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People familiar with farming
know that hearing loss is a com-
mon problem among older
families. A lifetime of work near
noisy machinery can min a far-
mer’s hearing.

It may come as a surprise,
however, to leam that the problem
affects not only older farmers, but
also young farmers and their
families. At the Marshfield
(Wisconsin) Clinic, doctors have
noticed an alarming trend.

“Many of our patients with farm
backgrounds who have significant
noise-induced hearing loss are
fairly young. And they are not just
males, but also females,” says
Donald Hansen, an audiologist at
the clinic.

“Areview of our records showed
that there are many 20- and 30-
year-old farmers with 50- to 60-
year-old ears,” he adds. “And
because farming is basically a
family affair-the kids work, the
wife works, the grandparents
work-it’s a problem that affects
every member of the family.”

To evaluate the problem more
thoroughly, the Marshfield Clinic
and the nearby National Farm
Medicine Center are conducting a
long-term hearing loss study of
high school students with farm
backgrounds. The study will focus
on determining the extent of
hearing loss, its causes and the
best methods of eliminating it.

“Noise-induced hearing loss is
permanent, irreversible and
cannot be helpedthrough medicine
or surgery,” says Hansen. “It is,
however, 100 percent preventable.
An important part of our study will
be to educate farmers and their
families in the use of hearing
protection.”

Noise-induced hearing loss is
caused by extended exposure to
loud noises. “Typically, loud noise
affects the high frequency spec-
trum of a person’s hearing first,”
says Hansen. “Continuedexposure
will cause the middle frequencies
to deteriorate gradually, followed
by the lowfrequencies.”

Tell-tale signs of noise-induced
hearing loss are inability to hear
birds, crickets, doorbells, ringing
telephones, women’s and
children’s voices, or other high-
pitched sounds. Another sign is the
inability to distinguish clarity of
speech in a noisy setting, suchas a
crowdedroom.

“A condition known as tinnitus,
or continuous ringing in the ears,
can also develop,” says Hansen.
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Inject manure for
more profit

Hook up lo the

Injector discharges manure in soil to preserve
nutrients and boost crop yields
All operating parts up front for easy viewing
and control
Hydraulically operated precision gate valve
operated from tractor seat provides
controlled rate of unloading
All working parts removable from outside of
tanker

Here it is the RUGGED ONE from PATZ built as only
PATZ will build them to last and last

Internal 4-bladed chopper homogenizes
slurry
Walking beam tandem axle with surge
brakes on all 4 wheels
540 or 1000 R P M P T 0 available
Four shanks are self-penetrating for easier
pull, deep injecting and good covering
Shear bolt shanks feature replaceable points
and leading edge
Adjustable gauge wheels assure uniform
depth

• Independent injector uses 3-pomt hitch

Fast
Manure
Agitation

Mixes liquids, sedimentsand
surface crust intoa slurry manure.

• 3-Point hitch plus • 24", - 3-blade rein-
hydraulic cylinder forced propeller pro-
allow controlling pro- vides high-volume
peller action pre- mixing at end of 17'
cisely for maximum arm
agitation effective-
ness • Standard 540R.P.M

power takeoff.

Noise-Induced Hearing Loss Common Farm Problem
Usually a temporary condition, “Your ears don’t bleed and may either Bet awaY from the noise, earplugs, offer a convenient, low-
tinnitus can become permanent. not hurt,” he adds. “But it would which for a fanner working on a cost method of hearing protection.

“Frequently, your ears will ring almost be better if they did, farm 18 impossible. Or you can Available at farm supply houses,
after you’ve been involved in a because then a person might be wear proper hearing protection,’’ safety equipment distributors,
noisy activity,” says Hansen, more inclined to do something hesays. hardware stores and many chain
“That ringing inyour ears is like a aboutit.”

.

Proper hearing protection comes stores, these slender, tapered
little alarm telling you to protect “Fortunately,” says Hansen, hi several forms, including ear- earplugs offer a comfortable
yourears.” “doing something is easy. You can Phigs and earmuffs. Disposable alternative to bulky earmuffs.

If you're looking for a manure handling
system, look to the people who specialize

RUGGED ONE
• 3 200 Gallon,Capacity • Discharge Rate
• Front Unloading Controlled From

Left Hand Side Discharge Tractor Seat
• Low Wide Spread Pattern • Four-Bladed Impeller &

Four-Bladed Chopper

The PATZ 3200 has a tank constructed of 3/16 inch steel
and a tank frame and hitch of 'j inch steel with
reinforced tank ends The PATZ 3200 tank inferior has an
epoxy primer coating the best known protection
against the corrosive action of liquid manure

You can unload in minutes with a wide spread pattern
of even distribution All working parts are in the front of
the tank within easy view and operation from the
tractor seat Safety too has been built into the PATZ
3200 with independent tandem beam walking axle
and surge brakes on ALL FOUR WHEELS Tires 19Lx16 1 or
48x25x20 Super Floatation Terra Tires
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Dual agitation saves time
• Propeller agitates • Loads 3,200-gatlon

under the surface tanker as fast as
while nozzle 90 seconds
breaks up • Up to 5 feet
surfbce crust. of height

• Agitation nozzle adjustment
rotates
340 degrees • 25-foot and

35-foot lengths

PACONTACT YOUR NEARE LEI
ALEXANDRI.
MAXISENIERG
814-669-4027

CAMP HILL
M>HN JONES
717-737-5737

HAMBURG RSVILLE WEST GROVE
SHARTLESVH.LE
FARMSERVICE
215-488-1025

MOYER
FARM SERVICE
215-766-8675
OUARRYVILLE
UNICORN FARM
SERVICE

S.G. LEWIS AND SON
215-869-9440

FINDER SERVICE CO.
301-348-5263

869-2214
BALLY LIOTTSBURG
LONCACRE
ELECTRIC
215-845-2261

CARL R. BAER
717-582-2648

LEBANON
AUTOMATIC FARM
SYSTEMS
717-274-5333

FOREST HILL. Ml
LESTER EDWARDS
301-838-5971
301-879-1930

RATE SALES, INC.
414-897-2251JAMES E. LANDIS

717-786-4158
SHIPPENSBURC HAGERSTOWN. MD

FORK§VIIL6 mPA|,UST6RVIUE CRIDER FARM tri-state
FARM CO DURWOOD J. WHITELEY MAM FARM SYSTEMS SUPPLY FARM AUTOMATION Dennis Skibo
717-935-2101 717-924-3460 717-463-2606 717-532-2196 301-790-3698 717-664-2333
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