
NEWARK, Del. - While
American farmers are busy this
fall harvesting a bin-busting 8.3
billion bushel com crop, another 5
billion bushels of 1985 com sit in
storage waiting to be sold.
Preliminary projections are for a

total carry-over in excess of 5
billion bushels by the end of the
current harvest season. That
amounts to nearly three-fourths of
a year’s supply going into the 1987
cropyear without planting a single
row of com.

Livestock producers may be
pleased with the low prices
resulting from this market glut,
but University of Delaware ex-
tension marketing specialist Carl
German says it’s putting a serious
strain on grain farmers. “The
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Corn Growers Will Continue To Feel Pinch
opportunity for profit simply isn’t
there,” German says, “except for
producers who participated in the
farm program. Even then, they’re
quite likely to just break even, or
cover only a portion of their
production costs.”
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Lancaster Farming Saturday, November 15,1986-DI3

It costs the average U.S. farmer
about $3OO to grow an acre of corn.
It takes 100 bushels an acre
produced at $3 per bushel market
price just to break even. Cash
grain prices in Delaware are
currently running between $1.75 to
$1.85 per bushel or less. This
means cash grain producers not
eligible for price protection af-
forded by the government farm
program will fall far short of
covering production costs.

“In Delaware, the problem is
further compounded by the fact
that we’ve had a fairly severe
drought,” the marketing specialist
says. State average yields for com
as of September 1 were estimated
at75 bushels per acre. The range in
yield throughout the state varies
from less than 20 bushels per acre
to justover 100.

“It doesn’t appear that surplus
stocks are going to go away any
time soon,” concludes German.
“This means com prices are likely
to remain depressed for next
year’s crop. With this fact in mind,
farmers not already planning to do
so should seriously consider,
among other things, participating
in the 1987 farm program to make
ends meet.”
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CUSTOM MADE
FEED BINS FOR

FARMS FEED MILLS

• Made of 13 gauge Steel
• All welded seams
• Gravity Flow or Auger

Free Estimates

Also - Steel Roof Trusses for
Buildings - Portable Hog Buildings
- Bucket Elevators - Grain Augers

Distributors - Flow Pipes &

Accessories
We Sell, Service & Install

Ph: 717-345-3724

STOLTZFUS WELDING SHOP
Owner - Samuel P. Stoltzfus

RD 3, Box 331
Pine Grove, PA 17963
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