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Cornell Conference To Explore Pros and Cons of Milk Quotas

ITHACA, N.Y. — The pros and
cons of establishing a nationwide
mandatory milk quota system for
the U.S. dairy industry to curb
chronic milk surpluses and to
improve prices for farmers will be
debated in Syracuse on Nov. 13.

The debate will be part of the
day-long Cornell Conference on
Supply Management Programs for
the Dairy Industry at the Sheraton
Inn on Electronics Parkway
beginning at 10 a.m.

David L. Call, dean of the New
York State College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences, which is
sponsoring the conference, will
make welcoming remarks.

Speaking for establishment of a
milk quota program will be Ronald
Knutson, a professor of
agricultural economics from

Texas A and M University. Op-
posing views will be given by
Bernard F. Stanton, a professor of
agricultural economics at Cornell.

Conference participants also will
examine various aspects of quota
systems, including the past,
present and future directions of
dairy policy, considerations in the
design and implementation of a
national compulsory supply
management program, potential
impacts of quota systems on
economic efficiency and equity
among dairy farmers.

Cornell University agricultural
economist Harry M. Kaiser, who is
organizing . the conference, said
that intense grassroots interest in
alternative forms of supply
management for the nation’s dairy
industry has been developing over

the last several years.

“Most notable among such
programs is a national mandatory
milk quota system,” Kaiser said.
“If such a system is adopted, it
would create tremendous changes
and would have significant
ramifications on all segments of
the dairy economy.”

Public interest in mandatory
supply management or production
quota programs has been rising
because of fears that the
burgeoning surpluses of dairy
products, high costs of removing
surpluses under the federal price
support program and declining
prices for producers will persist,
according to Kaiser.

‘‘Some people are also con-
cerned that our experiments with
‘voluntary’ forms of supply

management such as the recent
federal whole-herd buyout and
milk diversion programs are
merely a band-aid approach to the
problems facing the dairy in-
dustry,” he said.

Supporters of a national man-
datory quota system point to
similar systems adopted in other
countries such as Canada and
members of the European Com-
munity as success stories that
could be repeated in the United
States, according to Kaiser.

“But the mechanics and im-
plications of milk quota systems in
effect in those countries are poorly
understood,”” he said. ‘‘The
structure of the dairy industry as
well as social and political in-
stitutions are quite different in
these countries.”

For more information about the

conference program and
registration, contact Harry
Kaiser, Department of

Agricultural Economics, Cornell
University, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 or at
(607) 255-1598.
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HIGH TECH DAIRYING
10-MILKE

A New Way

to Better Milking

The High Tech people have done it again. We
won't flatly declare that the new Westfalia
Bio-Milker Cluster will revolutionize

dairying, but it could come close.

What is the new Bio-Milker about? Well, the
new patented design features an automatic
air inlet valve located just under the teat end.
Air enters only during the massage phase.
This controlled air burst has two functions.
(1) It reduces the risk of infection by moving
the milk away from the teat end, elimin-
ating return flow. (2) It releases the
vacuum under the teat end, ensuring a bio-
logically desired pressure release of

teat tissue.

The Bio-Milker makes it possible
for the first time to harmonize
milking technique with a natural,

gentle, protective biological

milking rythm.

It’s the new Westfalia Bio-Milker for
Healthier Udders, Faster Milk-

ing, Reduced Cell Count, Longer
Productive Cow Life. Contact

your Westfalia Sales Center

today, or call or write
for more information.
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