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Artist Jan Funk poses with the larger of the two farm murals she painted for the
Brandywine Hospital in Coatesvilie. The paintings were dedicated to the farms' owner,
Ernest Pyle.

Farm Murals Bring Cheer to Brandywine Hospital
BY SUZANNE KEENE
Home and Youth Editor

miration for farmers,” she says.
“It’s not a nine to five job. There’s
nothing such as vacation or
sickness.”

of people who live and work on the
farms, and the mural of the Lynch
farm contains 39 animals.

Funk says she hopes her mural
will brighten the days of hospital
patients and staff. Through her
work with the terminally ill, Funk
has grown to appreciate her own
health and she tries to make life
more cheerfulfor herpatients.

“I think I’m so grateful not to be
in the hospital that I want to
brighten the lives of those who
are,” she says.

Funk has fought her own battle
with illness, having had a suc-
cessful comeal transplant in 1981.
She was legally blind in the right
eye before the operation restored
her vision.

And although she continues to
suffer from keratoconis, a
deteriorative eye disease, she

(Turn to Page B16)

COATESVILLE Two murals
depictingfarmscenes brighten the
walls of Brandywine Hospital.
Visitors, patients and nurses alike
pause to study the colorful pain-
tings, which upon careful scrutiny
reveal painstakingly accurate
reproductions of two farms that
borderthe hospital.

While caring for Ernest Pyle
during his stay in the Brandywine
Hospital, Funk said she spent
many hours peering out the
hospital windows watching the
activity on thefarms.

But the view from the window
showed only the rear of the Pyle
farm and she decided that weary
visitors or lonely patients would
enjoy seeingthe front aswell.

Now that Funk’s comffleted
mural hangs in the hallway,
patients can see the front of the
barn and farmhouse and the neat,
white board fence that ensconses
them. Bob Pyle and Bob Lynch
work in the field baling hay, while
Ernest Pyle directs the activity.

The 4-by-8-feet mural on the
third floor of the hospital
illustrates the Ernest Pyle farm, a
75-acre steer farm. A second,
smaller mural on the hospital’s
second floor shows the Robert
Lynch farm.

The murals were a gift from
artist Jan Funk, who dedicated
them to the farmers who owned the
farms. They are also a tribute to
all farmers for their hardwork and
dedication,Funk says.

Ironically, Funk came to know
the local farmers and to love
farming through her job with
Homemaker’s Home Health
Service of Exton, which provides
home health care for primarily
terminally-ill patients.

In 1981 Funk began taking care
of Laura Martin, a farm woman
who introduced Funk to her
neighbors, the Pyles; Funk later
cared for Ernest Pyle, who owned
the farm depicted in the third-floor
mural.

Both murals contain caricatures

“That’s how I grew to love
fanning,” Funk says, remem-
bering the friendship she shared
with these farmers and their
families. While caring for the ill
farmers, Funk was impressed by
their dedication to the farm and
with their uncomplaining attitude
toward hard work.

This mural of the Lynch farm hangs in the second floor
hallway of the hospital.Although smaller than the Pyle mural,
it still contains 39 animats, Funk said.“I have a high respect and ad-

This view from the third floor of the Brandywine Hospital shows the back of the Pyle
farnvwhich borders the hospital. Visitors can now see the front of the farm by looking at
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Seeyour nearest
(NEW HOLLAND

Dealer for Dependable
Equipment and Dependable

Service:
Annville, PA
B.H M Farm

Lititz. PA
Roy A Brubaker
700 Woodcrest Av
717-626-7766

Equipment, Inc
RD 1
717-867-2211

Beavertown, PA
B&R Farm

Loysville, PA
Paul Shovers, Inc
Loysville, PA
717-789-3117
Lynnport, PA
Kermit K Kistter, Inc
Lynnport, PA
215-298-2011

Equipment, Inc
RD 1, 80x217A
717-658-7024

Belleville. PA
IvanJ Zook
Farm Equipment
Belleville, Pa
717-935-2948

Martinsburg, PA
Forshey’s, Inc
HOForsheySt
814 793-3791Canton, PA

Hess Farm Equipment
717-673-5143 Mill Hall, PA

Paul A Dotterer
R D V
717-726-3471

Carlisle, PA
Paul Shovers, Inc
35 East Willow Street
717-243-2686 New Holland, PA

ABC Groff, Inc
110South Railroad
717-354-4191

Chambersburg, PA
Clugston
Implement, Inc
R.D 1
717-263-4103

New Park, PA
M&R Equipment Inc
P 0 Box 16
717-993-2511Davidsburg, PA

George N Gross, Inc
R.D 2, Dover, PA
717-292-1673

Oley, PA
C J Wonsidler Bros
RD 2
215-987-6257Elizabethtown, PA

Messick Farm
Equipment, Inc
Rt. 283 - Rheem's Exit
717-367-1319

Pitman, PA
Marlin W Schreffler
Pitman, PA
717-648-1120

Everett, PA
C. Paul Ford & Son
RDI
814-652-2051

Quakertown, PA
C J Wonsidler Bros
RD 1
215-536-1935

Gettysburg, PA
Yingling Implements
RD.9
717-359-4848

Quarryville. PA
C E Wiley& Son, Inc
101 South Lime Street
717-786-2895

Greencastle, PA
Meyers
Implement's Inc
400 N Antrim Way
P 0 Box 97
717-597-2176

Rmgtown. PA
Rmgtown Farm
Equipment
Rmgtown, PA
717-889-3184

Halifax, PA
Sweigard Bros
R D 3, Box 13
717-896-3414

Tamaqua, PA
Charles S Snyder, Inc
RD 3
717 386-5954

Hamburg, PA
Shartlesville
Farm Service
RD 1, Box 1392
215-488-1025

West Chester, PA
M S Yearsley & Son
114 116East
Market Street
215-696-2990

Hanover, PA
Sheets Brothers, Inc
1061 Carlisle St
Hanover, PA 17331
717-632-3660

WestGrove, PA
S G Lewis & Son, Inc
R D 2, Box 66
215-869-2214

Honey Brook, PA
Dependable Motor Co
East Main Street
215-273-3131
215-273-3737

Churchville, MD
Walter G Coale, Inc
2849-53
Churchville Rd
301-734-7722

Honey Grove, PA

Norman D Clark
& Son, Inc

Frederick, MD
New Holland, Inc
Rt 26 East
301-662-4197
Outside MD, 800 331
9122

Honey Grove, PA
717-734-3682

Hughesville, PA

Farnsworth Farm
Supplies. Inc
103Cemetery Street
717-584-2106

Westminster, MD
New Holland, Inc
1201 NewjWmdsor Rd.
301-857 0711
Outside MD, 800-331
9122Lancaster, PA

L H Brubaker, Inc
350 Strasburg Pike
717 397-5179

Washington, NJ
Frank Rymon & Sons
201-689-1464

Lebanon, PA
Keller Bros
Tractor Co
RD 7, Box 405
717-949-6501

Woodstown, NJ
Owen Supply Co
Broad Street &

East Avenue


