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SCS Technician Works To Implement
Bay Program Through Farm Improvements

BY JOYCE BUPP
York County Correspondent

YORK - When Ann Meyer
enrolled in Penn State as an en-
vironmental resource major,
manure management was not at
the top of her career goals list.

In fact, the young woman from
Erie had no real idea what she
would eventually do with her
degree. But she did know that
working outdoors appealed to her
far better than a job at an office
desk.

And, while Ann now has her own
desk at the York offices of USDA’s
Soil Conservation Service, the part
of her job she enjoys most is being
out on farms. In her role as an SCS
technician, one of only a few
women holding that position in the
state, Ann is currently working
with the implementation of the
Chesapeake Bay program. Her
primary responsibility is to con-
vert the designs and drawings of
such conservation measures as
manure storage areas, diversion
terraces and sod waterways into
workable on-farm improvements.

Ann’s affinity for the outdoors
traces to the 90-acre family farm
her father purchased when she was
a child. While her dad had grown
up during the Depression-lean
farm years and had no desire to
leave his job to return to farming,
he saw the land asa retreat, for his
family.

A basic agronomy course, part of
her required studies, further
nudged Ann’s interest in a soils-
related career.

“It included a lot of land use
planning. The professor was very
goodworking with students and he
talked about the Soil Conservation
Service’s student intern
program,” she remembers.

In subsequent semesters, Ann
enrolled in additional soils courses.
She also signed up for the SCS
internship and was chosen for a
position the summer she com-
pleted her junior year of studies.
Her assignment sent her to distant
York County, where she worked
with the conservationist and
technicians in surveying,
designing,planning, and absorbing
SCS policy.
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While helping lay out manure management pits as a
technician for the Soil Conservation Service, Ann Meyer
sights up depth levels using some of the tools of the trade.

focused on work with strip mine
land renovation through the Rural
Abandoned Mines programs.

After a year, marriage to her
college sweetheart Ray Meyer
took Ann from the Cambria County
reclamation work. Ray was then
managing a hog operation in
Marietta, and later accepted a
position as a troubleshooter for
Pennfield, working with the firm’s
swine producers.
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“The likelihood of my coming
back to work in the same county
after an internship here was nil,”
Ann relates.

When a position in the York SCS
office became available several
months later, Ann put in an ap-
plication, and in December 1983,
took her present position as an SCS
technician.

Ann finds she prefers her work
as a technician to that of a con-
servationist, for which she had
originally trained.

But with SCS internship comes a
greater likelihood of a job offer
after graduation. Ann’s was an
offer to fill a position in mining-
intensive Cambria County.

During the year she spent there,
Ann’s primary responsibilities

“It includes much more of the
outside work, and not as much
paper work,” says Ann. “I like it a
lot better,”

Jobs in the soil conservation field
were oversupplied, and for a
period of time, Ann was unable to
return to her field. Instead, she
worked through the winter in a
fabric shop, while also holding a
job with a nearby hog producer,
assisting in the farrowing and
processing of baby pigs.

“By July of 1982,1 really wanted
very much to get back to a job in
conservation,” she remembers.
While it took a few months for her
to find what she was seeking, in
early 1983 Ann went to work for
Baltimore County. Hired as a
planner for the county’s own soil
conservation offices, Ann was
responsible for designing ponds,
contour stripping, diversion
terraces and related soils-saving
improvements.

With the implementation of the
Chesapeake Bay program in York
County’s several watersheds,
manure management installations
have become Ann’s specialty. One
of the biggest challenges she finds
is pulling together all those in-
volved in the construction of such
facilities, from the designer of the
manure handling facility to the
farmer who will work with it and
the various contractors involved in
moving soils and installing pipe
and concrete.

There are established guidelines
for conservation programs and
facilities which technicians like
Ann must follow in laying out the
manure pits, diversion terraces
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Ann Meyer and her two-year-old "helper" at the family's 20-acre sheepfarm take a break

See your nearest
NEW HOLLAIND

Dealer for Dependable
Equipment and Dependable

Service:
Annville, PA
B H M Farm
Equipment, Inc
RD 1
717-867-2211

Lebanon, PA
Keller Bros
Tractor Co
RD 7, Box 405
717-949-6501

Beavertown, PA
B&RFarm

Lititz, PA
Roy A Brubaker
700 Woodcrest Av
717-626-7766Equipment, Inc

RD 1, 80x217A
717-658-7024 Loysville, PA

PaulShovers, Inc
Loysville, PA
717-789-3117

Belleville, PA
IvanJ Zook
Farm Equipment
Belleville, Pa
717-935-2948

Lynnport, PA
KermitK Kistler, Inc
Lynnport, PA
215 298 2011Canton, PA

Hess Farm Equipment
717 673-5143

Mill Hall, PA
Paul A Dotterer
RD 1
717 726 3471Carlisle, PA

Paul Shovers, Inc
35 East Willow Street
717 243 2686

New Holland, PA
ABC Groft Inc
110South Railroad
717 3544191Chambersburg, PA

Clugston
Implement Inc
RD 1
717 263 4103

New Park, PA
M&R Equipment Inc
P 0 Box 16
717 993 2511

Oavidsburg, PA
George N Gross, Inc
R D 2, Dover, PA
717 292-1673

Oley, PA
C J Wonsidler Bros
RD 2
215 987 6257

Elizabethtown, PA
Messick Farm
Equipment, Inc
Rt 283 - Rheem’s Exit
717-367-1319

Pitman, PA
Marlin W Schreffler
Pitman, PA
717 648-1120

Everett, PA
C Paul Ford & Son
RD 1
814-652 2051

Quakertown, PA
C J Wonsidler Bros
RD 1
215 536 1935

Gettysburg. PA
Vinghng Implements
RD 9
717 359-4848

Quarryville, PA
CE Wiley & Son. Inc
101 South Lime Street
717-786 2895

Greencastle. PA
Meyers
Implement's Inc
400 N Antrim Way
P 0 Box 97
717 597 2176

Ringtown, PA
Ringtown Farm
Equipment
Ringtown, PA
717 889 3184

Halifax, PA
Sweigard Bros
R D 3, Box 13
717 896 3414

Tamaqua, PA
Charles S Snyder
RD 3
717 386 5954

Hamburg. PA
Shartlesville
Farm Service
RD 1, Box 1392
215 488 1025

West Grove, PA
S G Lewis & Son
R D 2 Box 66
215 869 2214

Hanover. PA
Sheets Brothers Inc
1061 Carlisle St
Hanover PA 17331
717 632 3660

Churchville, MD
Walter G Coale Inc
2849 53
Churchville Rd
301 734 7722

Honey Brook, PA
Dependable Motor Co
East Mam Street
215 273 3131
215 273 3737

Frederick, MD
New Holland Inc
Rt 26 East
301 662 4197
Outside MD 800 331
9122

Honey Grove, PA
Norman D Clark
& Son Inc

Westminster. MD

Honey Grove PA
717 734 3682

New Holland Inc
1201 New Windsor Rd
301 857 0711
Outside MD 800 331
9122Hughesville. PA

Farnsworth Farm
Supplies Inc
103Cemetery Street
717 584 2106

Washington, NJ
Frank Rymon & Sons
201 689 1464

Lancaster, PA Woodstown. NJ
Owen Supply Co
Broad Street &

East Avenue
609 769-0308

L H Brubaker Inc
350 Strasburg Pike
717 397 5179


