Soil Conservation
District as the district’s
Cooperator of the Year.

Orrie Terpstra of Knowlton
Township was rernenized by the

STRONGSVILLE, Ohio — Dairy
leader Herman Brubaker, West
Alexandria, has been elected to the
executive committee for the
National Milk Producers
Federation.

Presently Brubaker serves as
the president of Milk Marketing
Inc., the regional dairy marketing
cooperative headquartered in
Strongsville. Brubaker has been
the MMI president since 1985. The
election was held at the annual
NMPF meeting.

With this election, MMI mem-
bers will now have two
representatives on the top-ranking
NMPF committee. MMI General
Manager Gordon Riehl is also a
member of the commmittee.

Brubaker serves on the MMI
board of directors and covers
District 18 including Ohio counties
of Darke, Preble, Greene, Miami,
Butler, Warren, Hamilton and

Montgomery.
Currently Brubaker also serves
on the National Dairy Promotion
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want to get colostrum In 1t as soon
as possible,” he explained.

He recommends feeding
colostrum for the calf’s first three
days. On day four, he suggests
offering milk replacer at 1 percent
of the calf’s body weight. ‘‘Don’t
shift the amount fed around, that's
a good way to give her scours,” the
nutritionist said.

Zechman noted that he prefers
bottle feeding calves straight
through to weaning as opposed to
bucket feeding. When calves drink
from a bucket, they tend to gulp
the milk; this action could direct

the milk into the rumen (instead of
the abomasum) or into the lungs
and cause scours or pneumonia.

The incidence of scours in young
calves can be reduced by feeding a
steady of amount of milk replacer
with a steady of powder. “Its
actually almost better to un-
derfeed to prevent scours,”
Zechman said. The time of feeding
should stay the same to keep the
amount of milk in the abomasum
constant. This also reduces the
amount of stress placed on a calf;
stress is a possible factor in
causing scours.

County Dairymen Honored

Warren County Board of
Agriculture with the annual
Distinguished Service Citation.

Frey maintains a 55-cow herd
and farms the 379 acres he owns
near Carpentersville. In 1985 and
1986 he installed more than 3,200
feet of underground pipe and 2,500
feet of terraces to combat erosion
on some of his steep cropland.

He plans more conservation

MMI President Elected To National
Milk Producers Federation Board

and Research Board and is the
president of Mid East United Dairy
Industry Association, Marysville.
Mid East is a member unit of the
national UDIA, Rosemont, I1.

Brubaker farms in partnership
with his sons, William and Charles,
and milks 70 head. He has been
dairying for 33 years and a
member of a milk marketing
cooperative for 30 years.

MMI is a 8,000 member dairy
farmer owned cooperative en-
compassing an eight state mid-
western area including Ohio, In-
diana, Pennsylvania, Michigan,
New York, Kentucky, Maryland
and West Virginia. Last year MMI
marketed more than 4.6 billion
pounds or 547 million gallons of
milk.

work and continues strip cropping
and following conservation tillage
methods on his farm.

Frey is president of the Warren
County Planning Board and is a
member of the Pohatcong
Township School Board, the
Warren County Solid Waste Ad-
visory Council, and the Warren

County Board of Agriculture.
His wife, Trudy, is active in
Grange activities and the

Greenwich Presbyterian Church.
The Freys have two sons, Bruce
and Rob.

Terpstra keeps 60 cows on his 330
acres in Knowlton Township,
where he serves on the township
committee.

He is chairman of the Knowiton
Township Environmental Com-
mission and a member of the
township planning board and
board of adjustment. He is a
member of the Knowlton Fire

Company.
Terpstra is also chairman of the
Warren County Agricuiture

Development Board and the
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Committee. He is a
past president of the Warren
County Board of Agriculture.

Terpstra, a native of The
Netherlands, and his wife, Fran,
have a daughter, Tammy.

Reprinted by permission of The Ex-
press, Easton, Pa.
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