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Spending it for agricultural
assistance abroad is especially
unpopular nowadays with U.S.
farmers and many agricultural
organizations. Their view is that
more foreign agricultural
development is simply another
threat to our dismal farm export
markets. The argument is that we
teach them how to grow com-
modities that we are good at
producing ourselves. Then they do
1t and replace our exports, leaving
American farmers holding the
bag. These aid opponenets are
loudly critical of agricultural
assistance dispenseh by govern-
ment agencies like USAID, by
Land Grant schools like the
Unmversity of Minnesota, Penn
State University and by U.S.-

" supported international
organizations like The World
Bank.

Houck’s research on the subject
“Foreign Agricultural Assistance:
Ally or Adversary”’ was conducted
to see if the argument dgainst
agricultural assistance especially
technical assistance was valhd. So
he related the increased
agricultural productivity in
countries receiving assistance
with these countries average in-
comes per capita. When ag

productivity, as measured by
value added per farm worker
increased, 10% the average in-
crease of income for everyone in
the country increased 10 to 12%. In
addition, when people in these less
developed countries achieved this
increased income, their per capita
cereal imports (wheat, rice, rye
and course grains) increased 7-
156%. The stronger the economics
performance of low income nations
the more cereals they tend to
import.

Thus Professor Houck concludes
that a strong case can be made for
the idea that advances in
agricultural productivity are
associated with increases in im-
ports of cereals and other
agricultural products. Especially
for low-income nations.

The connection comes via the
positive income effect of general
economic development. For these
countries, investments in
agricultural development through
successful technical assistance
and education are not detrimental
to U.S. farm export interests. They
are generally beneficial.

For middle-income nations, the
case is not so clear and probably
more controversial. What can be
said is that nothing in the
aggregate data leads one to con-

clude that improvements in farm
productivity among maddle-
income nations is generally or
systematically threatening to U.S.
farm exports across a broad in-
ternational spectrum.

Naturally, specific episodes of
U.S. trade displacement in some
products by some countires can be
identified and perhaps associated
with agricultural assistance.
However, wider evidence shows
that the burden of proof clearly
rests with those who insist that
agricultural assistance for poor
nations is usually a bad thing for
American farmers. On the con-
trary, it is mostly a good thing.

This Forum sponsored by the
Philadelphia Society of Promoting
Agriculture is a part of the
Society’s continuing effort to
provide its members and friends
an opportunity to learn in greater
depth about issues that are
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currently
agriculture.

The Philadelphia Society for
Promoting Agriculture was
founded in 1785 by a small group of
influential farmers, merchants
and professional people for the
purpose of exchanging crop and

important to U.S.

animal production information
among its members and with other
regional agricultural societies.
The Philadelphia Society for
Promoting Agriculture is the
oldest, continuously active
agricultural organization in the
United States.

Farmland Preserve Dinner Scheduled

LANCASTER — The annual
dinner meeting of Friends of
Agricultural Land Preservation
will be held this coming Thursday,
Nov. 13, at Miller’s Smorgasbord
Restaurant, seven miles east of
Lancaster on Route 30 at Ronks.
The dinner begins at 7 p.m.

The dinner wil! honor those who
have made commitments to the
preservation of farmland in
Lancaster County.

This year’s dinner will feature a
smorgasbord of Pennsylvania

Dutch favorites, including five
entrees, appetizers and numerous
desserts.

The public is invited. Miller’s
has reduced their normal price
from $12.95 per person to $10, and
plans to donate a portion of the
proceeds to Friends of
Agricultural Land Preservation.
For ticket information call
Stephanie Snowman Sunday
between 1 and 5 p.m. at 464-0344, or
weekdays at 209-8355 between 8
a.m.and5p.m.
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New ! From Purina Mills, Inc.

Wake up your dairy herd with
Purina’

Maxi-Tech’
Complete
dairy feed!

“I'D LIKE TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT
JOINING LEHIGH VALLEY FARMERS”

— President Alpheus Ruth, of Fleetwood
“Are you happy with your mitk market?

“Is it guaranteed like ours is?
“Are you satisfied with the benefits?

“Ifyou're adairyfarmerwho’dlike tostarta dialogue, callme
at home (215) 944-7543 or call the office.”

Park Plaza
¢ 3400 Bath Pike
Bethlehem, PA 18017
(215) 861-5150
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Getting the most out of your cows, especially top
producing ones, used to mean giving up one of
two things: either butterfat levels dropped as
production increased, or cows depleted internal
energy stores and lost condition and ability to

quickly breed back.

Now Purina Mills introduces a super high-

energy, palatable complete dairy feed designed for
producers with excellent management skills, high

The Maxi-Tech Difference
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Contact Your Farm Consultant For More Information

ol

® {
6 S. Vintage Rd. Rt. 82
Paradise, PA 17562 Unionville, PA 18375
(717) 442-4183 (215) 347-2377
(717) 768-3301

* Registered trademark of Raiston Purina Company

production goals and high profit expectations.
New Purina® Maxi-Tech® brand Complete dairy
feed makes the most of a dairy herd’s capability by
increasing milk production during early lactation,
while increasing persistency Maxi-Tech'’s unique
formulation means milk production and butterfat
levels move up together.

New Maxi-Tech Complete contains a nutritional
balance of energy, protein, vitamins and minerals.
Cows maintain body weight and condition, for
better health and breeding

And its palatability whets the appetite of top
producing cows to help them reach new produc-

When you want the most out of your cows, ask for
Purina Maxi-Tech Complete dairy feed, exclu-
sively from Purina Mills, Inc See what the Maxi-
Tech difference can do for you!

Enter the 20th
Centu
fiberglass bulk
storage bin from
Fiberdome~

ry—with a

Ehminates bridging,
won't rust or corrode
Cuts heat buldup and
condensation

Feed stays fresh in
any weather
Precision engimeered
for long. long hfe
Unique 5-year
warranty

Adaptable to any
augering system
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Write for information and a FREE suple of
fiberglass—the superior, modern material for

superior storage bins!
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P.0.Box 11
Lake Mills, Wi 53551

(414) 648-8376



