
HARRISBURG - April
production figures showed a net
decrease in cow numbers from a
year ago, but total production
increased over 39 million pounds
from the sameperiod. "

USDA figures show that in
Pennsylvania in April 1985 ’there
were approximately 738,000 cows
in the state compared to 730,000
cows this year. This decrease is an
early sign of the effectiveness the
of the Milk Termination Program,
according to Jack Kirkland, dairy
marketing specialist at Penn
State.

However, the total production is
down from the March figure of 840
million pounds. This decrease is
more evidence of the effectiveness
oftheMTP.

Total milk production in the 21
major dairy states, which produce
84.5 percent of the total production,
was 12.7 billion pounds of milk.
Trends found in Pennsylvania,
production per cow up and total
production up, were similar
throughout the United States.

Despite the seemingly bleak
outlook at this point, Kirkland
pointed out that it is necessary to
look at the whole picture to keep
things in perspective. “The bright
side is that costs are also drop-
ping,”Kirkland said.

The three main grouping for
costs are feed, interest rates, and
fuel, which includes fertilizer

costs. Costs continue to dropfaster
than the milk price, Kirkland
stated. With this in mind, he
ventured that 1986 could turn out to
be a betteryear than 1985.

Replacement cow costs are also
lower this year, averaging $865
compared to $950 to last year. He
noted that this is not good for those
selling, yet it is the trend for all
dairy industry prices to be
decreasing.

Prices for fluid milk, at the
farmer level prior to any
assessments, were also down from
oneyear ago. “This is reflective of
more milk, more total volume
produced. The depressed farmer
prices show a smaller percentage
of milk that receives the higher
price for fluid milk,” Kirkland
noted. .

The production increase from
793 million pounds in April 1985 to
832 million pounds in April 1986 is
the result of increases in individual
production records. Production
per cow rose from 1,075pounds per
cow to 1,140pounds. Last year, in Federal Order 2,

U.S. Milk Production Climbs in April
farmers were receiving a blend
price of $12.19 per hundredweight
comparedto $11.31 this year. With
the deduction of the 67 cent
assessment, the actual price that
the farmer receives is $10.64.

Federal Order 4 price per
hundredweight this month is $12.23
prior to the reduction of 67 cents
for the assessment. In April 1985
this pricewas $13.11.

The western quarter of the state
and the eastern part of Ohio,
Federal Order 36, received $ll.BB
in April this year and $12.90 last
year.

Presently m the northeastern
states, which include Penn-
sylvania and all states to the north,
the measure of profitability or
milk price—feed ratio is 1.46. The
breakeven point is 1 3 Kirkland

stated. With the assessment of 67
cents figured into the ratio, the
level is still above the 1.3 level,
Kirkland noted, citing this as
further evidence that the dairy
industry is still relatively
profitable.

Many farmers are putting more
cows on to make more milH- This
will ultimately result in a lower net
price for the milk, Kirkland ex-
plained, and further reduction in
the supportprice.

“The distribution of profitability
is all over, it boils down to the
management,” Kirkland stated.
The exact number of farmers who
will survive and who won’t
remains to be seen, but the poorer
managers probably will not be in
dairy too long, Kirkland explained.

Eliminate
Fencing Problems

with
ARC 12 Solar Fencing

High Tensile Wire

• Eliminates fence sagging
• No staples or wire clips
• Adjustable enclosed spring assembly
for each wire

• Optional site rails™
• Optional Arc 110Volt multi wire unit
• Installed by trained dealers
• Fully guaranteedby warranty

SOLAR FENCING CO.
1-800-247-8150

or

KEYSTONE SOLAR FENCE
RD 2, Box 148 Watsontown, PA 17777

717-649-5321

GSI

WNITK WASHING
with

DAIRY WHITE
• DRIES WHITE
• DOES NOT RUB OFF EASILY
• NO WET FLOORS
• IS COMPATIBLE WITH

DISINFECTANT A FLY SPRAYS
• WASHES OFF WINDOWS &

PIPELINES EASILY

BARN CLEANING SERVICE
AVAILABLE WITH
COMPRESSED AIR

To have your barn cleaned with air it will clean
off dust, cob webs & lots of old lime. This will keep
your barn looking cleaner & whiter longer

We will take work within
100 mile radius of Lancaster

MAYNARD L. BIITZCL
Witmer, PA 17585 717-392-7227

Bam Spraying Our Business, not a sideline.
Spraying since 1961.

HighPressure Washing And
Disinfecting Poultry Houses,

Veal Pens, Hog Units And
Dairy Barns

THE KEY TO QUAIITY IS GSI
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★ FULL LINE PARTS DEPARTMENT ★ WE SELL,-SERVICE A INSTALL

E4IHET3 EQUIPMENT, INC.
RD 1 Rt 272 S., Herrvilleßd., Willow Street, PA 17584

Phone 717-464-3321 or Toll Free: 800-732-0053 Serving the Industry For Over 25 Yrs.
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ißartm Concrete
Subsidiary of MartinPaving, Inc.

CONCRETE MIXED AT JOB SITE

METEREDDELIVERY
PAY ONLY FOR WHAT YOU USE!

No Waste - We Mix Any Amount You Need
Mixes Can Be Changed Right On The Job

MonJThruSat. Ephrata: (717) 733-7915
Delivery Lititz: (717) 626-2494

P.O. Box 446 Lebanon: (717) 272-7541
Ephrata, PA
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SILAGEINCXjULANT

MAKEBETTER HAYLAGE&SILAGE
Here’s why you will want new BioPower.
■ Itprevents spoilage andcaramelizationbykeeping heat

down.
■ BioPower ferments silage faster and more completely.
■ More drymatter isretained alongwith important beta-

carotene.
■ Silage keeps itsfresh smell andpalatability.
■ Works on all types of silage, includingcorn, grass,

alfalfa, andhigh moisture grain.
■ Works in alltypes of storage: concrete silos, oxygen-

limiting structures, bunkers andtrenches.

One Bottle Treats 50 Ton
*49.95 Per Bottle

Buy 3 Bottles Get Fourth
Bottle FREE

Call Collect To Order
(717)299-2571

, )I!|

Directions: Mix with water and spread over 50 tons of hay or silage.
Note: Volume of water used is not critical. Use enough to (rovide good
distribution Free Shippillg By UpS

Send Check Or We Will Will Pay COD Charge Also.
TM Trademark of Bio Techniques Laboratories, Inc

P. L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.
Smoketown, Pa Ph; 717-299-2571


